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    Animal testing, by its basic 
definition on Dictionary.com, is 
“the use of non-human animals in 
research and development, especially 
for purposes of determining the 
safety of substances such as food or 
drugs.” It is required by the FDA in 
pharmaceuticals and has many rules 
surrounding it to give the animals 
a proper quality of life despite the 
testing. It helps make the world safer 
in many aspects most people consider 
it a necessity, despite the downside 
of the use of the animals for testing.
   However, something that is less 
justified in research is cosmetic 
testing on animals. There are recent 
advancements in technology that 
provide more options for the testing 
of cosmetics rather than just animals. 
   PETA illustrated, “Instead of 
measuring how long it takes to burn the 
cornea of a rabbit’s eye, manufacturers 
can now drop that chemical onto 
cornea-like 3D tissue structures 
produced from human cells.” 
   Besides this, there are many other 
alternatives for testing without the 
use of animals that PETA claims 
is both more accurate and faster. 
   However, many companies and 
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their cosmetic testing instead of these 
alternatives. China is a country that 
despite these results continues to not 
only use but require animal testing on 
any cosmetic products imported there. 
   Alternatively, the European Union, 
India, and Israel have all banned 
the sale of animal tested cosmetic 
products. PETA speculates that this 
decision could force some companies 
to discontinue animal testing if 
they want to continue business with 
those countries, which is a push that 
animals need so that animal welfare 
can continue to gain support, which 
according to the American Veterinary 
Medical Foundation,means for 
animals to be “healthy, comfortable, 
well nourished, safe, able to 
express innate behavior, and not 
suffering from unpleasant states 
such as pain, fear, and distress.” 
   However, research for medicines 
on animals is still important and 
helps humans in less selfish ways. 
There are also many laws that help 
to protect animals that are used 
for medical research, and they 
are, in most cases, given the best 
quality of life possible despite the 
testing that they are put through. 

AP Summer Prep

SAVANNAH PALMER

Reading one of these classic stories along with a student-selected novel and memorizing 
literature vocabulary terms is the summer homework for AP English 2016-2017.
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New Sentry 

Editors

You may have noticed that “The Sentry’s” previ-
ous two editors-in-chief, Bailey Mayfield and 

Olivia Guillén, have graduated from South Albany 
High School on June 7, 2016. Before their last day, 

they named two new editors from “The Sentry” 
staff members: Ramon Hernandez, 10, and Abby 
Slanga, 11. They are very exicted to see what the 
upcoming year brings to “The Sentry,” and they 
officially start in their new positions with the re-
lease of this issue. They want to wish Mayfield, 

Guillén, and the rest of the recently-graduated staff 
members the best of luck in their future 
endeavors. The staff misses you already!

Happy summer!

- “The Sentry” staff


   There are always those wonder-kids 
who have high hopes and dreams 
and will do whatever they can to 
prepare for their futures, even if it 
consists of taking up their summer.  
   Some students use their time in 
the summer to prep for Advanced 
Placement English. In order to be 
a part of said class, students are 
required to take time out of their 
summer days to prep for the classes. 
The classes include tasks such as 
reading and creating a book report 
for Katie Gisler’s AP English class. 
   While it must be hard to muster 
up the brain power from living in 
the pure moments of the scorching 
summer days, looking toward the 
future is more important for others.  
   “For AP English, my teacher said it 
was a better class to take for me and 

especially for college classes in the 
future,” stated Loriana May, junior. 
    Incoming college students who 
have completed one AP course have 
a 59 percent chance of completing 
a four-year degree, while students 
with two or more AP courses under 
their belt have a 76 percent chance 
of completing a bachelor’s degree, 
according to bgdailynews.com. These 
classes require an A or B upfront 
to receive the actual college credit.    
  “I’m taking AP classes for the 
college credits like, AP Government, 
AP Biology and AP English,” 
said James Rossiter, junior.
   Megan Miller, junior, mentioned, 
“I’ve heard that AP English is a lot of 
fun and I enjoy Gisler as a teacher. I like 
that I get a college credit for it, too.”
  Collegeboard.org states, 
“Approximately 132,500 teachers 

taught AP classes in nearly 14,000 
public high schools. Working to 
ensure that AP courses and exams 
meet college-level standards, nearly 
5,300 college faculty members 
reviewed AP teachers’ course syllabi 
and developed and validated AP 
curricula.” So not only does a student 
have to put in extra work for their 
success, but teachers do as well. 
    The AP program actually helps 
kids get ahead of life earlier than 
deserved. But still, the summer is 
meant for staying up late and sleeping 
in the next day without worrying that 
a tardy will affect one’s attendance, 
or getting so sunburned that it is hard 
move. Through all of the hard work 
that others spend sleeping, it is nice 
to know that there are a few kids out 
there who are planning ahead. Taking 
these extra steps will prepare students 
for their future and their education.

   This year’s NBA season is 
wrapping up slowly with the 
Cleveland Cavaliers and the Golden 
State Warriors competing in the 
finals for this year’s championship. 
This final matchup is a rematch 
from last year; with the same teams 
playing in the final, but this year 
being different from last year when 
these two teams played each other.
   The Cavaliers wrapped up this 
season by winning 57-25 in the 
Eastern Conference. This year’s 
season super team included 
Kevin Love and LeBron James. 
  Last year, in the first round of 
playoffs and the very first game, 
Love got his shoulder dislocated 
while playing against the Boston 
Celtics. Although, that didn’t stop 
them from winning the game 4-0. 
   During the first game of the finals, 
Kyrie Irving also faced a physical 
injury. His fractured knee cap 
marked the end of his participation 
in the rest of the series. After 
losing both valued players, James 
tried everything he could to force 
the series to go to the sixth game. 
    The Golden State Warriors won 73-9 
to set a regular season record with the 
most wins in a season; this beats the 
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10. Fans would think the Warriors 
would gain a lot of popularity 
because of how many games they 
won or how they play basketball, 
but it is actually the opposite. As the 
season went on, the team received 
negative feedback. They would later 
beat the teams in the NBA by at 
least 20 points multiple times this 
season. Due to the biased referee in 
different games, there were a lot of 
blown calls, according to ESPN.com.
   At the beginning of the year, head 
coach Steve Kerr, was out for 43 
games because of a back problem; 
his assistant head coach, Luke 
Walton, took over during those 43 
games. Kerr won the head Coach 
of the Year award this season. 
   The Warriors also got the 2x MVP 
Stephen Curry. Last year, Curry won 
the MVP because he was hands down 
the best player in the league at that 
time. This year he won the award 
again for the second time in his 
career, but according to Stephen A 
Smith and Skip Bayless (two highly 
respected NBA analysts on ESPN’s 
show “First Take”), it was believed 
that he did not deserve it this year. 
This award is meant to go to the most 
valuable player; not the best player. 

According to ESPN, there were two 
players that were more valuable to 
their respected team. Kawhi Leonard 
of the San Antonio Spurs and LeBron 
James of the Cleveland Cavaliers 
were more valuable to their teams 
than Stephen Curry is to the Warriors.   
 Now it is game three in the NBA 
Finals with the Warriors leading 
the series 2-0. The Cavs are going 
to be home for the next two games 
fighting to stay in the series. The 
numbers say that if a team is down 
2-0 only 15 teams have made come 
back to tie or win the series. This 
year’s Finals can play a massive 
role for the NBA for the future.
   One thing that would change is that 
it would show how LeBron is not the 
“King of the NBA” anymore. Another 
thing that would change the NBA all 
together is that LeBron would have 
to stay in Cleveland one more year, 
which he really does not want to do. 
   If the Warriors win the 
championship this year, than they 
would quiet the critics. They would 
be in the conversation of the greatest 
teams ever. According to ESPN.
com, they would be in the same 
conversation with the Michael Jordan 
Bulls, Magic Johnson’s “Showtime” 
Lakers, and Bill Russell’s and 
Larry Bird’s great Celtics teams. 
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   As everybody endures the many 
required years of schooling, it is 
not uncommon to hear phrases 
such as “this is useless,” and 
“when will we ever use this in the 
real world?” Everybody is in the 
same boat and is going through, 
mostly, the same situations. 
   Sometimes, teenage years can 
be some of the hardest years of 
one’s life. During these short years, 
teens are trying to find themselves 
and doing so while in school can 
be stressful. High school classes 
can be hard, no doubt, but some 
question if they will be useful later 
in life, therefore they  should not be 
mandatory over other classes that 
teach students to pay taxes, get a job, 
buy a car/house etc., for example.
   A video on YouTube.com titled 
“Don’t Stay In School” by David 
Brown touches on many, as some 
would say, ‘useless’ things within 
this topic such as being taught how 
to disect a frog instead of learning 
how to get a job or learning about 
Shakespeares classics before being 
taught anything about how to pay 
taxes. He talks about how higher 
level math and science classes 
should not be prioritized over the 
classes that teach you these things.
   After watching this video, South 
Albany High School art teacher 
Elizabeth Mann was asked what 
she thought Brown ment by the 
title of his video. “There are a lot of 
unnecessary things that are taught in 
school rather than things that will be 
useful later in life,” Mann explained.
   “When I was in high school, 
competencies such as learning how 
to change a tire, getting at least a B 
in drivers ED, basic first aid, caring 
for babies, grocery shopping, sewing, 
budgeting, etc. were required to 
graduate at my school. One reason, 
I think they don’t require some of 
these things anymore is because 
of money,” Mann continued.
   South Albany High School math 
teacher Vanessa Pierce was required 
to learn many of the same techniques 
and abilities while she was in high 
school. “We had personal finance, 
so I learned how to budget, we had 
economics so I learned how to take 
care of babies and cook. We also 
had a career class, we did a bunch of 
research about what career we wanted, 

then we researched that job and found 
out all the intricacies of it. What I put 
into my learning is what I got out 
of it. I think a lot of students tend 
to only put in thirty percent,” Pierce 
stated as she listed the requirements 
her high school had to graduate.
   In the video, Brown raps the 
line: “They say it’s not the kids, 
the parents are the problem but 
if you taught the kids to parent 
that’s the problem solved, then.”
   Pierce commented on Brown’s 
lyrics. She stated, “I think too much 
pressure is put on schools to teach 
kids how to persevere, have respect, 
have integrity, have discipline, and 
have excellence. Instead of the 
school just being a place to learn, 
it’s now a place to parent. I don’t 
think that parents are showing kids 
that these things are important.”
   “It’s not as much of the school or 
the parents responsibility as it is 
society’s responsibility. It’s kind of 
everybody’s responsibility because 
sometimes the parents are not capable 
of teaching the kids these things,” 
Mann explained with interest.
   All these debates on the topic begs 
the question, are students mature and 
responsible enough to be in complete 
control in what classes they take? 
   Pierce explained, “As a senior 
or junior, that’s fine. You choose, 
you know, the electives you 
want to take, but I think it needs 
to be structured for freshman 
and at least sophomores too.”
   Mann says, “No, they would not 
take anything that they think will be 
difficult. There are basic skills in every 
class you will take. It’s important to 
have a broad spectrum education.”
   Pierce said, “I think they 
require these classes because it’s 
important to mold a brain to think 
critically. It’s a scientific process; 
math makes you think critically.”
   Taking all of this into consideration, 
it is always important that every 
student gets a will rounded education, 
but also gets the opportunities to be 
able to learn these important life skills. 
   “Knowing the knowledge to live 
on their own, taking responsibility 
and knowing how to deal with real 
life situations is very important 
for students to learn before 
they graduate,” Mann stated.
   There is value in all types of 
learning and all learning is important. 
It may be difficult to see this now, 
but one day it will become obvious.

BRITTANY BECK

Don’t Stay In
School

Katie Gisler siting in her classroom 
while grading papers.

Q: What assignments are your future AP students as-
signed to do over the summer?
A: “Typically, a novel or two and some literary to study. 
This way, we can start the school year with those nov-
els.”

Q: What is the purpose for this?
A: “If students are not engaged in school work over the 
summer, they will lose knowledge. It shows an under-
standing of the workload of the class and it’s a good way 
to get students ready for the class.”

Q: What made you decide to give your students work 
over the summer? Did you expect that it would be as 
much of a success as it has been?
A: “Yes, I had a friend that taught at another school that 
had a lot of success with it. [I found that] since I’ve 
started doint this, the students that do the work over the 
summer vacation are really ready for the class.”

Q: How do students feel about being assigned work 
over summer break?
A: “They don’t like it. I don’t think they understand that 
it helps them at the time, but I think they do the next 
year.”

Katie Gisler

SAHS Students Abroad
ROCÍO MIRANDA

   Waking up in a different country, 
in a bed that is not one’s own, in a 
house one has not learned to call 
home, where one is unfamiliar 
with meals and traditions. In a 
country in which one is foreign to, 
in which there is a language barrier, 
creating an unimaginable way to 
communicate. Three South Albany 
High School students have taken in 
amongst themselves to be challenged, 
spending an entire school year 
studying abroad in a foreign country 
which they have never step foot on. 
   Sophomore Andrew Nord stated, “I’m 
going to India; I’m going to a school 
called Woodstock which is where 
I will be studying for a year. Their 
school year is a bit longer than ours,” 
   This summer Nord will be traveling 
to the Woodstock International School 
of Mussoorie, in Uttarakhand, India. 
   “I’ll be living by a city called 
Mussoorie; it is in northern India in 
the foothills of the Himalayas and it’s 
a boarding school so I’m going to be 
living in dorms,” explained Nord. 
   Nord is following his dad’s 
footsteps since it was the high 

school his father attended.
   Another SAHS student will be 
leaving the U.S. on August 4, 
2016 and coming back around 
June of 2017: sophomore Jennifer 
Robinson had the total cost of her 
exchange program to Germany paid 
for as a recipient of the Congress-
Bundestag Scholarship, excluding 
her flight ticket to Washington 
D.C. and spending money.
   Robinson is not worried about 
leaving her friends and family.
   Robinson explained, “I’ve 
had two years of German. I’m 
advanced in German, so I learned 
more than what we just learn in 
class, but it’s gonna be hard.”
   Junior Isabella Bangs, who will 
also be studying abroad near Munich, 
Germany, stated, “Other cultures have 
always fascinated me; I’ve always 
wanted to emerge myself in another 
one, especially European cultures. 
I want to become more worldly and 
more educated with other countries.” 
   Bangs has interested herself in 
traveling spcifically to Germany 
because for the past three years she 
has taken German in high school.
    Bangs said her mom had a great 
influence on her traveling desires since 

she has traveled for nearly 10 years.
   “I am fortunate enough that my 
parents will be paying for all my 
expenses including the program fee 
itself, airfare, insurance, monthly 
allowance, and any other expenses,” 
   Bangs will be traveling with 
the Quest International Exchange 
Program for nearly an entire year.
   “I am very blessed, but I know 
that they know how much this 
means to me and why it’s so 
important to me,” explains Bangs.  
  Bangs knows that not many students 
have the opportunity to travel overseas 
or stay in a foreign country for an 
entire year with all expenses covered. 
   “I expect to come back changed; I 
mean more mature and educated. I also 
hope to come back with the ability to 
speak German fluently,” added Bangs. 
   Becoming an exchange students 
for nearly an entire year will 
be quite a challenge, yet the 
experience the students will get 
a feel for what the world is like.
   Robinson leaves off saying, 
“You have to pack your whole 
life in a suitcase and ship it across 
the ocean and get there and open 
your life in a different language.” 

Q: What did you think about the senior 
prank? 
A: “It was very funny.”

Q: Did it inconvenience you in any way?
“You had to walk all the way around it which 
took too long to get to class.”

Q: What would you change about it if you 
could?”
A: “I would want it to stay there longer, they 
stopped too early to make a big impression.” 

Q: Do you think seniors should do pranks? 
A: “Yes, because they’re leaving and it’s tradi-
tion.” 

Boards block off the intersection of the Junior/
Sophomore hall on June 2nd.

Gillian Rose on the senior prank

   An unknown quote stated, “Planning 
is bringing the future into the present, 
so that you can do something about 
it now.” It is now time for the 
class of 2016 to graduate and start 
making their plans happen. They 
spent four years planning for there 
life after high school, but have they 
thought about what they want their 
life to be like ten years from now? 
   Senior Rachel Surbaugh has spent 
some time thinking about her life 
a few years from now. Surbaugh 

said, “I hope to be married, having 
my first kid, hopefully get my first 
job and be in my own house.” 
   Surbaugh’s job will hopefully 
have something to do with working 
with animals. She’s also considering 
working in Africa for a few years 
with wild animals, particularly 
lions. She wants to stay in the west 
coast area in a farmhouse with a few 
acres of land. As for her plans right 
after school goes, Surbaugh wants to 
go to LBCC for two or three years, 
then go to OSU for four or so years. 
   Senior Gabby Swope has 
similar plans. Swope sees herself 
working as a pharmaceutical 

chemist for a pharmacy company. 
   “High School made me realize how 
much I love science. My chemistry 
teacher, Mrs. Duncan, made 
chemistry really fun for me, so I 
decided I wanted to learn more about 
it and pursue a career in chemistry.” 
   Swope hopes to be married in ten 
years and she is at least thinking about 
having kids. She will most likely live 
in Oregon, “in a really nice, big house.” 
   But for now, she is going to go 
to OSU to major in chemistry. She 
originally wanted to go to college 
in California to be a lawyer, but 
her plans have obviously changed 
since then. Whereas some seniors 
are going directly to a four year 
college, others are choosing 
to go to community college.
   Senior Austin Stillwell stated, “I 
used to have no ambition and didn’t 
really think about what I wanted to do 
until around last year. This year it’s 
changed in that I actually have a plan.”

   Stillwell’s plans are to go to LBCC 
to get his associates in economics 
and go into banking afterwards. 
High school has not impacted his 
decision; it is the people here who 
have inspired him and any changes 
he’s had. Stillwell says in ten 
years he is going to live in Florida 
and hopes to be bank manager. 
   Surbaugh, Swope, and Stillwell, 
along with their classmates, have 
these big plans for when they get 
out of school. These seniors realize 
the plans they make now may not 
be the ones they chose in the future. 
It may seem silly for students to 
start deciding what they want to do 
ten years from now, but it is always 
better to be prepared and know what 
options are out there. Surbaugh, 
Swope and Stillwell are three of the 
308 South Albany graduates who 
have started planning ahead and they 
are most definitely ready to leave 
high school and start their own lives. 

Planning For
The Future
HAILEY WALL

According to the 
Apple App Store as of 
June 9, 2016, the top 

selling apps are:

1. Minecraft: Pocket 
Edition

2. Heads Up!
3. 7 Minute Workout 

Challenge
4. Bloons TD 5
5. Akinator the Genie
6. Plague Inc.
7. Facetune
8. Geometry Dash
9. StephMoji by Steph 

Curry
10. THE GAME OF 

LIFE Classic Edition
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   Summer vacation: the three months 
out of every year that most students 
praise because they do not have to 
deal with school and all the stress it 
brings. During this time, some people 
have a hard time finding ways to 
get out of the house. Here are some 
things to do to get out of the house 
during these hot summer days.
   A person could go on a hike with 
some friends or family and take in 
everything that beautiful Oregon 
offers. Some interesting places to go 
are Silver Creek Falls, the Three Sisters 
hiking trail, Eagle Creek, and the 
Fort Stevens hiking trail. According 
to Active.com, going hiking once in 
awhile reduces depression, anxiety, 
heart disease, and many other 
things. It also helps with weight 
loss and increases sleeping frequency.
   There are a lot of new movies 
coming out this summer. Some 

According to MacRumors.
com, Unicode Consortium has          
approved 72 emojis. These emojis 
range from more hand gestures, 
faces, animals, sport items food 
and more. Set emojis are 
rumored to be released on June 
27 with the release of Unicode 
9. This means IOS users who use 
beta trials can test them out. 
They will be available to the  
public within the several months.

BRITTANY HARRY include “Nerve,” “You Before Me,” 
“Finding Dory,” and “The Conjuring 
2.” Movies are a good way to get out of 
the house without having to do much. 
   Another summertime favorite 
is going camping. It is a fun way 
to connect to the people around 
one’s self and disconnect from the 
rest of the world. Some places to 
go are Quartzville Creek, Yellow 
Bottom, Green Peter, River Bend, 
and Sunny Side; all just past 
Sweet Home and the cost is free. 
   Music festivals are not only a fun 
way to express one’s self; it also helps 
with development, artistic growth, 
self-worth, and self-discipline. Just 
a few Oregon music festivals to 
attend this summer is the Oregon 
Jamboree from July 29-31, River 
Rhythms on July 7, and Waterfront 
Blues Festival from July 1-4.
   Whether it is hanging with friends 
and family or going on a date, it is 
always good to get out of the house 
and enjoy the things around one’s self.

New iOS 
Emojis 

Hey, I love the new emojis 

Summertime
Activities ☀

Swim at a river.


Watch the sunrise/sunset.

















Start your novel.



Have an overnight or all 
day movie marathon.

Picnic at a local park.

Camp in your backyard

Visit the local library.

Make a music 
video.

Play a new card game.

Make a website.

   Over 13 models and counting, 
seven generations since 2007, more 
than eight different colors to chose 
from. Design changing through every 
generation, but still conserving its style 
within its generation and designed in 
California. This is the iPhone. The 
handheld smartphone that reached 
the 94 million in use by the end of 
March 2015 in just the US alone 
according to CNET: “iPhones in the 
US rise to 94M, new study suggests.” 
   With most of the rumors of the 
recent iPhone, “iPhone SE” (released 
on 31st of March) being confirmed, 
people in the Apple community 
are not doubtful of the iPhone 7 
and possibly of it being released 
in September. Although the design 
predictions of the iPhone were 
wrong, people did get some key 
factors: it is a smaller iPhone model 
but operates like the iPhone 6s. 
The name “SE” meaning “special 
edition” and its provided colors from 
the previous iPhone models: gold, 
space gray, silver, and rose gold. 
   The newly Apple iPhone includes 
a 4 inch Retina display and a A9 

iPhone 7 Rumors
RAMON HERNANDEZ chip installed, in a 123.8 x 58.6 

x 7.6 mm phone. What surprised 
people the most was the design of 
the phone. It still consumed the same 
characteristics from its older sibling, 
the iPhone 5 and 5s; consumers 
were shocked to find out Apple 
was using the same exact design. 
   The difference is inside the phone: 
it has a two times faster CPU (Central 
Processing Unit) performance than 
the iPhone 5s and three times faster 
GPU (Graphics Processing Unit) 
performance than the iPhone 5s (both 
CPU and GPU focus on the speed of 
the device). The starting base model, 
priced at $399 (16GB model), is the 
most affordable iPhone Apple sells. 
   Looking months ahead to 
September, rumors have circulated 
around the iPhone 7. What should 
people expect? Are people close 
with the rumors as they were with 
the iPhone SE or completely wrong? 
With the “leaked” iPhone 7 shells and 
cases, consumers are given an idea the 
new phone will include dual cameras 
(most likely in the Plus models). 
   Something that was not removed in 
the SE version, but will possibly be 

removed in the newer versions, is the 
headphone jack. With the removal of 
headphone jack, it allows more room 
for potential dual speakers (rumors 
speculate the Plus version will get 
rid of the headphone jack, while the 
regular version will stick with it). 
These ideas have sparked the concept 
of wireless headphones. According 
to MacRumors’ article ‘iPhone 7,’ an 
expectation to look forward to is the 
redesign of the antenna band, a thinner 
phone, and an upgraded processor. 
   Finally, the last physical feature, 
the new iPhone(s) could potentially 
have the absence of the signature 
Apple home button. Although Apple 
has patented the idea of Touch ID 
on a touch screen, it is unlikely it 
will be seen in these versions for the 
time being. An internal leak in Apple 
could potentially get rid of 16GB 
and make 32GB the base model 
instead of 16GB. The price, however, 
will not be affected as much.  
   Although these rumors could 
be wrong, it is always good to 
think ahead and outside of the 
box to see what could be some 
possibilities for the next iPhone.

   Just like any trend, music trends 
come and go. Music preferences 
are usually based on people’s 
personality or social lifestyle. During 
the summer, it seems more people 
listen to music or their preferences 
change. Throughout the year music 
has really changed. This year Apple 
Music has changed the app to having 
new options such as a radio which 
makes it so you don’t have to buy the 
music, you can just like it and listen 
to it anytime. Aside from that even 
music artists are changing the sounds 
of their songs, kind of like how 
Taylor Swift used to be country and 
then she decided she liked pop better. 
    Freshman Jaden Jokinen says 
her favorite artists to listen to 
are Nickelback (rock) and Kirko 
Bangz (rapper). During other 
seasons Jokinen usually only listens 

Summer Music
HAILEY WALL to music when she is trying to 

concentrate at school or walking.  
   “During the summer I like 
to listen to more upbeat songs 
because summer is the time for 
music and parties,” said Jokinen.
   Sophomore Brittany Sosa listens to 
more rap during the summer. She said, 
“Change is good but no, I still have the 
same taste in music during summer.” 
   Sosa discovers new music trends 
over social media. Her mood is 
what helps her decide which music 
she likes and wants to listen to. 
Her favorite music artist is J.Cole. 
   “I listen to music quite a lot, 
honestly. I find out about new music 
by listening to Spotify, Pandora, 
YouTube, or my friends. During 
the summer my preferences don’t 
change a lot, just a little so I can get 
more of a summer feel,“ commented 
freshman Cameron Robertson. 
   Robertson also says his taste in 

music is influenced by going to 
the water on a hot day or when 
he wants to have a good time. 
   Summer is a great time for everybody. 
There are parties, bonfires, and 
being around friends. Some would 
say without music, these events 
would be boring. Some events we 
have coming up are River Rhythms, 
Summer Sounds, Oregon Jamboree, 
Bi-Mart Music Festival, River’s Edge 
Summer Series, Art and Air Festival, 
Linn County Fair, Benton County 
Fair, Lane County Fair, Oregon State 
Fair, River Rock, etc. Also a few new 
albums coming out this year include 
“Last Year Was Complicated” by 
Nick Jonas, “The Gateway” by Red 
Hot Chili Peppers, “A Moon Shaped 
Pool” by Radiohead, “California” 
by Blink 182, “Sremmlife 2” by 
Rae Sremmurd, “Digital Distortion” 
by Iggy Azalea, and many more.

Budgeted Summer

Create a sidewalk mural 
with chalk.





OpiniOns page 4June 2016

   I’ve always seemed to convince 
myself that I was afraid of graduating; 
that was simply because the thought 
of losing touch with my fellow 
classmates was a miserable feeling. 
Everybody hates saying goodbye to 
the friends who’ve made high school 
experiences worthwhile, but for me 
even moving on from acquaintances 
that I say a simple hello to is not 
something I look forward to. 
   Now I’ve come to realize that I 
don’t have to let go of anybody. 
With the the technology at my 
hands today, I can easily reconnect 
with anyone as long as I take the 
time and effort. It’s not graduating 
and moving on that I’m scared of, 
it’s graduating and starting over. 
   Graduating doesn’t mean the end, 
it’s the beginning. From personal 
experience, watching both my sisters 
graduate has been a big eye opener: 
one has chosen to go to LBCC right 
away and get a job, while the other 

ELISABETH CHILCOTE

Afraid of Change

is still figuring out what’s in store 
for her future. I know that when 
I graduate I will have so many 
opportunities at my hands, but it’s 
my responsibility to persevere and 
define who I really want to be. When 
I become an adult, my life will no 
longer be structured by the rules of 

the people around me. There are 
so many decisions for me to make 
whether it’s furthering my education, 
immediately working, or choosing 
to be a bum for the rest of my life. 
   While coming up on my junior 
year, I still have no idea what 
path I’m going to take. Now is the 
time to decide what I want which 
is hard because I’ve always been 
told what to do. The thought of 
being on my own is terrifying. 
  I am a big complainer when it comes 
to waiting. I claim that graduation 
could not come any slower, but 
honestly that’s not how I feel. I’m so 
settled with the life I have now that 
as the days are counting down to the 
end of my high school career, I find 
myself wanting more time. So yes, 
change is scary and I do admit to being 
afraid of it, but it doesn’t have to be 
a bad thing. I just have to embrace it 
and learn to use it to my advantage.

   It was a cold and rainy day, 
here our young hero was at his 
friend’s rural abode, with nothing 
but wilderness surrounding. 
So naturally, we were bored. 
   It was impossible to decide on 
anything to do, each of us had our own 
respective games that we wanted to 
play and none of them coincided with 
the other. Naturally, I wanted to play 
Monopoly (my favorite board game) 
but it seemed like nobody else really 
wanted to. So instead of just sitting 
around, we decided to look around. 
   One game left untouched for a long 
time, a thin layer of dust coating the 
plastic outside. It’s like those movies 
where the kids like find a book and 
they blow the dust off and it gets 
everywhere; while they’re coughing 
and waving their hands trying to clear 
the dust, and once it fades the book 
is the answer to all their problems 
(Wow I never realized how long that 
analogy was). But anyways, this game 
was to fix everything for us. This is 
the beginning of the Legend of Drew 
Mayfield, (soon to be) Best Super 
Smash Bros. player in the world.
   Originally, our intent was to just 
play a few rounds and see where it 
takes us, but a few rounds turned into 
a few hours, and hours turned into an 
intense and grueling 12-hour training 
session where we mercilessly fought 
each other to the death. After leaving, 
we decided we would hold an in-
house friend group mini tournament 
to settle who’s the best, and who’s 
just chump change. For weeks 
I grinded and played every day, 
mastering every mechanic for hours 
upon hours, getting everything from 
my movement, to my combos to the 
next level, until finally...it was time.
   When I arrived, it was silent. Two 
of my friends arrived prior, and there 
was a bowl of jalapeno Cheetos and a 
two liter of Dr. Pepper left untouched. 
I took a few steps in and took a seat 

Rising Up

DREW MAYFIELD

next to my soon to be mortal nemeses 
and waited until the other’s arrived. 
   Once we had the original six, we 
were to do warm-ups then start. 
Looking back on it now, it feels 
like it went by so fast, but in that 
moment it felt like time was at a 
complete standstill. Now I could go 
through and describe every round 
leading up to the last, but the same 
thing happened every time. I won. 
Not only did I win, I DOMINATED. 
Obliterated, destroyed, crushed 
the competition into a fine powder 
and stomped on it some more.
   Believe me, winning felt good. 
But not good enough, my hunger 
for victory wasn’t yet satisfied, and 
wouldn’t be until I had fulfilled my 
inevitable destiny. From then on I 
took every opportunity I could to 
fight anybody I could. And I could 
not be stopped. A little later, the 
school announced they were holding 
their own tournament, so naturally 
I signed up as fast as I could.
   Soon I claimed my throne and 
became the school’s Super Smash 
Bros. champion, I had nicknames 
such as ‘Drewtwo’, (Earned from 
when I beat everybody using almost 
exclusively Mewtwo, who at the 
time was thought of as a low-tier 
character.) Or my other name, God 
Among Men, the creative self-
proclaimed title I made for myself that 
sadly my underlings don’t call me.
   All was well, I was bragging it up of 
course, but I really wanted to take it 
to the next level and step up my game. 
So I started researching, looking for 
local tournaments or even nationals, 
and I found a weekly tournament in 
Salem in the back of a Gamestar, and 
decided that I’d go. So one Sunday 
morning, my sister took me and it 
was pretty cool. Being the modest 
guy I was, I was very confident in my 
ability. The tournament bracket was 
double-elimination, meaning that if 
you lost once, it wasn’t over yet until 
you lost again. My first match I...lost. 
A little more humble, I went to my 
next match in the loser’s bracket, and 
I, well, lost again. But not only did I 
lose, I got DOMINATED. Obliterated, 
destroyed, my competition crushed 
me into a fine powder and stomped 
on me. And believe me, losing 
uh, losing didn’t feel very good. 
   So that’s where we are now. Sad, 
defeated, thwarted, but determined. 
Determined that I could still make it 
to the big times, and believe me, I will. 
And when I do, I’ll remember back to 
my roots and how nobody called me 
God Among Men and I’ll beat you all.

Summer Date

TILLY KAISER

   He spent all day preparing for 
this. Doing all of the cooking and 
packing himself, not accepting any 
help from his mom. Only knowing 
how to make a few dishes, he decides 
to make them all. His specialties, 
a mean Mac ‘n’ Cheese and PB&J 
sandwiches, sided with a bag of 
Cheetos and some strawberries. 
For dessert, he brought along some 
fudge ice cream. All of which were 
packed neatly into a backpack with 
a few small pillows laid on top. 
   Before getting out of his old, 
banged up, 1999 Honda Civic, he 
looks in the rearview mirror, takes 
a deep breath and tosses a blanket 
in the back seat. Slowly, he walks 
up to the front door and knocks. 

   She was upstairs, in her room, when 
she saw him pull up. So, she had 
enough time for finishing touches and 
a double hair check before running 
to open the door. Not being able to 
finish the fourth knock, it at first 
startled him, but seeing his date ready 
and excited set him back on track. 
   The day was hot so she was 
wearing a casual jean short and 
t-shirt. Never have been told where 
they were going, she grabbed her bag 
and a light sweater. Feeling anxious 
and excited, the couple drive off.
   She continues to ask where they 
are going, but he always answers 
with, “it’s a surprise.” It takes a 
twenty minute drive to reach a small 
forgotten park. He drives off the 
marked road and onto an old dirt road. 
At the end is the shore of a big empty 
lake, surrounded by cherry trees. 
   He lays the blanket out on the ground 
and places the meal he had created 
earlier that day on the blanket. They 
agree that if the ice cream is not eaten 
soon then it will completely melt. 
When he opens it, she laughs to see 

the ice cream looking nearly like soup. 
   With only a few hours of sunlight 
left, he reads the pages of a book  that 
neither of them have heard of before. 
When the sun starts to set and stars 
start to appear, they lay back and look 
at the sky. They point out shapes in 
the stars and decide to name their own 
constellations. He names the brightest 
one after her, saying that like it, she 
lights up his whole world. She names 
the biggest one after him, explaining 
that his heart could not get any bigger.
   She turns on the car’s headlights 
and walks to the lake. Quickly 
following behind he jumped in 
after her. They splash around and 
talk nonsense for hours. The lake 
reflected the sky, finally making 
them able to swim with the stars. 
   The drive home was quiet, neither 
of them wanted to leave the magical 
place. Exhausted from the day, she falls 
asleep in the passenger seat. When he 
arrives at her house he sweetly wakes 
her up and walks her to the front 
door. Goodnights are exchanged 
and the date comes to an end.

A Perfect

Prince Rogers Nelson

Born June 7th, 1958
 in Minneapolis, MN

1976
signs a three 

record, $1million
 contract with 
Warner Bros

2010
Performs Purple 

Rain with Beyonce 
- Inducted into the 

Rock and Roll                
Hall of Fame2001

became a              
Jehovah’s Witness

1982
releases album 
“1999” - sells       

3million copies and 
brings him 

worldwide fame

2015
releases final 

album
 “Hit N Run”

Prince Rogers Nelson

 Passed away April 16, 2016 
of an accidental opoid  
      fentanyl overdose

1989
Writes soundtrack 

for the movie 
“Batman.” Quickly sells 

2million copies

The Artist Formally Known As Prince

Rest in Peace, Prince

A Timeline
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  Summer, without a doubt, has to 
be your favorite season of the year. 
From the countless mosquito bites 
on your body, to sitting in a pool 
of your own sweat, summer is one 
hundred percent guaranteed to meet 
the expectation that every, child, 
teenager, and adult waits for. Not. 
The hype up for summer to start is 
the most exciting part of it all, but 
when you end up being forced to 
stare at your reflection in your video 
game loading screen, you realize 
the true reality of summer vacation.  
  Have you ever noticed that 
whenever the end of spring time rolls 
around the days get longer, the pants 
get shorter, and you see 25 people 
post the same thing about going to 
the lake. By this time everyone is just 
itching to get out of school already. 
But why? Well, because maybe if you 
tell yourself to be excited for summer 
enough times, you too might just end 
up believing it and you’ll be able to 
ignore the oblivious fact that you’ll 
probably just end up sitting in front 
your T.V. at four in the morning. 
  What’s one of the first things that 
comes to your mind when you think 
of summer? The beach. Right? You 
usually picture yourself at the beach 
with your wonderful beach bod, 
getting that beautiful summer glow of 
a tan. Frolicking on the beach, feeling 
the sand between toes, putting you at 
possibly the best feeling in the world. 
In reality you end up telling yourself 
not to go, and continue your three-

Summer: Expectations
versus Realities

SAMANTHA CHAVARRIA

day binge streak of Bob’s Burgers. 
Considering you live in Oregon, the 
water is 30 degrees year-round, so 
you’re saving yourself from even 
thinking about going to the coast. 
   With all the extra time on your 
hands, you expect to be able to 
prepare yourself super healthy 
meals to make your Instagram feed 
the ultimate goals. It almost seems 
like magic when your bowl of fruit 
turns into your fifth bag of chips, 
or how often you end up ordering 
pizza that even the Pizza Hut guy 
knows your name. It’s funny how 
people turn summer into such a 
great ideal season to get in shape, 
eat healthy, and just enjoy every 
single day off when the majority of 
the time you end up sitting at home 
deepening that dent that has molded 
into your couch, not caring about 
what goes into your mouth, or what 

your day could possibly consist of.  
   If you’re like every other person 
with a somewhat stable relationship 
with your friends, you have a pretty 
good idea of what summer should 
consist of with them by your side, 
but let’s come back down to Earth 
for a second and talk about what 
actually happens between you and 
your friends. Perhaps, during the 
first week of summer you plan like 
crazy to do all this outrageous stuff 
like, partying, going to the lake, 
sleepovers, etc. It all sounds super 
exciting when you make the plans, 
but then if one person cancels it turns 
out to be like a chain reaction and all 
of the sudden, no one can make it. So 
much for planning things out, right? 
   Last but not least, one sure thing 
to get messed up by summer is 
your sleeping schedule. You expect 
summer to give you countless resting 
nights, but in reality you go from 
early bird to night owl, real quick. 
Most of the time you don’t intend 
on it to be this way, it just sort of 
happens. Say it’s 10 P.M. and you tell 
yourself you’re only going to check 
Twitter one last time, what happens? 
Two decades go by and next thing 
you know you’re up so late, you don’t 
know if you should just stay up for 
the rest of the night or go back to bed. 
   Despite the different environment that 
surrounds you during summer, you 
still somehow learn to love this sunny 
season. And just like every yearbook 
says, hope you have a great summer!

Alexander
HamilBAE

ABBY SLANGA

   In case you haven’t been in touch 
with recent developments in pop 
culture, a certain “ten dollar founding 
father without a father” is rising 
up to relevance among Broadway 
enthusiasts. “Hamilton,” a hip-hop 
musical written by the illustrious 
Lin-Manuel Miranda, centers around 
the life story of Alexander Hamilton. 
   Hamilton was an immigrant 
to the original 13 colonies and 
the nation’s first Secretary of the 
Treasury. He is also credited to 
creating the first national bank. He 
is more famously known for the fatal 
duel between him and Aaron Burr, 
Thomas Jefferson’s vice president,  
after years of disagreements.
   Since “Hamilton” takes place 
before, during and after the American 
Revolutionary War, much of the 
actual history contains rich, white 
males. Determined to embrace 
diversity in the present, Miranda 
wrote the show specifically for 
people of color (POC) to be cast in.
   The main characters include 
Hamilton (Miranda), Burr (Leslie 
Odom Jr.), the Marquis de Lafayette/
Thomas Jefferson (Daveed Diggs), 
John Laurens/Philip Hamilton 
(Anthony Ramos), Hercules 
Mulligan/James Madison (Okieriete 
Onaodowan), George Washington 
(Christopher Jackson), Elizabeth 
Schuyler Hamilton (Phillipa Soo), 
Angelica Schuyler Church (Renee 
Elise Goldsberry), and King George 
III (Jonathan Groff). The majority 
of the cast consists of POC; just 
like Miranda intended for his show. 
   When the casting call for the show 
was published, the public learned 
that it listed for auditioners to be 
“non-white actors.” Soon after, 
complaints of “reverse racism” 
and “discrimination” became 
common. Here’s the thing, though: 
reverse racism doesn’t exist. 
   It is defined by The Free Dictionary 
as “discrimination against members 
of a dominant or majority group, 
especially when resulting from 
policies established to correct 
discrimination against members of 
a minority or disadvantaged group.” 
  One of the reasons behind the 
“Hamilton” casting call is to set a 
specific place on Broadway for POC 
due to the severe lack of diversity; 
not to exclude white people. 
   Plus, for the people who believe 
this situation to be discriminatory, 
I’d like to point out the entirety of 
American history in which black 
citizens were and still are told that 
they aren’t allowed to do something 
solely based on the color of their 
skin. Even drinking fountains 
were once segregated. Plus, these 
problems just reappear as new one’s 
in today’s society; such as new 
policies regarding people who are 
transgender in public bathrooms.
   According to a quote said by 
Miranda on The Odyssey Online, 

“I was never picturing the original 
founding fathers. We know what 
they look like. You can just open 
your wallet to find out. This allows 
us to eliminate the distance even 
more, because you know, if it 
doesn’t look like a John Trumbull 
painting from the 1700s, then we can 
identify; we can find our way into it.” 
   The popular slogan in regards to 
the show is “The Story of America 
Then, Told by America Now,” which 
further emphasizes the change that 
has occurred throughout American 
history (thank you, AP United 
States History).  It’s only logical 
for citizen representation in arts 
and entertainment to be diverse. 
The last time I checked, America 
isn’t home to just white people.
   The other significant factor of 
“Hamilton” is the music. Drawing 
inspiration from both famous 
rappers and musicals alike, Miranda 
had the goal to be heavily hip-
hop based as another way to draw 
relevance to viewers. Plus, the 
majority of the show consists of the 
soundtrack rather than dialogue.
   “So,” you may ask me, “what is 
the appeal for the show? What drew 
you into the story of Hamilton?”
   Well, I’m not entirely sure to be 
honest. There are so many factors 
about the whole production that make 
my little thespian heart sing. I know 
that I had a ranking of my favorite 
founding fathers established before 
I heard anything about “Hamilton” 
(starting with my favorite, it would 
go Washington, Benjamin Franklin, 
and then Hamilton). I also wasn’t that 
into rap before I heard the soundtrack. 
However, after repeatedly hearing a 
couple of songs on Pandora, I finally 
decided to sit down and listen to the 
full soundtrack. It was hook, line, and 
sinker into Hamilton’s life after that.
   Seriously, the concept behind this 
show is genius. History and hip-hop 
are two entirely different topics that 
work surprisingly well together; like 
strawberries and peanut butter (trust 
me, I was skeptical about that one 
too). One of my favorite examples 
of this, besides “Hamilton,” are 
The Captioned Adventures of 
George Washington by Tumblr user 
ladyhistory. While there is no rap 
involved in Washington’s incorrect 
quotes, it heavily references pop 
culture and is brilliant in its own way.
   Of course, my love for “A dot 
Ham” is now “non-stop.” I recently 
bought two plants from South Albany 
High School’s Horticulture Club 
which I promptly named Philip and 
Theodosia, respectively. Philip is 
named after Hamilton’s first son, 
Philip Hamilton. Theodosia is named 
after Burr’s daughter, Theodosia Burr 
Alston. I may or may not have named 
my plants after those children in order 
to sing “Dear Theodosia” when I 
water them. Maybe. Hopefully in the 
future, I’ll be able to have one plant 
for every character in “Hamilton;” 
starting with a cactus named after 
Hercules Mulligan, an orchid 
named after Elizabeth Schuyler 
Hamilton, and a succulent named 
after Angelica Schuyler Church.
   Long story short, I love musicals 
and “Hamilton” is no exception to 
that fact. Miranda and his talented 
crew have sung their way into the 
hearts of millions who eagerly await 
the chance to see the show live. I am 
100% sure that the wait will be well 
worth it, and all the fans will continue 
watching Miranda’s beautiful tweets. 
Don’t worry, we’ll “Wait For It.”

Interested in placing an ad for your business in the 2016-
2017 school year? Now’s your chance!

Business Card sizes are $25 and 4x6 inch sizes are $50

If you are interested, please contact [contact] when the fol-
lowing school year begins in September.

YOUR AD HERE

 Stephen Curry
 -Better ball handler. 
 -Better shooter.
 -One of the all time greatest three    
point shooters of all time.
 -Better at stealing the ball on         
defense.

 
 
 
LeBron James
-Better scorer. 
-Better athlete. 
-Better defender. 
-Better all around player
-One of   the greatest players of 
all time
 

Who’s 
Better?
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What are your summer plans?
“I will be working at 
Dairy Queen. I have 
fun and go home to 
my parents house in 
Eastern Oregon,”
- Rebekah George, 11.

“I’m probably going 
camping along the 
beach and getting a 
job somewhere close,”
- Alexandra Anderson, 
10.

“I’m going to be 
weight lifting to get a 
summer body along 
with training for 
football,”
- Cameron Robertson, 
9.

“I’m likely to go 
camping at my 
family’s cabin and 
celabrate my 
birthday,”
- Thomas Barnes, 10.

“I’m going on 
vacation to Hawaii for 
a family reunion; lots 
of 
traveling,” 
- Auston Bishop, 11.

“I’m going on a trip 
with my dad to the 
Southern part of 
Oregon. I would also 
like to go swimming 
in the lake,”
- Joy Barnard, 9.

Thank you to all of our sponsors 
who continually support the 

publication of this newspaper!

June 2016

1.) Legend of Zelda: Breath of the 
Wild

2.) Walking Dead Season 3
3.) Battlefield 1
4.) Amazing Spiderman
5.) Mass-Effect: Andromeda

Top Games Featured at E3 2016


Q: What are your plans for the upcoming summer?
A: “This summer I will be exploring Europe with my relatives and their 
friends who live there.”

Q: How long have you guys been planning this trip?
A: “It’s always been a dream to experience Europe, but it became a reality in 
the middle of the school year”

Q: How long do you guys plan to be there?
A: “I will be leaving June 21st and leaving to Mexico on July 22... The jet leg 
is going to suck.”

Q:What’s countries will you be visiting?
A: “Frankfurt, Nuremberg, Neuschwanstein, Zurich, Milan, Florence, Rome, 
Napoli, Pisa, Manarola, Monaco, Montpellier, France, Barcelona, Madrid, 
San Sebastián, Burdeos, Paris, Brujas, Bruselas, and Amsterdam!”

Q: What are you mostly looking forward to?
A: “Mainly the memories I will get to keep and bring back to share! And the 
food of course!”

Q: How will this year’s summer vacation compared to last years sum-
mer?
A: “This summer will be even more fun and more of an experience.”

Summer
Vacation

Uva Avila

Q: Do you like your name? 
Yes, I love my name because I have never met 
someone with the same name. 

Q: Why did your parent’s pick your name? 
They chose it because it’s very different from the other names, and it’s very 
unique and girly. 

Q: When your name is pronounced wrong, do you correct them? 
My name is always mispronounced, which isn’t a big deal, but I just kindly 
correct them.

Q: Do you plan on keeping your name or changing it? 
I plan to keep it because I’m genuinely happy with the name my parents gave me. 

Q: Have you ever been made fun of for your name? 
No, I haven’t ever been made fun of for the name my parents gave me. 

Q: If/when you plan on having children, do you plan on also giving them a 
unique name?
If I have children, I will give them a unique name to have so I can pass on the 
unique names to the following generation.

Unique Name

6.) Titanfall 2
7.) Dishonored 2
8.) Dead Rising 4
9.) Halo Wars 2
10.) Scalebound
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