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   South Albany High School is 
fi lled to the brim with inspiring, 
hardworking staff. Unfortunately, 
SAHS will be saying farewell to 
fi ve of their staff members.  This 
year’s retirees are Michael Hermens, 
Custodian, Jackie LaBonte, Career 
Center Extraordinaire, Rich 
Lehman, Drafting Instructor, Judy 
Smith, Special Education teacher, 
and Lorina Johnson, Fine Arts 
Teacher, who retired in January. 
   Saying goodbye is sometimes the 
hardest thing a person has to do in their 
lifetime. Essentially, saying goodbye 
is meant to mean the same thing, no 
matter what language it is said in. 
Retirement does not have to be all 
that grim and weary though. Afterall, 
it is opening up a new chapter in one’s 
life, leading to new opportunities.  
   Judy Smith, South Albany High 
School’s Special Education and Basic 
Skills Program teacher for the past 25 
years, wishes to travel, spend time 
with her children and grandchildren, 
and to get healthy, mentally and 
physically, with the free time she 
will have, as her new opportunities. 
  Rich Lehman, SAHS drafting 
instructor, assistant track and 
freshman girls’ basketball  coach for 
the past 31 years, said that “I have 

decided to spend more time with 
my family and help my parents,” as 
well as, “riding my bike across the 
US in March and April of next year.”  
   Often, the emotions are the most 
unyielding part. Whether it would be 
emotionally or physically hesitant 
to leave, or maybe even both, it 
seems that the scariest part is always 
the ending of something great. 
   “I will miss working with 
the people in the Basic Skills 
Program, staff friendships, making 
a positive difference in student’s 
lives, and helping students reach 
their potential,” mentioned Smith.  
   “I will miss relationships with 
the students and staff at South. I 
feel excited and disappointed all at 
the same time if that is possible.  I 
have spent 35 years, starting my 
school year, by coming to South 
Albany as either a student or staff.  
That is going to be a big change this 
September.  I will truly miss starting 
the year and being in the rhythm of 
the school year,” stated Lehman.
   “The day I heard Mr. Lehman was 
retiring, I didn’t want to believe 
it because he was one of my most 
favorite teachers at South. It actually 
almost brought tears to my eyes. My 
experience with Lehman has been 
amazing because I have learned so 
much from him, like from Freshman 
Success, and especially the fact 

SAVANNAH PALMER

Until We Meet Again

   Barack Obama is about to leave 
offi ce after an eight year service as the 
president of the United States. Aside 
from him being the fi rst black president, 
the U.S. has experienced some amazing 
feats during his presidency. Some say 
that Obama is a bad president, while 
others say he is the best president 
there has ever been, it is safe to say 
there are diverse opinions on the topic. 
   The pros and cons Americans 
hear about Obama are what form 
their opinions about him. Alexandra 
Anderson, sophomore, and Justin 
GaVette, South Albany High School 
history teacher, both agree Obama 
kept promising things, but when he 
became president, “it all went down 
the drain,” as Anderson phrased it.
   Quora.com says the reformation 
of health care is one of the biggest 
pros of Obamas time in offi ce. Many 
would argue Obamacare to be a 
negative outcome of his presidency 
because families are fi ned on 
their taxes if they do not purchase 
insurance, but before this change 
in the healthcare system, 20% were 
uninsured and this fi xed that confl ict. 
   Obama has repaired the state of foreign 
relations substantially, especially with 
Europe. “Many nations had tense 
relations with the United States due to the 
aggressive and antagonistic approach 
taken by Bush,” explained quora.com.
   Probably one of the most controversial 
risks Obama  took was supporting 
marriage equality. This was a big move 
for a president to make especially 
because of political risks and that there 
we’re “only a very slight majority 
was in favor of it,” states quora.com.
   Naturally, this arose confl ict. For 
years this has been debated in political 
and non-political settings around the 
world. Not long after the legalization 
of same sex marriage, the vocalized 
disagreements and debates died down, 
but still are present in the background.
   A weakness Obama has, according 
to quora.com, is that “[He is] not a 
particularly good spokesman for the 
democratic cause. He can make an 
excellent speech, and when he’s on, 
he’s really good. [Obama] has shown 
to be a better spokesman for himself 
than for progressive principles.”
   Many believe that Obama has been 
over-confi dent and he often leaves 
himself wide open to Republican 
attacks on trivial things such as the 
arrest of Henry Louis Gates and 
his comments on Trayvon Martin.
   Obama did great things in offi ce and 
some things that have not been in the 
best interest of the U.S. GaVette said, 
some of the best things Obama did 
while in offi ce is “Finding new ways 
to support students in all aspects of 
education and fi nding ways they can 

BRITTANY BECK move up on the latter, education wise.”
   Note to future voters, it is important 
to start thinking about what would 
make a good president. Anderson 
says, “I want a president who acts 
formal and sophisticated. One that 
takes in everyone’s opinion and 
makes smart decisions that are for 
the nation’s best interest and not 
just for his/her benefi t. One that 
deals with nuclear attacks properly.”
   GaVette, says he wants a president 
who “focuses on the good of the 
people. Someone who is going 
to support students and veterans. 
Someone who will unite our 
country rather than dividing it.”
   What is important to take into 
consideration when choosing a 
candidate to vote for? “Defi nitely, what 
I believe in. Also how they act towards 
certain questions, allies, citizens 
of America, and other candidates 
in the running, their personality 
towards others,” Anderson added.
   GaVette has similar views on the 
topic. He said, “One must take a 
look at the entire platform rather 
than a single issue and think, ‘How 
does this candidate represent me?’”
   There has been a new hashtag 
fl oating around social media that reads 
#TooYoungToVote. This allows those 
who are not of legal voting age to be 
heard and to argue that their opinion 
matters as much as anybody else’s 
does because they’re the future of the 
United States. When asked to complete 
the following statement, I may be too 
young to vote, but I’m not too young 
to…, Anderson continued to say, “Give 
my opinion on how I feel, for others to 
see it and take it into consideration.”
   When asked about, if the legal 
voting age were to be lowered, how 
she would feel, Anderson said, “With 
younger people, you can see what 
they say but they don’t always know 
the whole story; they tend to base 
the majority of their opinion on the 
rumors they hear from parents, friends, 
or social media, etc. I think that the 
voting age should be raised up to 
twenty. Eighteen isn’t mature enough. 
As an adult, you will be more mature 
about it and be more open minded.”
   “It’s important to defi ne their belief 
systems rather than it be infl uenced 
by anyone else,” GaVette stated.
   When it comes down to it, every 
candidate would do almost anything 
to win, but the U.S. needs a strong 
leader that will put the country over 
anything else. It’s important to take 
into consideration the opinions of 
all American citizens no matter their 
age. So, future voters, complete this 
statement yourself, “I may be too young 
to vote, but I’m not too young to…” 
Get your opinion out there, let people 
know that your opinion matters too.

Bye, Obama
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   2.5 million: this is the number of 
undocumented students under 18 
living in the United States, according 
to Educators for Fair Consideration. 
Of these students, approximately 
65,000 are graduating high school 
each year, and many of them are 
searching for methods to pursue 
higher education. The process can 
be lengthy, but it is well worth it. 
South Albany High School has been 
home to several undocumented 
students, mainly Latinos, and will 
most likely continue to do so. 
  An Albany student, who will be 
referred to as Jane, has been living 
in the U.S. since she was fi ve years 
old. As soon as she was eligible to 
start the process to obtain a Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals 
(DACA) number, she jumped on 
the opportunity. The process, an 
expensive sequence of several ($500  
appointments with a lawyer), was 
diffi cult to handle. Unfortunately, 
Jane had to go through it twice. 
   “The fi rst time I applied, we paid 
a total of $1,500, but it got lost 
in the mail, so I had to reapply,” 
she recounted, “With the fees 

we ended up paying, both times 
together were a total of $3,600.”
   She is not the fi rst in her family to 
apply for her SSN. Her father, who was 
in the military, underwent the process 
several years ago, as well as Jane’s 
sister, who turned 15 in 2010. Both 
of their applications were processed 
smoothly, unlike Jane’s. Her younger 
brother, who is now 11 and a citizen 
by birth, can help their mother 
obtain her citizenship in 10 years. 
   Young children understand 
the implications of their status. 
Technically, they do not need an 
SSN to work, drive, or go to college, 
according to the Social Security 
Administration. However, non 
citizens are ineligible to receive 
federal fi nancial aid. This may be 
the biggest hurdle they must jump, 
especially since the College Board 
reports that there was nearly a 
$300 tuition increase for public, 
four year institutions for in state 
residents. For out of state tuition, 
the increase was nearly $800. 
   Jane, who has been dreaming 
of college since she was a young 
child, is excited to qualify for 
more fi nancial aid. She hopes 
her brother will understand 

his own opportunities soon. 
   “Growing up, I knew that I was 
undocumented and would have a hard 
time going to college, so I wanted to 
try harder, but the fi rst time I applied 
and found out I was approved was 
when I was younger. I thought, ‘Oh, 
cool.’ After that, I learned more 
about college and what I wanted 
to do, so the second time I was 
approved, I cried,” expressed Jane. 
   For undocumented high school 
students of any origin, counselor 
Clair Smith strongly recommends 
honesty with counselors so they can 
help the student take advantage of 
free college at LBCC. They can also 
receive aid with the Oregon Promise 
(although they must apply for the 
Oregon Student Aid Application 
(ORSAA), instead of FAFSA). 
   “I want to be able to spread the 
word, but I also know that it’s a 
very sensitive topic. It’s hard for 
families to trust us as counselors so 
that they feel comfortable knowing 
that we just want the best for their 
students,” explained Smith, “I 
think everybody needs to have a 
conversation with their counselor 
early, so that we get to know your 
unique situation and we can make the 
best plan for you, no matter what it 
is, especially if you aren’t going to 
be able to qualify for fi nancial aid.”  
   For more information about 
scholarships, DACA, and other 
resources for undocumented students, 
see Clair Smith in the counseling 
offi ce, or visit these websites:  
http://www.immigrationpolicy.org/

just-facts/deferred-action-childhood-
arrivals-qa-guide-updated 
http://www.thedream.us/

http://genprogress.org/about/
scholarships-for-undocumented-

students-2/ 

Undocumented Students

that I would love to do drafting 
as a career. I will miss his sassy 
comments he throws out once in 
awhile and it never fails to make 
me laugh,” stated Susie Montes, 10.
   “Hearing that Mrs.Smith is leaving 
made me sad , but also happy for 
her, that she doesn’t have to work 
anymore. I will miss her all around 
silliness. My experience with 
her has been awesome. She has 
helped me to love going to school. 
She taught me how to be nice to 
people and how to do the right 
thing,” mentioned Hope Virtue, 9.
   Lehman’s goodbye message states: 
“The relationships that you form 
as students and coworkers are most 
important. Know what things you 
need to survive...love, compassion, 
generosity. Be willing to take risks, 
miracles are related to risk; take 
responsibility for fi nding those that 
need help and risk helping them, and 
pour out your heart without having 
or knowing it all or how it will play 
out, pour it into others; fi nd ways to 
serve.” While Smith said, “do the right 
thing and enjoy the simple things.”
  Saying goodbye is meant to mean 
the same thing, no matter what 
language it is said in; so on that note, 
auf wiedersehen (German), au revoir 
(French), and arrivederci (Italian); 
all meaning “until we meet again.” 

Thanks for your service!

Not pictured: Michael Hermens, Lorina Johnson 
(see our January 2016 Issue), Jackie LaBonte (see page 10).

Judy Smith Rich Lehman

OLIVIA GUILLÉN

The UCLA Labor reports that only 5-10% of undocumented students 
enter higher education due to lack of Financial Aid.
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  The class of 2016 has brought 
memorable moments for South 
Albany High School sports. Four 
year athletes have put their hard work 
and effort into what they really love 
to do. For most of them, they have 
put all their effort into a sport that 
they want to pursue in the future.
    Gabby Swope, senior, has been with 
the South Albany swim team since 
freshman year, but has been swimming 
for fi ve years. It is the only sport 
she ever did in high school, and she 
likes that swimming is an individual 
sport with a sense of team unity. 
Swope did not give up on swimming 
because it was something that she 
loved to do. She was the girls captain 
swim team and was given an award 
for giving swim team 110 percent 
two years in a row, an award given 
to the hardest worker on the team.
   “Swimming made me develop 
really good time management skills 
and how to work well with others. I 
also learned how to be a leader and 
for quite a while swimming made 

me happier,” Swope commented, “I 
had to balance school, swimming, 
and a job, so I learned to balance 
my time to get everything done. I 
was happier while doing swimming 
because that’s where my friends 
were and I liked the atmosphere.”
    Chelby Crites, senior, was inspired 
by her family to play golf. This sport 
is something that her family plays 
together and she wanted to improve 
her skills. It was also an activity 
that her brother, Jeremy, did and she 
wanted to try it as well. Golf was 
her only sport she played in high 
school and she is hoping to play 
golf for her free time in the future.
   “I like golf because it’s a fairly 
relaxed sport and you actually 
get to talk to people and get to 
know your opponents,” Crites 
stated, “I didn’t quit golf because 
it was something I enjoyed.”
   Alina Bitter, senior, has played 
softball all four years of high school, 
but has been playing the sport since 
she was in fi fth grade. Bitter’s 
cousins inspired to play softball. 
This was the only sport that she ever 
played, besides volleyball in her 

Dedicated SeniorsPowderpuff 
Highlights

Score: 
12-6

Seniors won!

Nicole Niskanen, 12, runs to the endzone.

Lauren Kerlegan, 11, rushing four yards.

seventh grade year. She would like 
to play softball in college, but she 
decided not to play in college because 
she wants to be able to just focus on 
school. She never considered quitting 
playing softball because she has a 
strong love for the sport and she made 
a commitment to her teammates. 
Softball has taught her the ultimate 
lesson about teamwork and has kept 
her involved with it. As a junior, she 
was awarded for all league mention 
and also the best offensive player. 
   “I like the jittery feeling I get 
before a game is about to start. I like 
the feeling of getting a hit, getting 
on base and scoring for my team,” 
Bitter explained, “I love being on 
a team with my friends and helping 
younger girls develop their skills.” 
   These athletes have put their effort, 
courage, hard work, and time into the 
sports that they enjoy doing. When 
hard work pays off, these athletes 
get something great out of how 
much work they put into something. 
South Albany four year athletes have 
proven that they will be successful for 
their sports if they play in the future.  

   Swimming since she was fi ve 
years old, Molly Beamer, senior, is 
a record breaking, state placing, and 
district champion athlete. On April 
21st, 2016, she offi cially signed her 
National Letter of Intent to Oregon 
State University as a D-1, or division 
one, swimmer. Her consistent efforts 
and pushing through barriers have 
proven to be successful, but the 
road was not entirely easy for her. 
   “I’m motivated by my passion, 
and the great feeling it gives me 
when I succeed,” stated Beamer. 
“I’ve grown up with coaches and 
people never believing in me, and 
telling me I would never make it 
this far. Luckily, my parents have 
been by my side to help me defy 
those comments and never give up.” 
   For the 13 years of her life that she 
has been swimming, she had always 
had two lifelong fans. Her mother,  
Kerri Beamer, and her father, Hal 
Beamer. Driving her back and forth to 
the pool, planning their lives around 
her meets, and always supporting 
her physically and emotionally, were 
all in a day’s work for them. Being 
the parents to a newly D-1 swimmer 
will not be easy, but her parents have 
plenty experience in supporting 

their daughter, through everything. 
   “I will always remember her fi rst 
meet,” Kerri Beamer, Molly’s mother, 
reminisced. “She was fi ve years old. 
She cried most of the meet, but still 
wanted to swim. She completed all 
her events, and dove off the blocks. 
After that, she seemed to conquer 
all her fears of being at a meet.”
   “I don’t think people realize the 
dedication her sport takes,” Kerri 
added. “It isn’t seasonal, but year 
round, often being at the pool at 5:20 
for morning practice, and having 
a second practice in the afternoon. 
Since she was 13, she has been 
swimming 15-20 hours a week. She 
is constantly having to juggle her 
schedule and make decisions about 
attending extracurricular events 
because of homework and sleep, 
and she has missed a lot of fun 
activities because of swimming,”
   Molly is not only a great swimmer, 
but is very successful in academics, 
involved in choir, and leadership.
   “It was important to her dad and I to 
make sure that she had opportunities 
to do other activities. We didn’t want 
her to wake up one day and say, ‘all 
I did was swim.’ We wanted her 
to be well-rounded,” stated Kerri. 
   Being a D-1 athlete is a huge 
accomplishment. Molly will be 

competing in the Pac-12, with 
some of the fastest swimmers. In 
the last ten years of South Albany 
High School, there has not been a 
student to move on to be a part of 
it. It is the top of college athletics. 
  “It’s basically where the pros 
and Olympians come out,” Molly 
explained. “Honestly, as cool as it 
sounds to be D-1, I tried not to choose a 
college based on division. I would’ve 
gone to a division two or three school, 
but other colleges didn’t compare.” 
   Along with competing 
with the strongest swimmers, 
Beamer also receives many 
benefi ts from the NCAA. 
  “I get a lot of perks for school, for 
example: free tutoring and priority 
placement. At OSU, I will have a 
personal trainer, a weights coach, free 
food, a coach focusing on swimming, 
being in a brand new dorm, and 
travelling,” Molly remarked.
   “I’m also secretly glad she 
will be so close by, so we will be 
able to watch her compete more 
frequently than if she had chosen a 
college out of state,” added Kerri. 
   Molly Beamer exemplifi es the 
well rounded student that most strive 
to be; showing that with years of 
practice and perseverance, one’s 
biggest dreams can become reality. 

Molly 
Beamer: 

D-1 
Athlete

BAILEY MAYFIELD

Molly Beamer, 12, with parents Kerri and Hal Beamer at her OSU 
signing.

Q: How did you feel when you found out your Hall of 
Fame status?
A: “I didn’t believe it at fi rst, because I didn’t think I was good 
enough to make it, but when all the coaches recgonized me, I was 
pretty happy about that.”

Q: What is your favorite memory and/or your proud-
est achievement related to sports?
A: “Winning the conference titles against Corvallis our last game.”

Q: Will you be involved in sports in any way after 
high school?
A: “I’m going to come back, and try to help coach for the track 
program.”  

Q: What will you miss most about sports/your 
teams?
A: “I’m going to miss winning the most.”

Q: Do you have any good advice for younger ath-
letes who aspire to make the HOF or stand out as an 
athlete? 
A: “Just don’t slack off.”

Nicole Niskanen, 12, 
scored both touchdowns 

for the seniors.

Inna Demchuk, 11, scored 
the touchdown for the 

juniors.


Gabby Swope, 12. Chelby Crites, 12. Alina Btter, 12.

Hall of Fame Highlight:
Kyle Thompson
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    Prom is an international event 
that many high schoolers look 
forward to. Hollywood and other 
movie industries have perpetuated 
the ideal prom night since prom 
became more covered in the 1940’s 
and 1950’s. Dreams of a perfect slow 
dance with a special someone under 
a beautiful array of gentle lighting 
to a current hit song about love is a 
common trope used in prom scenes. 
However, what happens when this 
night fails to live up to expectations? 
Are some standards too high?
   Prom (short for the word 
“promenade”) dates back to the late 
1800’s according to Time. Schools 
often held formal banquets for their 
graduating class. As time went 
on and proms were held in school 
gymnasiums instead of at country 
clubs (where they were originally held 
when they were more of a banquet 
setting) and gained media coverage, 
they slowly became commonly linked 
to a typical high school in the mind 
of the public. Most proms have a 
monarch aspect in which the students 
elect a prom king and queen (other 
schools may have a similar idea, but 
reject the idea of the school royalty 
being strictly limited to male and 
female). This is used in teen movies 
with the protagonist and antagonist, 
usually female, contending for the 
same role in their school’s social 

ladder. Older genres have high school 
students refusing the idea of going 
solo at a dance, but today’s society 
is much more accepting of the idea. 
   South Albany High School’s 2016 
prom was on April 30 at Oregon 
State University’s Alumni Center. 
The theme was a Cinderella-
inspired Royal Ball. JJ Roper 
and Bailey Kachel, seniors, were 
elected as the prom king and queen. 
   James Vermilyea, senior, is one of 
the many students who attended prom. 
   “It was good to a point. There was 
a lot of things to complain about, 
but in the end, it was a good night,” 
he remembered. Vermilyea recalls 
his prom realities as not matching 
up with typical expectations.
   “Everyone expects prom to be 
the best thing in the world and that 
nothing bad can happen, but...
it’s just another dance. For me, I 
ripped my pants towards the end 
of prom and it cost me $65 to fi x.” 
   However, he did enjoy spending 
time with his friends. “Don’t be 
afraid to go alone or with friends 
if you don’t have a date. Once you 
arrive, you’ll probably fi nd that 
you have more friends there than 
you think and you’ll adapt to it.”
   Hayley Harlan, freshman, also went 
to prom with friends and her date.
   “I thought it was really fun and 
really cool to go during my freshman 
year because most people don’t get 
to,” she expressed. Due to the fact 
that she did not really know what to 
expect from prom, she was not too 
concerned about her expectations 
and realities not matching up. In 
fact, dressing up for prom was her 
favorite part. Harlan’s advice to 
future prom attendees is to “get a 
short dress so you can dance, and it’s 
a lot more fun if you go with friends.”
   While proms may not always match 
the expectations forwarded onto the 
public by the media, it is important 
to remember to not let them dictate 
the course of the entire night. Plus, 
the process of getting ready for 
prom is just as fun as attending. 

Prom Reality

    It is the last few minutes of the 
awards assembly. The student body 
has been waiting for about two 
hours to hear the announcement of 
the class of 2016’s Valedictorians 
and Salutatorian. Standing in front 
of the whole school and a group of 
the South Albany High community, 
seniors and candidates for Val and Sal 
are all in a row waiting for the results. 
The standing seniors are Alina Bitter, 
Shaelyn Cox, Dominick Crittenden, 
Stephanie Dilbone, Olivia Guillen, 
Austin Gulstrom, Amanda Kelley, 
Austin Knobloch, Landon Matta, 
Katelyn McDaniel, Felix Ramos, 
Gabrielle Swope, Ian Walker and 
Tyler Whittaker. All these students 
have maintained a weighted or GPA 
(Grade Point Average) of a 4.0. 
Weighted GPA is on a scale from 0 to 
5.0, unlike unweighted/ cumulative 
GPA which is on a 0 to 4.0 scale. 
   Principal Brent Belveal announces 
the 2016 Salutatorian fi rst. With the 
drum roll coming from the audience, 
it is announced: Gulstrom was 
crowned Salutatorian. Following 
the tension from the crowd, Belveal 
announces the dual Valedictorians. 
South Albany High School state 
champion dancer Dilbone and speech 
debate champion Whittaker both have 
the honor of being Valedictorians. 
   Coming so far as to be standing in 
front of their peers and teachers and 
holding a 4.0 throughout the whole four 
years of high school is a great honor. 
   “I have somewhat mixed feelings 
on getting Salutatorian; on one hand 
it’s just a title and all it means is that 
I have to give a speech, but on the 
other hand I got a plaque, and those 
are pretty cool,” shared Gulstrom 
on what he feels on getting Sal. 
   South Albany High Schools 
offers both the Valedictorians and 
Salutatorian to share a speech during 

Salutatorian:
the graduating assembly on the 
seventh of June at the Linn County 
Fairgrounds and Expo Center. 
    A roadblock that comes between 
students getting to the top of the 
class are the rigorous classes they 
are expected to take. Gulstrom shares 
his secrets to success and how he 
managed to stay at the top of his class. 
   “I have learned to be very productive 
when it comes to completing 
homework at 3 a.m. I think the biggest 
thing people can do to stay on track 
is to just do what they enjoy. This 
can be any type of class or activity, 
because when school becomes 
purely academic, it stops being 
enjoyable,” commented Gulstrom.
   Gulstrom has been involved in 
cross-country, leadership, Key Club, 
and speech and debate. He mentioned 
that by participating in activities, it 
made school an enjoyable place to 
come and allowed him to occasionally 
shift his focus from academics. 
   Gulstrom said, “Easily the hardest 
class I’ve ever taken was AP chemistry. 
I avoided mental breakdowns while 
stressing about how impossible 
chemistry was. All I can say is 
don’t overwhelm yourself, do your 
homework. It sucks, but it actually 
makes tests easier, oddly enough.” 
   Finally, Gulstrom gave advice 
for the underclassmen who plan on 
proceeding with their hard work 
and dedication to their academics in 
school, “Keep your head in the game. 
If you did what I did, then senior year 
will be the most overwhelming year 
of your high school career, because 
you just want it to be done, but 
you have so much more to do. Just 
don’t give up, be prepared for many 
sleepless nights, and know that you’re 
insane, but it pays off in the end.”
   South Albany High School is honored 
to acknowledge these students as 
Valedictorians and Salutatorian and 
rewards them for their hard work 
and dedication in their academics.

Front Runners

   According to Dictionary.com, 
success is defi ned as the favorable or 
prosperous termination of attempts or 
endeavors; the accomplishment of one's 
goals. South Albany High School’s 
13 front-runner valedictorians have 
obviously succeeded their aims and 
purposes throughout their high school 
career. These runner-ups are Seniors 
Alina Bitter, Shaelyn Cox, Dominick 
Crittenden, Stephanie Dilbone, Austin 
Gulstrom, Amanda Kelley, Austin 
Knobloch, Landon Matta, Katelyn 
McDaniel, Felix Ramos, Gabrielle 
Swope, Ian Walker and Tyler Whittaker, 
all having a GPA ranging of at least 4.0.  
   Obviously, being a front-
runner, in cludes having to put 
a lot of effort into most of what 
you do, but every little bit counts.  
   “I think that every single class 
counts. Like you have to push yourself 
to be a good student and sometimes 
that means picking homework over 
friends,” stated Amanda Kelley, 12.
   “I feel that a lot of my effort went into my 

work. I had perfect attendance up until 
the second semester of my senior year 
and I worked hard in all of my classes to 
earn a 4.0,” said Austin Knobloch, 12. 
   “It feels nice that 4 years of trying 
hard has paid off and that I made it to 
the level I wanted to. That being said, 
it was hard. It took a lot of effort, 
and a lot of time and stress, but I 
would say it was defi nitely worth 
it,” mentioned Tyler Whittaker, 12. 
Being “crowned” as a runner-up for 
valedictorian, or even salutatorian, 
would defi nitely be a pretty big 
accomplishment on its own.   
   “I didn’t know offi cially that I was a 
runner up, but it feels nice that 4 years of 
trying hard has paid off and that I made it 
to the level I wanted to,” said Whittaker.
   “When I found out that I was a runner 
up, I was pretty excited. It’s diffi cult 
balancing work, school, leadership 
and AP classes on top of it, but I feel 
prepared for college, so I wouldn’t 
have it any other way,” stated Kelley.      
   “I didn’t know that I was a runner up, 
and even then, I didn’t think I would’ve 
been.. So I was pretty surprised when I 

found out, and I think that it’s a really 
cool opportunity,” mentioned Knobloch.
   From all of the knowledge that has been 
proven from the runner-ups, it should 
not be a problem to share a thing or two.      
   “As a word of advice, don’t be 
afraid to push yourself. Even if you 
think you’re not super strong in a 
subject, it is always worth pushing 
yourself the extra step to better prepare 
yourself for the future,” said Kelley.
   While Knobloch said “show up to school, 
do your school work and homework, 
and don’t get lazy. Stay motivated.” 
   “This doesn’t come easy. You’ve 
got to work for things that you want, 
and working for valedictorian is 
a lot of work,” stated Whittaker.
   According to Knobloch, “Success 
is the result of confi dence and hard 
work used to achieve something.”
    “Success is achieving what 
you work for no matter how 
diffi cult it may be,” said Kelley.
   “Success is different for everyone, 
I think, because everyone has 
different goals. I think success is 
just reaching the goals that you set 
for yourself,” mentioned Whittaker. 
   With his success, Knobloch plans to 
attend Portland State University to study 
architecture, and Kelley plans to attend 
Western Oregon University to study 
education. Whittaker plans to attend 
Santa Clara University to dual major 
in biotechnology and political science. 
See other articles to read more about 
the valedictorians and salutatorian, 
including features about Stephanie 
Dilbone and Austin Gulstrom.  
   “Success in life comes when you 
simply refuse to give up, with goals so 
strong that obstacles, failure, and loss 
only act as motivation,” -Anonymous.

ABBY SLANGA

James Vermilyea, 12

Austin Gulstrom, 12
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Attending the Indiana college, 
Goshen, has become a tradition in 
the Dilbone family. For generations 
past, the school has always been 
the best choice. Knowing of her 
parents’ and grandparents’ education 
experience, Stephanie Dilbone, 
senior, has decided to follow the 
path of many Dilbones before her.
   “I have a lot of connections to 
the school, so I’ve been looking 
into it for a long time. When I was 
younger I would say, “Oh, I  want 
to go to the same school you [her 
parents] went to,’” stated Dilbone.
   Four years ago, Dilbone made the 
decision that many have struggled 
with; what to be when high school 
is over. This decision was made 
by Dilbone in a Freshman Success 
class. Though some may change 
their future occupation, Dilbone 

never did. Taking in all factors, 
Dilbone decided that becoming 
a doctor was a dream to follow.
    The next step was to fi nd a school 
that will support her dream. She also 
needed to fi nd fi nancial help to pay 
for the schooling. There were many 
options as to where Dilbone could 
apply, Goshen being one of them.
   “Then I looked into it [Goshen] and 
they have a good science program, 
they’re successful, and their students 
get into med schools,” said Dilbone.
   The Presidential Leadership Award at 
Goshen is a huge scholarship that only 
a few are accepted for. The scholarship 
is for 19 thousand dollars a year, worth 
half of tuition. This scholarship is 
awarded to students for academic and 
leadership potential. When applying 
for this scholarship a particular 
process was followed. During the 
winter of this year, Dilbone admitted 
an application with a series of essays. 
After her application was accepted, 
Dilbone started the interview process. 
Dilbone’s leadership qualities were 
assessed during her day trip to Indiana. 
    “I can’t say I was confi dent. There 
were probably 60 kids applying 
for 10 spots,” Dilbone explained. 
   Another huge scholarship Dilbone 
received was the National Merit 
scholarship. Dilbone received this 
for being a National Merit Finalist. 
   “I was chosen as a semi-fi nalist 
because of my high PSAT score. 
I ended up with one from my 
school [Goshen], which makes 
me a ‘Scholar,’” said Dilbone.
   Goshen will be providing two 

thousand dollars every year Dilbone 
is attending the school. She will be 
focusing on majoring in different 
sciences that will help her push forward 
to her main goal of being a doctor. The 
fi rst science being Bio Chemistry.
   “I just love science… and it 
will help me prepare for my 
medical school,” Dilbone stated.
   On the 24th of May, Dilbone received 
the title of Co-Valedictorian, along 
with her boyfriend, Tyler Whittaker. 
This year there were many seniors 
with an unweighted 4.0, changing 
the way Valedictorian is chosen. To 
reduce the list, seniors with a weighted 
4.0 were to be Valedictorian. This 
left two students for the position, 
resulting in two co-recipients.
   Dilbone has proven that hard 
work and discipline pay off; she 
has received numerous scholarships 
this year from: ATI Wah Chang, 
Junior First Citizen, National MS. 
Society scholarship and a DDCA 
Academic Scholarship Recipient.
   Dilbone attributes her success 
to her parents. “They always 
encouraged me to do better and 
to do well,” Dilbone explained.
   Her parents, Jon and Lisa Dilbone, 
are both educators. Because of 
their positions, they were able to 
“encourage” her from a teacher’s 
“perspective.” Dilbone said they 
would do simple things like contact her 
teachers to help her succeed in school.
   “Getting good grades is diffi cult, 
but I think it’s easier for me then 
some people because of the support 
I have at home,” expressed Dilbone.

The Dilbone Legacy

Stephanie Dilbone, 12.

TILLY KAISER

Austin Gulstrom

Dominick Crittenden, Austin Gulstrom, Amanda Kelley, Austin Kno-
bloch, and Landon Matta, seniors, receive their honors awards.

Photo Courtesy of Don Bacher.
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   Disneyland: the happiest place 
on earth. It is that time of year 
again where Rebel Singers take 
their three day trip to Disneyland 
to sing and play their hearts out.
   Rebel Singers raise money for 
this trip in various ways. They do 
between four and fi ve different 
fundraisers such as: selling chocolate, 
working concessions at OSU, 
car washes and cell phone cords. 
   In the last 10 years, Rebel Singers 
has had the opportunity to go to 
Disneyland. This year is their fi fth 
time going. They perform at California 
Adventure in the Disneyland Resort 
and were able to sing in the morning. 
“On the second day of our 
Disneyland fun, we got to go back 
and do a “sound stage” session with 
a Disney professional.  She taught 
us some Disney music, we recorded 
it, and then our voices were with the 
Disney animation. All in about 30 
minutes of rehearsal and recording 
time. It was pretty amazing!” 
Brent DeYoung happily explains. 
   DeY oung’s favorite part of the trip is 
seeing the look on the students’ faces 

Disneyland 

LARISSA JAMES
as they enter Disneyland especially 
the ones who have never been there. 
“They are defi nitely memories to 
last a lifetime,” claims DeYoung.
   Senior Jack Rosman feels quite 
saddened that this is his last 
high school fi eld trip. But, he is 
overwhelmingly excited to go with 
his choir class. “I know I am going 
to do my best...even though I am a 
little sick,” states Rosman. This is his 
fi rst time going with Rebel Singers, 
but not his fi rst time at Disneyland.
  Most dreams do come true! 
Senior Tiffany Keough also went 
on the choir trip to Disneyland 
and was excited. She was looking 
forward to meeting Tinkerbell and 
Peter Pan. Keough joined choir 
her Junior year and this year was 
able to be a part of Rebel Singers. 
   “I am happy to be sharing an 
experience with a group that loves to 
sing as much as I love to,” said Keough.
     Trips and creating memories that 
will last forever like these are what 
high school more enjoyable. Yes, it 
is devastating leaving, but at least 
there were opportunities to create a 
few good memories before everyone 
continues on their next chapter in life.

    “A friend is someone who gives you 
total freedom to be yourself,” said 
singer and songwriter, Jim Morrison.
  J.J. Roper and Mario Marchand, 
seniors, have been friends since the 
second grade. In a couple of weeks, 
the class of 2016 will be graduating, 
and these two elementary friends 
are not willing to lose each other. 
Jokingly, Marchand said they won’t 
be friends anymore. After high 
school, they would be willing to hang 
out while still in Oregon. The two 
met in second grade at recess when 
Marchand asked if Roper played 
Pokemon, and from there they would 
always hang out with each other. They 
would go to fairs, carnivals, different 
towns, camping, family trips, to the 
zoo, the coast, and the aquarium. If 
either of their family goes somewhere, 
the other ends up going with them.
  The longest time they have been 
apart was for about a month when 
Roper went to North Carolina with 
family. Roper and Marchand never 
fi ght; if they did, they could only 
be mad at each other for a couple of 
hours before laughing at why they 
were mad about in the fi rst place. 
They recall some of their most 
memorable childhood moments.
    “We rolled around in cardboard 
boxes for hours. That was 
pretty funny,” Roper laughed.
    “We were like eight when we 
went to a corn maze and someone 
chucked a piece of corn and knocked 
J.J. out. It was more funny than 
scary,” recalled Marchand, laughing.

   Bailey Kachel and Sydney Stewart, 
seniors, have also been friends 
since fi rst grade. Kachel does not 
remember exactly how they met, but 
it was during recess, and their fathers 
had been friends as well. These two 
would go to the beach, camping, and 
crabbing, where they enjoyed doing 
outdoor activities. They have never 
been away from each other for more 
than a couple weeks. These best 
friends have never fought before. 
   The worst time they spent together 
was when Stewart’s grandma passed 
away. Not only did it affect Stewart, 
but it affected Kachel just the same. 
   Kachel’s favorite memory was 
when they stayed up until two in 
the morning when they found a 
spider and started screaming. They 
screamed until three when they 
realized the spider disappeared 
and they never went back to sleep.
   “There is no way we’re not going to 
be friends; she’s a big part of my life,” 
stated Kachel, with a smile on her face. 
   The worst thing they have done was 
two years ago at the enchanted forest. 
A sign had read that they couldn’t 
touch slime, but they did either way 
and Kachel almost tried drinking it.
   Amanda Kelley and Skyler 
Sadowsky, seniors, have been friends 
their whole lives. When they were 
younger they did everything together. 
They did not have an actual class 
together until fi fth grade. They would 
play wiffl e-ball, go fi shing, go to 
the park and go to baseball games. 
They’d do everything together. If one 
of them left on a family trip then they 
would feel devastated to be apart. 
Today, they would compare pictures 

of themselves from the past to now.
    “We got into a fi ght about certain 
types of girls. That lasted for a day 
and a half,” Kelley mentioned, 
laughing. After that, they had no idea 
why they had been arguing about it.
   Ingrid May and Marisol Martinez, 
seniors, have been friends since fi rst 
grade when May moved to Oregon 
from Mexico. In elementary and 
middle school they would always 
hang out, but now they barely hang 
out because of how busy they are. 
They were separated for two years in 
elementary. These two were always 
competitive when it came to sports. 
Their favorite memory was when 
they went to the coast together.
   “In middle school we went to 
the movies a lot, we’d go buy junk 
food at Fred Meyers, sneak it in 
our purses or our clothing and 
go to the movies. Afterwards we 
would sometimes go to Yogurt 
Extreme,” says Martinez, laughing. 
   “We would walk home without telling 
telling our parents. We would have 
the funniest conversation,” adds May.
   “I know things always change, but 
I know we will still be in each other’s 
[lives] even if we are apart. We’re both 
attending LBCC, so we’ll be seeing 
each other a lot,” explained May. 
  All these long time elementary 
friends will still remain friends 
after growing up. After high 
school these friends will go their 
separate ways and will still remain 
friends; continuing to support 
each other for the years to come.
   “True friends are never 
apart. Maybe in distance but 
never in heart.” -Anonymous.

Elementary Friends 
Today

PERLA JIMENEZ

    High school graduation ceremonies 
are all similar in some way. The 
excited/anxious seniors who are 
ready to get out of high school, 
the long ceremony, top class 
speeches, and class speeches. Class 
speeches are a way for graduating 
seniors to share their story, leave a 
message and say goodbye to their 
graduating class, peers, parents, 
teachers and other people who may 
be present during the ceremony. 
   Class speakers undergo a process 
of brainstorming and writing their 
speech; than they present their speech 
in front of the selection committee 
which is made up of majority of the 
English department (Denee Newton, 
Katie Gisler, Patrick Leahy, Trisha 
Farver and Brent Belveal). Finally 
after the revision process, the 
candidates share their speech in front 
of all the people at the ceremony. 
   The amount of speakers varies 
between each year, depending on 
the quality of each speech being 
presented that year. Students who 

tried out for the opportunity of 
representing their senior class as 
a class speaker were seniors Katie 
Beebe, J J Roper, Cuauhtemoc Reilly, 
Anthony Ross, and Austin Knobloch. 
From those candidates, the class 
of 2016’s class speakers who were 
selected were Roper and Ross. 
   Ross jokingly described the interview 
process that took place on the 16th 
of May. “They [Commencement 
Speaker Committee] take you into 
a dark room lit only by ceremonial 
candles, and then they start chanting 
in Latin louder and louder until 
you fi nished your speech. Then Mr. 
Leahy wearing the ceremonial robe 
of commencement chooses only 
the strongest of commencement 
speakers to join that sacred order.”  
   The second recipient, J J Roper shared 
what motivated him to be a class 
speaker, “I found out I was second 
most voted by my class. I really enjoy 
speaking in front of people, it doesn’t 
make me nervous and I want to share 
what I can before the next step.” 
   Roper stated the message he 
wants to leave for the senior class 

Senior 
Speeches

RAMON HERNANDEZ was to enjoy the little things in life 
and appreciate the things people 
take for granted before it is too late. 
   When asked what makes a good 
class speaker, Patrick Leahy said, 
“The most important quality of an 
applicant is their desire to speak 
and represent the graduating class.”
   Leahy has been part of the 
Commencement Speaker Committee 
for the past 11 years. Before this 
committee, only Valedictorians and 
Salutatorians had the opportunity to 
speak. Since then, the school uses a 
weighted GPA system which narrows 
it down to the top two or three students 
for Val and Sal according to Leahy. 
   “We try to strike a balance in 
fi nding speakers who represent 
various populations of the graduating 
class. We [the committee] seek 
variety in topics and reward the time 
and effort that auditioners have put 
into building their speeches.” Leahy 
added, “Personally, for me, I believe 
that the quality and range of speakers 
and topics have made commencement 
a richer experience for me. But, then 
again, I like listening to speeches.” 

JJ Roper, 12 Anthony Ross, 12
Q: When did you start dancing and why?
A: “I started dancing when I was three. My parents would always 
play music and I would dance around so they decided to put me in 
dance classes. Ever since, I’ve loved it.”

Q: How did you feel when you heard about getting into 
the activities hall of fame and who was the fi rst prerson 
you told?
A: “I felt accomplished and excited. My parents were the fi rst ones 
I told, they’ve been with me through my whole dance journey.”

Q: Will you continue to dance after high school?
A: “Yes, I want to minor or major in dance and I hope to manage 
my own studio someday.”

Q: What did you do to get into the activities hall of fame?
A: “I was chosen to be on the all-state team senior year and I won 
state sophomore and junior year.”

Q: What are your feelings on the activity hall of fame not 
being fully developed yet?
A: “Since I was a freshman, I heard talk about it someday being a 
thing. I’m very honored to be selected for it and I hope that it’s a 
thing someday.”

Makayla Halstead and 
Landon Matta, 12, 
dance at the homegoing 
assembly May 20th.

Rebel Singers performing at Disney. 

A preview of the 
2016 

graduation 
ceremony

Hall of Fame Highlight:
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   Senioritis is a crippling disease that 
mainly affects seniors in high school. 
This kills a student's future drive 
to have any amount of motivation 
towards school. Signs of major 
senioritis include symptoms such 
as constantly being bored at school, 
outbreaks of not wanting to do any 
work at all throughout the day, an 
excessive amount of lazy day outfi ts, 
and a development of a ‘couldn’t-
care less’ attitude. This also features 
a lack of studying, many repeated 
absences, and an eager feeling of 
wanting to leave school already. 
   One of the fi rst of many students 
constantly having to live through 
their last year of high school dealing 
with the burden of Senioritis is Chloe 
Borden. She is a senior, at South 
Albany High School, who defi nes 
Senioritis as, “When you’re burnt 
out from dealing with twelve years of 
school and just want it to end already.” 

  “The main problems I’ve dealt with 
from this [Senioritis] is dealing with 
constant excuses, so I don’t have to 
go to class. I also don’t have a strong 
urge to do any homework or school 
work. Senioritis can hit me every day 
at any given time. I mostly get it when 
I realize I have a long day ahead of 
me of walking behind slow students, 
dealing with loud people, and making 
an effort to just get through the day. 
My advice to incoming seniors is to 
actually go to class and really do your 
work school work,” added Borden.
   Another victim to the crucial suffering 
syndrome of Senioritis is Tiffany 
Dodson, senior, at SAHS, who caught 
this disease at a very young age. 
   Dodson says, “If we’re being real 
Senioritis started for me in like, 7th 
grade. It has caused me to end up 
having pretty bad grades for most 
of this semester, until I was forced 
to make them up at the last possible 
second. Senioritis gets to the best of 
me when I’m tired, stressed, or just 

don’t want to deal with school. If I 
can put something off for just a little 
bit longer before I’m doomed, I will.” 
   Dodson recommends to 
any lower classmen to start 
preparing for college early. 
   “That way, it’s not staring y ou in 
the face when while you’re trying to 
put together all of your graduation 
requirements for high school,” she 
comments about preparing for college. 
   “Senioritis will manifest in one 
way or another, and for some 
it’s much earlier than others. 
You may have been able to blow 
things off without consequences 
before, but when you’re a senior 
there are serious consequences 
for procrastinating,” said Dodson.
   Samantha Otto, senior, stated, 
“Senioritis is when you have 
zero motivation for anything but 
sleep or Netfl ix. Whenever I want 
to do school work, sleep just 
sounds 1085739 times better.” 
Some advice Otto recommends to 
other people is, “Never give up, nap 
when you can, but if you fi nd even 
the smallest amount of motivation, 
jump on doing your school work.”
   Some preventable actions 
include getting on top of things, 
not procrastinating work until the 
last second, but  most importantly 
start thinking about college sooner 
rather than later in one’s own high 
school career.. Senioritis is an 
obstacle that can be challenging 
to deal with, but not impossible to 
overcome. The only known current 
cure for senioritis is graduation.

     

Senioritis Outbreak

    Nearly a year after the April fi rst 
fi re that destroyed the South Albany 
High School cafeteria, SAHS 
students are given the opportunity 
to see the current construction 
of the band and choir rooms. 

Along with the loss of the SAHS 
cafeteria, rooms such as the choir 
and band department were burned.
      In the music department, Junior 
band student Jordan Dreher explained 
his experience walking into the 
construction of the band room to sign 
his name and share his observations.
   “There was a lot of construction 
workers and framing. We saw 
the blueprint layout and it 
looks like the old building.” 
   Band student Amanda 
Spencer, sophomore, shared 
her experience coming into the 
construction of the band room.
   Spencer who wrote her name on 
the wall said, “When I went in there 
[the band room] with the other band 
students, it was incredible seeing 
all the work being put into it. We 
got something good out of the fi re.” 
   Construction for building is 
scheduled to fi nish during the summer 
of 2016, which means the class of 
2016 will not get the opportunity to 
use it. Senior Kira Prince described 
how the old choir room appeared 

Writing on the Wall
to be before it was lost in the fi re. 
   “When you would walk in, there 
was a giant white board where people 
would draw pictures and write things 
on it and on the far wall, there was 
quotes from seniors from the past 
10 years,” commented Prince. 
   Prince is excited for the younger 
generation who will be able to use 
the new facility. Her message on the 
wall was: “Cherish every moment,” 
and “Living the Rebelation life.”
   Choir student Sarah Shetka, 
sophomore, gave her point of 
view of the current construction 
status of the choir room. 
   “It was open, had a high ceiling 
and a lot of lights and windows. 
I didn’t think it would have as 
much windows, ” describes Shetka. 
   Along with the other students, 
Shetka wrote her name on the 
wall and drew some fl owers.
     From the ongoing support the band 
and choir departments have received, 
the students returning in the fall will 
greatly benefi t from the new building. 
What was once lost, is now replaced.

    As the end of the 2015-2016 school 
year is appearing on the horizon, 
students across the country may be 
wondering how their lives will be 
in the adult world. The increased 
relevance of things like “taxes,” 
“accumulated debt,” and “making 
one’s own appointments” is found 
to be quite terrifying and impossible 
to deal with. Fortunately, there 
are steps that can be taken to help 
turn these fears into realities that 
are at least somewhat tolerable. 
   The fi rst step to transitioning 
into adult life is fi nding a place to 
stay. This is typically with parents/
guardians or in a rented apartment 
depending on what plans the person 
has upon completing a high school 
education; whether it be a diploma 
or a GED. Once this is determined, 
it will be easy to fi gure out basic 
living costs. For example, if one 
decides to continue living with their 
parents for a while, then the basic 
living costs (possible rent/mortgage, 
utilities, supplies, and food) have 
a better chance on being covered. 
Some costs, like phone bills, may be 
passed on to the young adult if the 
parents/guardians see fi t. According 
to Uswitch in 2013, it costs the 
average household about $26,539.16 
a year for all of the necessary 
expenses. However, this information 
was acquired from families. This 
total would be a lot less for a 
person who is living by themselves.
   Once a job is secured (whether 
it is during high school or after), 

a person will need a way to get 
themselves there. Depending on the 
distance from their house to their job, 
they could walk or ride their bike. 
However, if the job is far away and 
parents/guardians are not available 
to give rides, then it would probably 
be easier for the person to have their 
own car. This means budgeting for a 
car if there is not one available and 
making sure that the person has their 
driver’s license. Depending on the 
pay of the current job, the budget 
could be split into three ways: a third 
for college and/or loans (optional 
depending on the person’s plan), 
a third for a car, gas money, and 
insurance, and a third for spending 
money on wants rather than needs. 
The “fun” part of the budget is always 
the portion that should be rationed 
out fi rst when money fl ow is tight. 
   In addition, there are so many 
websites out there that provide 
information and resources for 
handling these new responsibilities. 
You Can Deal With It is a website 
that provides different calculators, 
tips, personal stories, and more. 
   While the adult world is defi nitely a 
scary one and responsibilities feel like 
bullies, fi nding a pattern is an acquired 
sense that will come over time with a 
lot of practice. Plus, people are not 
alone in this process of growing up. 
There are many resources that offer 
assistance; such as employment 
centers, school guidance counselors, 
and local career centers where 
information can be gathered about 
job and volunteer opportunities. The 
feeling of stability in one’s life is out 
there, and it can be achieved through 
hard work and determination. 

Get Your Life
Together

Elizabeth Oleman

Organizing the 

“When I was younger my dad got in a really bad ac-
cident and had to have a lot of blood transfusions and 
it sparked my interest because you’re donating blood, 

you’re helping people out just like my dad so it’s kind of 
something that is dear to my heart. I’ve been in charge 

of organizing these drives since my sophomore year, and 
I’ve donated four times.”

1

ABBY SLANGA

SAMANTHA CHAVARRIA

RAMON HERNANDEZ

Seniors Lindsay Estis and Kira 
Prince leave their SAHS legacy.

Photo courtesy of Kira Prince.

blood drive

 “Think before you speak; 
words do go a lot farther 

than people think they do.” 
- Clay Hubbard

Advice from Seniors

“Come here to learn… 
because you want to. Even if 
you don’t wanna work, try.”

- Andazia Roberts

“Take every opportunity 
that you get, you’re not going 
to regret a good opportunity.”

- Emma Brown

3
DONATION

can 
potentially 

save
LIVES




Samantha Otto, senior, stresses over an enormous workload. 
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   The majority of the time, graduates 
of high school are expected to go on 
to a four-year university and become 
successful in life. While attending 
school for another four years is 
an excellent way to extend one’s 
education, it is not the only option.  
   According to the National Center 
for Education Statistics, “About 
7.0 million students will attend 
2-year institutions and 13.2 million 
will attend 4-year institutions 
in fall 2015. Some 17.3 million 
students are expected to enroll 
in undergraduate programs and 
about 3.0 million will enroll in 
post baccalaureate programs.” 
   There are plenty of opportunities 
to seek after high school. Robert 
Puppo, senior, doesn’t plan on 
furthering his education at all. 
   “Just because I’m not good 
with high school as it is right now 
and being in college, it’d be a lot 
harder,” acknowledged Puppo. 
   He admits his plans after graduation 
are much more different than the 

average senior’s and said, “Most 
seniors are probably going to go to 
college, get a degree, what they want, 
and get a house and get married.”
   Puppo envisions his future 
with himself, perhaps a 
girlfriend, and a big house. 
   “I’m going to be working 
with my dad doing hardwood 
fl ooring,” stated Puppo. 
   At a young age, Puppo was 
exposed to the type of work 
he will be doing as an adult. 
   “I’d go to work with him [my 
dad] during the summer. I’d 
watch him work, so I already 
know what I’m gonna be doing.” 
   Puppo does admit that his 
plan after high school would 
most defi nitely be different, if 
his dad had not infl uenced him.
    Jack Rosman, senior, plans to 
study in the fi eld of geology and 
earn his degree. After graduation 
Rosman says he will be, “moving 
to Washington and then going to 
college there to get my degree.” 
   Rosman will be taking a 
gap year before attending a 

Straight Outta SAHS
ROCÍO MIRANDA college to earn the money that 

will get him through college.
   According to Gap Year Facts, 
“The majority of students who 
take a planned, structured gap 
year return to college within six 
months with a reignited passion 
for learning and the ability to 
contextualize formal education using 
their “real-world” experiences.”  
   Rosman plans on moving to 
Washington where he will be taking 
about a year to work with his dad 
welder for electrical equipment 
to get “Just enough money to 
get my degree and hopefully go 
into the fi eld. Then I can get my 
own house and start studying.”
    “It’ll probably be a little stressful 
[the gap year] because there’s going to 
be a lot of things that I need to fi x and 
work out,” he continued. Rosman will 
then decide which college to attend.
   While intending to receive 
his degree in geology, Rosman 
stated that if things do not go as 
planned he will have to “fi nd a new 
path, [and] keep going forward.” 

   Most seniors are getting ready to 
graduate and are preparing for college. 
But going to a community college 
or a four year university are not the 
only options available. There is the 
military and many technical schools 
that offer various areas of study such 
as culinary, beauty, technology, etc.
    Take Sydni Myers, senior, 
who plans to join the Marine 
Corps straight out of high school.
   “Both of my parents were marines 
when I was growing up,” Myers 
stated when asked about why 
she had decided to join. Myers 
felt as if going to a university or 
community college right out of 
high school wouldn’t be very fun.
   “I didn’t feel like going to school 
right after getting out, that seemed a 
little boring. I wanted to do something 
different,” Myers explained.
   Brian Snyder, senior, is attending 

Linn Benton Community College 
after high school because “community 
college is more comfortable [for me].”
   “Right now, I’m just planning 
on taking basic classes, then take 
classes for helping people in 
group homes,” Snyder explained.
    Snyder said that community college, 
“seems easy to do until I get a job.”
    Some people have different 
reasons as to why they decide to go 
to a university, community college or 
technical school over any other option. 
   Tyler Whittaker, senior, said, 
“Reputability; having a degree from 
a private university would take me 
farther. I want to get out and explore. 
Community colleges don’t have 
all the opportunities or programs.”
   Whittaker plans to attend a 
university, but he is not going very far 
from home. He is going to Santa Clara 
University, in California. Whittaker 
is going to study the dual major of 
political science and biotechnology. 

   “[This] gives me multiple 
options when I graduate undergrad. 
I could go to law school or 
medical school,” stated Whittaker.
  Last summer, Whittaker visited 
Santa Clara’s campus. He liked the 
surroundings and they also have the 
programs he wanted. Learning more 
about the school helped him decide 
that this was a good match for him. 
  Www.bls.gov states, “In October 
2015, 69.2 percent of 2015 high school 
graduates were enrolled in colleges 
or universities, the U.S. Bureau of 
Labor Statistics reported. Recent 
high school graduates not enrolled in 
college in October 2015, were about 
twice as likely as enrolled graduates 
to be working or looking for work.”
   It is never too early to start thinking 
about plans after high school. 
Knowing this could help decide 
what classes to take in high school 
so it is easier to start planning ahead.

Different Paths

Sydni Myers, 12. Brian Snyder, 12. Tyler Whittaker, 12.

     This article may contain spoilers 
for Dontnod’s “Life is Strange” 
series. Proceed with caution.
    The fi nal episode of Life is 
Strange has been released, and 
with it comes often repeated, and 
often forgotten questions: What 
rights do consumers have over 
the people selling them media? If 
a product is deemed inadequate, 
should the consumer be refunded? 
What constitutes “inadequate?”
    Most of these times, these 
questions are fairly subjective 
and in most cases, the disgruntled 
consumer is forced to simply return 
the “faulty” product for a reduced 
value or, at most, the full value in 
in-store credit. However, games of 
recent years have been failing to toe 
the line of customer expectation, 
and, of course, the complaints 
have been loud and numerous.
    Take the highly-anticipated Aliens: 
Colonial Marines for instance. It 
was heralded to be a return to what 
made the aliens franchise great, a 
way for the xenomorph to return to 
the video game scene. However, 
the game itself was nothing short 
of disastrous. Poor graphics, dumb 
AI, and bad storytelling ruined the 
game for a variety of reviewers, 
including The Escapist’s satirical 
reviewer Ben “Yahtzee” Croshaw 
and long-standing GameStop staple 
magazine, Game Informer. What was 
most disappointing to fans, however 
was that the beta footage and trailers 
seemed to depict a much better game. 
Many people took to the courtrooms, 
claiming that the game was falsely 
advertised. One such lawsuit, a class-
action affair fi led by Edelson LLC, 
caused the developers at Gearbox 
Software to actually disown the 
game and cut legal ties with it.
    The suit failed in court, and by now, 
the issue has been almost completely 
erased. It was not the fi rst time the 
idea of false advertisement was 
brought up, however. An earlier game, 
Mass Effect 3, had similar dissent 

among the ranks, choices within the 
series seemed to matter in the end.
    And now, Life is Strange. A game 
entirely based around choices and 
cause and effect, Life is Strange faced 
a similar problem. The ultimatums of 
Max Caulfi eld’s time-traveling epic 
were too “ultimate.” No matter what 
choices when a series largely based 
around the player’s choices had a 
seemingly unsatisfying ending, in 
which the ultimate decision ended 
up being an explosion that had three 
different possible colors. Players 
complained that none of their were 
made throughout the game, the only 
available options at the game’s close 
were to reverse every decision the 
player had ever made, or destroy 
everything those changes would 
affect. The writers of the series also 
appeared to favor one ending over the 
other, animating a lengthy cutscene 
for one, complete with a new addition 
to the game’s stellar soundtrack, while 
the other re-used an admittedly good 
song and lasted less than four minutes.
    Here’s where the problem comes 
in: Life is Strange was not a game 
focused on being a game. It was a 
story Dontnod allowed the players 
to mess with. But it was and still is 
Dontnod’s story. They have every 
right to end it however they feel, and 
while some may disagree with their 
decisions, it makes little to no sense 
to legally attack somebody because 
their ending didn’t satisfy the player. 
If the ending is somehow lacking, 
like most endings are, the solution is 
to get an account on FanFiction.net 
or Wattpad and write a “better” one. 
   The plaintiffs of the Aliens: Colonial 
Marines lawsuit had a leg to stand on, 
because the game was fundamentally 
broken.  Mass Effect 3’s ending 
left plenty to be desired, and Life 
is Strange lacked a way to satisfy 
the player’s need to feel important 
(although Dontnod certainly cashed 
in at the “feels” department). But no 
artist should be restricted to bland, 
one-size-fi ts-all writing because they 
fear the legal wrath of their audience.

Gaming is 
Strange

BRITTANY BECK

QUIN HARP

From the Editors
   The Sentry is excited to reveal the newest logo. Previously, the logo depicted the Rebel: a Confederate soldier with a sword 
surrounded by stars.
   The original 1971 Rebel mascot was a Confederate Soldier; he held a musket, below him were two swords, and behind him 
was the Confederate fl ag with the stars and bars. The original mascot was chosen to represent the separation between Albany 
Union High School and South Albany High School.
  Throughout the decades, the mascot has evolved from the civil war image by replacing the musket in his hands with a fl ag 
bearing the letters SA. However, the Rebel still continues to wear a Confederate uniform.
   News broke on June 17, 2015, of a hate crime in Charleston, South Carolina. On this fateful Tuesday night, a Bible study 
was being held at Emmanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church; the lives of nine African American parishioners, a pastor, 
and State Senator Clementa C. Pinckney were violently taken. 
   The 21 year old alleged shooter, Dylann Roof, claimed that he deliberately wanted to start a race war. There are numerous 
pictures of Roof posing with the Confederate fl ag, and there is also an image of him burning the American fl ag. According to 
CNN news, US prosecutors are seeking the death penalty. 
   This horrifi c crime prompted South Carolina Governor Nikki R. Haley to ask the state legislature to remove the Confederate 
fl ag from the state capitol. On July 9, 2015, Haley signed this bill into law, according to NBC news. 
   The “secession” between the two high schools is a part of Albany history; 45 years later, the staff of The Sentry have decided 
to change their logo. Our goal is to represent the ideals of modern society: give a voice to the voiceless, and passionately fi ght 
for human rights. 
   Editor, Bailey Mayfi eld, senior, designed the new logo to represent the power of a journalist. Tilly Kaiser, freshman, brought 
Mayfi eld’s idea to life. 

1972 2014 2016
THE SENTRY’S 

LOGO EXPLAINED
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     I feel old. Tired, even.
    That’s the best way I’ve found 
to describe how the end of my four 
years at South Albany High School 
(SAHS) feels, but I’m not sure if 
those words do it justice. It’s like 
I’m falling, and the object is to not 
catch myself, or like I’m doing 
something utterly suicidal of my 
own accord. It’s like a million and 
one things that will never compare, 
and honestly, guys...I’m scared.
    Rewind four years. I was a 
complete idiot, fresh out of Calapooia 
Middle School (CMS), known to 
those who attended as an actual 
circle of Hell, and I was ready to be 
and adult. I was so excited, because 
I thought that I would have some 
level of individuality and freedom, 
because I was in high school. That 
was how it worked, right? Every 
book I have read, every coming-of-
age story I’d heard told me that this 
was the case. What I didn’t realize 
was that those books were written 
about high schools decades before 
I would ever attend SAHS. They 
were different then, apparently. Back 
in the good old 19whatevers, kids 
were treated like they had an iota 
of self-control. Not any more. No, 
todays high school experience is little 
more than Middle School Part II, 
which outraged me at fi rst. I wanted 
some power over my life, I wanted 
to have a say, I wanted, I wanted, I 
wanted...I guess I wanted too much.
    Over time, I gave up on that image 
of high school, and accepted the 
norms. After all, who was I to protest 
that “this isn’t what high school is?” 
I’d never even been, to a high school, 
why should I get to dictate what it 
was? I calmed down. I conformed. 
I rebelled against other things that 
were something I had experience 
with. I moved on. The wonderful staff 
of the Sentry helped me get that old 
fi re back, sometimes by accident, but 

often on purpose. But the whole time, 
I still leaned on the structure of high 
school life, because it was the same 
as middle school life and the only 
thing I had ever known. The window 
of my freshman year, when I was 
prepared and excited to experience 
something different, had closed. 
Over time, the latch rusted shut, 
and now I am afraid, chipping away 
at the decaying metal, desperately 
wanting that enthusiasm back. 
Because that structure I was leaning 
on? It’s gone. It was never going 
to be there for very long anyways, 
and somewhere, I knew that, but...I 
always assumed I had more time.
    There’s this idea lurking around 
campus and across the country, the 
idea that somehow, high school is 
all you need to have a life. Higher 
education is just gravy for those 
few special people that want it, 
but the truth is, that isn’t the case. 
High school does not prepare you 
for anything but a life that is hard 
and short. It loads you up with 
useless knowledge about imaginary 
numbers, quadratic equations, 
cellular biology, and genetics, then 
hands you a minimum wage job that 
will never pay enough and gives you 
no benefi ts. Higher education is, 
unless the majority of my mentors 
outside of the school system are 
liars, completely mandatory just to 
have a sustainable life, let alone a 
comfortable one. So in the same step 
that high school has left us completely 
unprepared for independent college 
life, it has also made living that 
life mandatory. Game, set, match.
    My advice to the incoming 
seniors, juniors, sophomores, and 
even freshmen, is to never let that 
enthusiasm die. Never let the will to 
try something new leave your body, 
even if high school gives its best 
effort to make you do exactly that. 
Otherwise, you’ll end up like me: 
Exhausted after 12 years of school, 
only to be handed four more. Terrifi ed 
of failure in college, where it counts 
the most. But mostly, tired. Don’t 
let yourself get tired. Don’t say that 
you’ll try and be excited the next day, 
or the day after that. Because the next 
day becomes the next year, and sooner 
or later, you’ll be walking with your 
class feeling exactly as I do. High 
school is almost designed to crush 
free will, independence, and organic 
excitement out of people when they 
need it the most. Don’t let it win.

QUIN HARP

Tired and Afraid
   How does one even start a 
Goodbye? I could say I’ll miss high 
school, or I’ll miss the people, or 
I’ll miss the teachers... But let's just 
be real honest here, I won’t. Don’t 
get me wrong, it has been a fun four 
years, but high school is an extremely 
awkward and hard time; especially 
for those of us who suffer from 
social anxiety or have a bad memory. 
   Throughout high school, I didn’t 
have many friends. I’m not going to 
sit here and say it’s because I hate 
everybody, because that’s not true. 
I’m secretly an extrovert, but I guess 
I just never bonded with a big group 
of people. The few friends I did make 
freshman year, and who are still 
my friend to this day, will probably 
stay my friends after graduation. 
   As teenagers in high school, we 
kind of tend to think high school is 
never ending. The years go by so 
slow, that it’s just hard to think about 
anything or any life outside school. 
I remember when I was a freshman, 
and I ate lunch in the bathroom 
because I had nobody to eat with. 
It sounds really stereotypically 
movie-like, but it’s true. I remember 
sitting there, and I felt like it was 
never ending... Longest half an  hour 
of my life. Now that I look back 
on it, I realized how stupid I was. 

   Honestly, who cares? I was new 
to the district, and nobody cared 
about freshmen. I was so scared of 
the hallways and classrooms and it 
caused nobody in my freshman class 
to know who I was, and they still, as 
a senior, barely know who Jessica 
Chilcote is. As an upper classman, 
I don’t pay even the slightest bit of 
attention to freshmen. I was afraid 
of people and those people don’t 
even matter. I was afraid of people 
that probably felt the same way I did 
at one point or another in their life. 
   Sometimes, I still get scared. Not 
of the hallways or of the classrooms, 
but of how much a school can 
affect someone emotionally and 
mentally. It shouldn’t be like that. 
We shouldn’t be so scared that 

we have to hide in bathrooms 
or fi nd ways to avoid hallways. 
   I have no one to blame. It is not 
the school’s fault, and it is not the 
students’ fault. I don’t blame society, 
and I don’t blame the government for 
the way our human nature reacts to 
school. As humans, our fi rst reaction 
to most new things is anxiety and fear. 
My fi rst reaction to high school was 
exactly that, and I can’t take it back. I 
can only be thankful that I grew out of 
it. I grew up. I became independent; 
I became confi dent; and I stopped 
caring what people think of me. 
   So what will I miss the most about 
high school if it’s not friends or 
teachers? How I’ve changed as an 
individual and how much I’ve grown 
in the past four years. I thank fear 
for showing me I have nothing to be 
afraid of. I thank anxiety for stopping 
me from doing things I would have 
regretted; and most of all, I thank 
High School for the strong person I 
am today. I will never forget these 
years, and I don’t want to. This is 
my goodbye to one small step in 
life, because I’ve got much more 
ahead of me. And a shout out to my 
wonderful fellow publications kids, 
we may not get much recognition, but 
we bust our butts off for this school 
and we’re pretty awesome for it.

JESSICA CHILCOTE

 Saying Goodbye

   I don’t even know where to start with 
this. Let’s see, school is almost over 
and I wonder if Gisler will accept 
this as my farewell presentation. Do 
you know how terrifi ed I am when 
it comes to presenting in front of a 
class? It’s terrifying and it leads me 
to how far I've gotten through school.
  Let’s see, growing up I didn’t 
know much English, of course. All 
throughout elementary I was in an 
English language development class. 
And when I got to middle school I 
thought I would fi nally get out of 
a class like that, but it turned out I 
couldn’t because I still wasn’t at the 
standards to be in a normal English 
class. I walked in one day and the 
teacher asked to talk to me. I did and 
she said I still needed help with my 
English, that I wasn’t meeting the 
requirements. So she sent me off with 
a slip and I headed to my new class. 
   Throughout my three years of 
middle school, I stayed in that class 
learning and spelling words someone 
else wouldn’t see, or maybe any 
middle schooler wouldn’t see. And, 
of course, I read a ton. After fi nishing 
middle school, I fell in love with 
books and read up a storm of what I 
could fi nd that interested me at that 
time. While in middle school I liked 
writing poetry. Now I look back 
with dread at some of the poems I 
wrote back then. They weren’t very 
good to be honest. When it came to 
forecasting for freshman year, I still 

wanted to do something with writing 
to keep up my “lovely” poetic skills. 
That’s when a high schooler told me 
to put down journalism, and I did.
  When I entered high school I 
had fi nally been put into a regular 
English class, for once I had fi nally 
caught up with the standards.
   I also didn’t get journalism fi rst 
semester and I really wanted to have 
the class with my best friend I had at 
the time. My friend decided to transfer 
and I had just gotten my schedule 
change to journalism. This is when 
I met Farver. She had mentioned 
something about the school 
newspaper and that had caught my 
attention. I had fi nished journalism 
and had entered newspaper, quite 
excited and slightly nervous. Without 
knowing it, it was sophomore year 
and I continued in newspaper. This 
is when Sell, one of my English 
teachers, had told me something 
I thought I would never hear.
  “Why aren’t you in advanced 
English?” he had asked. 
   I had pondered the thought for 
such a long time. Why wasn’t I in 
advanced English? I didn’t have the 
slightest idea. Then came second 
semester of my sophomore year 
and I hadn’t changed my schedule 
to be in advanced English. I was 
now in Farver’s English class and I 
didn’t mind at all. Towards the end 
of my sophomore year, Farver had 
come up to me, telling me to take 
Advanced American Literature. 
Again, I thought I would never 
hear such a thing. So I went ahead 
and put it on my forecasting sheet.
   Without warning junior year 
came and I had meet Gisler, who 
had also told me take AP English 
my senior year. Oh geez, how time 
fl ies. Gisler had told me I could do 
it and I believed myself. Never had 
I been in an English class until my 
Freshman year and now it felt like I 
was on top of everything I was doing.

PERLA JIMENEZ

For the Love of Literature
   Gisler, Farver, and Sell have 
helped me so much. They made me 
realize that I could do something. 
They helped me by persuading 
me, that I could do something I 
thought I couldn’t do. And I want to 
thank them for everything they’ve 
done. Not only Farver, Gisler 
and Sell, but Streng and Duncan. 
   Streng had recommended that I 
take AP Biology my junior year, 
but I also wanted to do Chemistry 
and I didn’t think I could do both, 
because of all the work I would 
have to do. Streng believed I could 
do both and that pushed me, it 
persuaded me to do both Chemistry 
and AP Bio. And that’s what I did. 
Because of Streng, I decided to do AP 
Chemistry my senior year, knowing 
I could do it and Duncan helped 
me a lot. No joke, that class is hard.
  Even though Mrs. Johnson isn’t 
here anymore, I want to thank her 
too. She judged my artwork and 
gave me feedback on what I could 
improve on. Before she retired last 
semester, she told me to keep doing 
art and to never give up. I won’t ever 
forget that. I might even be doing 
something with art after high school. 
  But anyways I just want to thank 
the teachers that got me this far. I 
didn’t believe I could do all this, 
but because of them I did. And to 
you underclassmen, the teachers are 
here to help and push you, so you 
could achieve anything. No one can 
tell you can’t, because in reality you 
can, that’s why the teachers are here. 
The teachers are here to help us and 
show us that we could do so much.
   Then there’s my family, who has 
helped me get this far; without 
them I wouldn’t have realized 
how important school can be.
   Oh yeah, and one more thing: I want 
to also thank some of my classmates 
who have helped me in and out of 
class and you guys know who you are.

Column pictures are a throwback to our Freshman school pics!

The Sentry’s seniors 
thank you for 

reading the paper 
and hope you have a 
fantastic summer!
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  Dear Class of 2019,   
    Sophomore year is heading 
your way. High school is great, 
isn’t it? My high school journey 
was a roller coaster. There were 
moments that were fantastic and 
some moments that weren’t. This 
year was the toughest for me, in 
my opinion. There are some things 
that I regret that I didn’t do in high 
school. There are times I wish I 
could go back in time and change 
things that I wanted to do.Yet, I 
am happy how my high school life 
turned out. Here is some advice that 
I am passing along to you; to make 
your high school life awesome. 
     Since you now know what 
high school is like, here is my 
fi rst piece of advice: try to be 
involved as much as you can. As 
an underclassmen, I was in band 
playing the clarinet and I did some 
theater also. It was fun, but I wish 
I was involved by going to more 
school dances, more football or 
basketball games, etc. High school 
has opened me up so much as a 
person. Before high school, I was 
shy and I wouldn’t talk much. I 
am often shy sometimes, but I am 
way more open now than I was 
as a middle schooler. I made new 
friends, made memories, and I tried 
to enjoy high school as much as I 
could before I leave South Albany.
   There was one regret that 
I didn’t do and I wanted to. 
One word: basketball. I played 
basketball for almost six years 
of my elementary and middle 

school life. I loved basketball. In 
realization, I remembered how 
much I missed playing the sport.
Yet, I am happy that I did other 
things to explore what I liked and 
wanted. Go join a club, join a sport, 
go to school dances [especially 
prom], go to football games. It is 
more fun than what you think it is. 
   Secondly, don’t stop persevering. 
The more you try, the better you 
will do. I have test anxiety. As soon 
as I would get my test, I would look 
at my paper and my mind would 
become blank. I would look around; 
it would look like everyone would 
be writing super fast and they would 
be done with their test in minutes. 
Then I would second guess myself 
as soon as I put an answer down. 
My test anxiety is bad, but it never 
stopped me from trying. Whatever 
it is in life that you are dealing with, 
don’t ever stop trying. The more 
you try, the better you will get at it. 

ERIKA SCHERTZ

    Farewell *sniffl e,* goodbye 
*rubs nose,* so long *wipes eyes,* 
see ya later Rebels *smiles.*
So long, farewell and goodbye 
South Albany; I never would have 
ever thought I would miss you so 
much and as the times ticks down 
‘til graduation I can’t help but feel 
a fl ood of emotion; I’m excited, 
sad, scared (oh man, am I scared), 
bitter, teary eyed and thankful. 
  I’ve dealt with many things 
on your campus ranging from 
heartache, sadness, nauseating 
anxieties, fear, judgment, love 
and broken hearts; yet at the same 
time I’ve overcome so many things 
here too and have been blessed 
with amazing opportunities. 
   Way back in 2012 I was a brand 
new little baby here, or as you may 
call it, a freshman. I had shoulder 
length jet black hair that cascaded 
down my face and swooped up 
around the sides, my eyes were 
rimmed with thick black eyeliner 

and caked on chunky mascara. 
During that time I wanted no one to 
notice me, yet the way I looked got 
me more attention than I bargained 
for. I was made fun of a lot because 
I was a scene kid: I dressed weird, 
I listened to stupid music and I 
never ever talked. I never once 
uttered a word in any class; all I 
ever did was put my headphones 
in, and listen to metal. I darted 
across my classrooms and campus 
as fast as I could because I didn’t 
want to be around anyone. Despite 
the fact that I tried hiding as best I 
could, I met a boy and I loved him 
dearly; he was my fi rst and biggest 
heartache I have ever had. Once 
he had left me, I moped around 
campus listening to all my sad 
songs for the rest of that school year. 
  Sophomore year I went in with 
the best expectations, and of 
course I was let down. I fell back 
into my sad, quiet little ways. I 
got another boy to take interest 
though, (yes, I know it’s crazy 
to think especially because I was 
so weirdly quiet). It did not last 
long, then magically a few months 
later, I actually had a crush on a 
boy (this was the fi rst time I had 
found another boy attractive after 
my breakup that had happened the 
year before). I had really thought 
this boy was cute, like super cute. 
Since I was oh so smooth and 
sly, I did all I could to get him to 
notice me; what did that entail? 
   You’re in for around treat, ready? 
I practically stalked him, not in a 
weird scary way, I never followed 
him home; I just tried my hardest 
to fi nd where he was at lunch, so 
I could see his cute little face. If 

I ever walked past him between 
classes then I would walk that way 
each day, so I could look at him, 
oh, and the best part? We had class 
together, sixth period Spanish 2B 
with Señor Hannigan, as you could 
imagine I hated early release days… 
  One magical day in Spanish 
class, Señor changed the seating 
chart and guess what? That cute 
boy and I were seated right next 
to each other! Yes, I may or may 
not have jumped over desks and 
pushed some people out of the 
way, so I could get to my new seat. 
   The class got even better when 
we got paired up with each other 
for an assignment. It was glorious, 
not that he said much or anything; 
I was just happy to have a reason 
to look at him. In the middle of 
class when my crush and I were 
reading the passage, my friend, 
Alexandria, received a message 
from Tanner, the cute boy’s brother 
(Alexandria had told Tanner that 
I liked his brother and to tell him 
that I had a crush on him: Tanner 
said he wouldn’t tell his brother 
that I had liked him, I was pretty 
relieved that he wouldn’t tell him). 
Tanner had seen his brother and I 
sitting together; Tanner instantly 
messaged Alexandria saying that 
he told his brother that I thought 
he was cute (to say the least I was 
very mad that I didn’t know this 
had happened); so of course she 
texted me, telling me the news. My 
stomach dropped and I wanted to 
walk out of the classroom because 
he knew I liked him and he probably 
didn’t want to be paired up with 
such a weird girl. As I was packing 
up at the end of class that cute 

SYDNEY STEWART

LARISSA JAMES
    Sports are my life; my life 
is sports. That was the one 
thing I found at a young age.
   I started playing soccer when I 
was in second grade. I fell in love 
with soccer from the fi rst moment 
I put on my cleats and kicked 
the ball. I started to develop this 
addicting love for soccer. I played 
through AYSO (American Youth 
Soccer Organization) then went 
to club (Mid-Valley) in middle 
school. During the summer, 
I would go to summer soccer 
camps; one being at OSU. I had 
a dream of being a professional 
soccer player or at least a coach.
  It was not until my junior year, 
during soccer season, I felt a weird 
change. I was starting to fall out of 
love with soccer. I did not know 
what to think or do because I did 
not think it was true; I thought it 
was only a phase. Well, it got to the 
point where I was thinking maybe 
I should break up with soccer 
because I was not feeling the same 
love I felt. I fi nished off the season 
and decided to not return next year.
   During the summer of my senior 
year, I started training for cross 

country. At fi rst, it felt weird 
explaining to my parents why I 
quit soccer for XC and they did 
not think I was going to stick 
with XC. After the fi rst couple of 
practices, I had a feeling in my 
heart that this was the sport that 
would show my true potential and 
talent. During XC I was able to run 
a few varsity races which surprised 
me greatly. From that experience I 
truly felt I made the right choice. I 
was happier than I ever had been 
being part of the XC than soccer.
   No one likes breakups, but this 
sport breakup helped me fi nd the 
true athlete I was meant to be. Yes, 
sometimes I miss soccer because 
I grew up playing it and it will 
always be a part of my heart. I am 
happy I had the opportunity to play 
it in high school and create the 
memories and friends I have now. 
It was just troublesome to continue 
through something you did not feel 
100% passionate about anymore. 
I am proud I did not let anyone 
stop me from doing something I 
wanted to do instead of what they 
wanted me to do. I was thrilled and 
overwhelmed with all the support I 
received from my parents, family, 
and friends with XC. It was during 
this season that I found out my true 
love was truly with XC and I would 
not want it to be with any other sport.
  My senior year with sports taught 
me that you do not have to just go 
with the sports you grew up playing. 
Instead, take a chance and try a 
different sport. Do not be afraid of 
change because sometimes it can 
bring you the most happiness in life 
and you would have never known if 
you did not take a chance to change 
or “break-up” with that sport.

boy, Tayler, said, “Hey, Sydney?” 
  “Yes?” I said
  “Would it be possible for me 
to get your number?” he said. 
  I really, honestly almost peed 
myself. I blurted out “yes” 
without even thinking. As it 
turns out, he liked me, too, like 
a lot and we started dating fi ve 
days later on April 22, 2014.
  My junior year was fi ne, I had my 
boyfriend and I was pretty excited 
that he kept putting up with me. 
My personality stayed the same, 
but my looks changed slightly. 
I didn’t wear as much make up, 
my hair was a little longer and I 
had normal brown hair. Oh, and 
I got this super cool opportunity 
to join the school newspaper. 
  Onto now, my senior year, what 
a crazy year. I am not the way I 
was last year, the year before or the 
year before that. My looks, they’ve 
changed drastically; I have blonde 
hair that goes to my chest, I have 
normal clothes, no more bangs 
to cover my face and I think I’ve 
grown about ¾ of an inch (and yes, 
I pride myself on that). My attitude 
has changed, sure I still stay quiet 
in class but I can actually speak 
words now to people; I can look 
people in the eyes and I can actually 
start and join in on conversations. 
   At the beginning of the year, I was 
blessed to have the opportunity to 
help out the journalism students; it 
was crazy because I, me, Sydney, 
had to walk around answering 
questions, giving my opinion 
and give my honest advice to 
kids I didn’t really know: it was 
awesome. I completely credit my 
new normal-ness to being on staff 

with the paper. Ms. Farver was the 
one who got me on staff, gave me 
endless encouragement, help and 
advice, and who supported me with 
interviewing and anything else. 
   Today, I can talk like a normal 
gal; I can walk up to stranger 
and tell them I like their shirt, 
if I like their shirt; interviewing 
is a breeze now and just being a 
nice person is a lot easier now 
because I actually know how to 
talk to people. Trust me, so many 
kids thought I was mean because 
I never smiled or spoke; don’t get 
me wrong, I’m pretty sassy and 
sarcastic, but I don’t think I’m as 
rude as people once thought I was. 
  Since I had a lot more confi dence, 
I had the courage to tell this girl, 
who I had helped in journalism, 
that I really loved this column 
that she wrote. That little girl, my 
little MegMeg, is now basically 
my adopted sister. She is my mini 
me and it’s a bit concerning how 
much we have in common. Megan 
is now probably my best friend and 
I love her so much. Oh, and that 
cute boy Tayler? We’re still dating 
and he’s still putting up with me. 
We’ve been together for two years, 
and yes, he’s still hecka cute to me. 
  South Albany, thank you, thank you 
for all you have given me in these 
past four years. I never thought I 
would be the person I am today and 
in all honesty it is thanks to you and 
all your Rebels. You blessed with 
some amazing people and given 
me so much strength. Forever and 
always I will be proud to call myself 
one of your Rebs. Now, farewell 
Rebels and thanks for letting 
me walk all over your campus.

Changes Through HS

Sometimes I would be so confi dent 
that I would pass a test, but when 
it is handed to me, I would see a 
score that nobody would want to 
see. Even I would see people get 
like B’s on their test, they would 
freak out if they got that kind of 
score. Then I would become angry, 
because students don’t know about 
my test anxiety and how I would 
have to deal with it. I don’t know if 
my test anxiety will ever go away, 
but all I have to do is actually try.
   Lastly, you should give some 
appreciation to your teachers. They 
are one of the most hardworking 
people on planet earth. You 
probably don’t realize it, but they 
care about your education more 
than you think they do. You will 
run into teachers that you may not 
like, but they want you to be able 
understand the lesson that you are 
learning.  Teachers are willing to 
stay after school or stay after class to 
help you with your education. They 
want you to graduate, so you can 
go to college and pursue a career. 
   This is my letter to you, class of 
2019. Make your next three years 
a memorable thing to remember. 
Be involved at school, don’t stop 
persevering, and appreciate your 
teachers. You may bump into 
problems, but try to make high 
school the best thing that has ever 
happened to you in your life. I 
think you all could be the next best 
class at South Albany High School. 

To the Class of 2019 Breaking Up

Love, Erika
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    For me, middle school began in 
the form of homeschooling online 
in a program called Connections 
Academy. I had virtual classrooms, 
virtual teachers, and virtual friends 
that I slowly accumulated over time. 
My day was mostly spent honing 
my skill as a creative writer, but 
my schooling and social life played 
a prominent role as well. Once I 
discovered the writing forums on the 
website it was hard to pull me away, 
but I still managed to keep up with 
all of my other responsibilities like 
attending weekly class and turning in 
assignments. I spent almost two years 
in homeschooling before the online 
courses began to make me restless 
to the point where I fell behind. 
I cried and threw a fi t when my 
mother told me she was transferring 
me to the school where I had been 
taking band during those two years 
in middle school, but nothing I did 
could change my mother’s mind.

Then to Now
   I don’t remember much of my fi rst 
full day in Memorial Middle School. 
I was taken on a tour, and I remember 
getting lost a couple of times because 
I had never had to do more than go 
straight down the hall from the offi ce 
to the band room, where my precious 
alto saxophone awaited me each day. 
My strategy to make friends at that 
point was to walk up to someone 
I had interest in and introduce 
myself. Obviously, I quickly realized 
that my strategy was ineffective, 
and this is probably one of the 
biggest reasons I hate to introduce 
myself to anyone nowadays, even 
if they have already done so. 
   Anyways, once I fi gured out 
that I was basically the worst at 
making friends I began to cling to 
people I vaguely knew. With this I 
disjointedly came into contact with 
a group that was okay having me 
around, but they didn’t really have 
a positive opinion about me. One of 
the girls accused me of trying to steal 
her boyfriend (who does that???) and 
then told me I had no chance with 
the guy I actually did like. The other 
made up a rumor about me that made 
all of them hate me. At this point I 
decided that I was okay being alone, 
and stopped actively trying to fi t in. 
   In grade school I had made 
an unsuccessful attempt to skip 
a grade (because of my mental 
unpreparedness, according to the 
counselor), and my unhappiness with 

    It’s been an enduring long four years 
for all of us seniors. We’ve all gone 
through several different paths in high 
school that none of us, freshman year, 
thought we’d take. Recently it hit me 
that starting freshman year many of 
us chose our paths as to what we’d be 
doing the next four years: whether we 
pursued academic, artistic, athletic, 
drama, industrial, leadership, musical, 
publications, work,  or etc interests.
   We’ve all dedicated lots of interest 
and hard work to that specifi c thing 
we chose to be involved with. Some of 
us got the chance to experience more 
than just one pathway in high school. 
Essentially we all fell into this clique 
system that separated the class of 
2016 completely these last four years. 
   People seem to end high school with 
a feeling of regret due to their lack of 
involvement throughout the years. As 
for me it’s been an eventful four years. 
I’ve been involved in several activities, 
clubs, special classes, and sports; it 
makes me proud to say I really have no 
regrets in high school. I got to experience 
high school “to the max” by being 
involved in several different things. 
   I branched out freshman year and 
tried to be friends with anybody who 
was interested to being my friend. 
This allowed me to be able to meet 
many new people outside my circle 
of friends. I loved being able to say 
how diverse my friends were because 
they allowed me to see life from 
different perspectives of my own. 
 Sometimes I wonder what if I would 
have been more low key, involved in 
less activities, and kept a smaller group 
of friends. Life probably would of been 
a little more easier and I wouldn’t of 
been so lost as to who I really am as 
a person. My biggest issue through 
high school was balancing what I 

really wanted to do with my time. 
Acquaintances always felt the need to 
put their input in my life and tell me 
the ways I should live. Many told me 
who I should and shouldn’t be able to 
be friends with. Many told me how I 
needed to act if I was interested in 
a certain thing. I thought to myself: 
“Why do I have to do things the way 
everyone else wants me to? Why 
can’t I be a top student and be friends 
with someone who’s not? Why can’t 
I explore my culture a little more and 
be proud of my roots? Why can’t I be 
involved in more than one club? Why 
do I have to conform to everyone’s 
expectations? Why do I have to 
care for what others think of me?”
  And I think that’s where I get to end 
high school with a proud feeling of 
accomplishment. I did what I wanted to 
do and nobody can take that away from 
me. The things I did in high school, I 
did for myself. Whether people doubted 
me or thought I wouldn’t be successful, 
I took care of myself and allowed 
myself to experience several things that 
allowed me to grow as an individual. 
I’m stronger than ever before, and more 
dedicated to myself than I ever was. 
   If I’m to leave the underclassmen with 
any type of message, I leave you with 
this: do yourself a favor and branch 
out. Don’t allow yourself to conform 
to a group or only dedicate yourself 
to solely one thing. High school is a 
time to really experience what is good 
for you, friend wise and activity wise. 
Don’t waste your time thinking you 
can’t start life till after high school. Go 
to a school event, go to a party, do your 
homework, stop doing your homework, 
try being involved, take yourself out of 
a group, join a sport or activity, get a 
feel of what life has to offer and choose 
what type of person YOU want to 
become, not what others tell you to do.
   Thank you South Albany for 
giving me some of the worst and best 
experiences of my life. Thank you for 
showing me what I’m truly capable of. 
Thank you for giving me the chance 
experience several different things. 
Thank you for introducing me to 
many new people I probably wouldn’t 
have associated with, if I had chosen 
not to talk to new people. Thank you 
for allowing me to become my own 
person. Thank you for making me a 
stronger person than I ever imagined I 
could become. Thank you for helping 
me fi nd a balance between how I 
want to live and how others want me 
to live. Thank you for expanding my 
mind and helping me grow as a person. 

   It’s been real South, but 
class of 2016 is out. Deuces.

It’s Been Real

VANESSA BARRIENTOS

KAYLEE VARNER

    Ever since I was 10, I was ready 
to graduate high school. I was 
determined to be mature, in some 
attempt to make the years go by 
faster. It started when I was in fi fth 
grade. I dramatically threw the 
new t-shirt my mom bought for 
me on the ground, and yelled, “I 
hate it! I’m never wearing this!” 
All because it had a unicorn on it. 
   Now that I’m graduating in less 
than a month, I’m experiencing 
things I never thought I would. 
I’m feeling fear, melancholy, and 
excitement for this bittersweet 
end. But, how do I end it?
   This is it. This is my last 
newspaper article, ever. How 
do you just say goodbye to 
something like that? Something 
that completely changed my life? 
   Newspaper was there when no one 
else was. I felt alone, and scared, 
entering my freshman year of high 
school. I felt like something so 
small and inconsequential. I felt 
like I wouldn’t make a difference. 
Being the weird, awkward kid I was, 
joining newspaper was exactly what I 
needed. It broke me out of my shell. 

   Sitting in a room, surrounded by a 
ton of random people, with different 
mindsets. People from different 
backgrounds, home lives, political 
views, and values, all joined together 
to make something we care about, 
every month. I made friends and 
lasting memories, learned valuable life 
lessons, and most importantly, gained 
confi dence. I realized, through small 
acts, we can all make a difference. 
   Now that I made a home here in 

room 306, I’m afraid to leave. I don’t 
understand how I’ve transformed 
from a ready-to-graduate kid, to a 
scared “adult.” What happened to the 
motivated person I was? Instead of 
strictly excitement, I’m experiencing 
weird feelings of being unwilling to 
move on. I always thought I would 
just get my diploma and leave forever, 
but now I wish more than anything to 
be able to throw on that unicorn shirt 
and be a kid again. Not because I 
regret my choices, but because I don’t 
how to handle the unknown. This 
sense of confi dence and belonging 
will escape me as I enter my 
freshman year, all over again, except 
with college this time. I don’t know 
if I’m ready to start from the bottom, 
once again, attempting to fi nd myself.
   All I can hope for is that I can take 
these things I learned with me. My 
new-found ability to speak in front of 
people, my passion for writing, and 
constant need to better myself. Thank 
you Farver, Olivia, and everyone in 
newspaper. You have all inspired 
me. These are things that made 
high school bearable, and these are 
the memories I will keep forever. 

Into the Unknown

BAILEY MAYFIELD

middle school spurred me to ask 
my mother to try again. Soon after 
the principal agreed with not even 
the slightest amount of resistance 
(seriously, my mom asked and he said 
just yes). I found some friends who 
made me feel like I belonged, and I 
fi nished the year more or less happy.
  As one would expect, skipping 
eighth grade took me into high 
school, South Albany High School to 
be specifi c. A season of high school 
soccer introduced me into the year, 
and I loved it; although, it proved to 
be too much drama for me to want to 
continue in future years. Still, I found 
the air to be different here than it had 
been in middle school. People were 
more interested in making high school 
a positive experience than making 
people feel bad about themselves, and 
the teachers were better too. All in all, 
my introduction into high school was 
a success, and the decision everyone 
told me I would regret ended up 
being one that I was glad I had made.
   I know that other people haven’t had 
it as good here at South Albany, but I 
am extremely thankful for my time 
here. I don’t know if I’ll consider it 
the best days of my life, but as I look 
back on these last four years I just feel 
an incredible amount of happiness. 
I’ve met so many lovely people and 
experienced so many beautiful things. 
High school gave me what I consider 
a safe place to grow and thrive. 
Overall, I’m extremely nervous to be 
leaving the place I acknowledged as 
more or less my second home, and I 
hope I’ll fi nd somewhere equally as 
accepting in the next step of my life.

Whenever my family was 
expecting company, everyone would 
frantically scrub the house from head 
to toe, even in places that would 
never be seen. We knew exactly what 
company meant: my parents were to 
make polite conversation and insist 
the visitor accept a glass of water or 
some crackers. My sister and I were 

to pretend we were nice and never 
played too loudly when the adults 
were talking. The whole family had 
to be watching the visitor like a 
fl ock of hospitable hawks because 
we had to treat them like a guest. 
   Whenever I was a guest, my 
mom always had to remind 
me to be on my best behavior 
because “I wasn’t at home.”
   I always hated that feeling, of being 
a guest. Don’t get me wrong, I think 
we should live to serve people and 
always practice hospitality, but I 
didn’t like that I had to be waited on 
without being able to give anything 
in return. I didn’t like that I had to 
remember I wasn’t at home, because 
it meant I didn’t have a place there. 
   My family’s great, but for a long 
time, I didn’t feel like I had a place 
anywhere, even at my house. It 
was probably just a combination 
of feeling like I held permanent 

residence under my sister’s enormous 
shadow plus other insecurities. Still, 
the fi rst time I held the paper with 
my published articles, I forgot about 
trying to be perfect or being the best 
at something to feel valuable. I forgot 
about being on my best behavior and 
pretending like everything was great.
   Those articles were nothing close 
to perfect. They had plenty of typos 
and only one source of information, 
but they were mine. They had a place 
in the paper and I had mine in Room 
306. I was allowed to make mistakes 
here. I was allowed to be sort of 
good at some things and terrible at 
others. I was allowed to slack off or 
invest too much time or be silly or 
be serious and still have my place.
   There will be a time when I will 
walk into Room 306 and no one 
will remember me, or my articles, 
or my awkward leadership, or the 
people I had the pleasure of working 

with. Someday, I will walk into 
the morgue and fi nd the pages that 
hold my words will have become 
yellowed and fragile. I might fi nd 
additional or newer computers in 
The Pub, and maybe that nasty couch 
I love so much will be gone. Farver 
might rearrange the tables, or a new 
adviser will decorate the walls to 
their own taste. I’ll have to ask for 
permission to enter the class with 
a pass that reads ‘visitor.’ The day 
will come when I walk into Room 
306 as a guest, and it might not 
feel like the same home it is now. 
   However, that day isn’t today. 
In the meantime, I will forever 
search for words that can do justice 
to the amount of gratitude I feel 
for that room and everyone in it. 
   Farver, thank you for always giving 
me advice on handling people, 
helping me with my columns when 
I was unhappy with them, and 

encouraging me to. unapologetically 
using whatever voice I have, like 
you’ve had to so many times. 
   Bailey, I will always love 
our partnership, because we 
complement each other so well. 
Thank you for always thinking the 
best of me, and know that I always 
think the absolute best of you. 
   To the best writer I’ve ever 
met, Quin: I expect a signed 
copy of your future novel.
   Past, present, and future newspaper 
staff, thank you for teaching me the 
most important things I know and 
letting me be super weird without 
judgement. You guys are my favorite. 
   To The Pub: thank you for being 
my home all these years. Thank 
you for absorbing all that I was, 
and for staying so small and cozy, 
even when we all grew so much. 
   To future members of the 
newspaper family: mi casa, tu casa. 

OLIVIA GUILLEN

Room 306 
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“I had AP test for English and 
Statistics. They weren’t as hard 
as I thought they would be, but 
they were very long.”
-Jacob Durham.

“The AP testing wasn’t bad as I 
expected it to be, but it was still 
challenging and long.”
-Alexa Gonnerman.

“Don’t procrastinate and ask for 
help when you need it, because 
your teacher will help you.”
-Mikaela Vasquez.

“Study and stay on top of your 
assignments.”
-Christi Mendez.

“It’s hard work, but it is really  
worth it at the end,”
-Mykeal Yorton.

“I took AP  Statistics and AP 
Calculus. Although they were 
my hardest classes, they were 
worth it. Stats helped me with 
my future goals to become an 
architect.” 
-Chase Sublette.

“I took AP biology and AP eng-
lish tests. It was okay, it was 
stressful because it was three or 
four hours and you only got one 
break. I almost fell asleep dur-
ing the english test.” 
-Rachel Surbaugh.

“Get prepared, get ahead of the 
class. Get homework done as 
soon as possible. It will help me 
in college to effi ciently write 
papers for college and applica-
tions.” 
-Victor Campa-Martin.

“I took AP stats, AP chem, and 
AP english tests. It was really 
scary and I was super nervous 
about it. I think I did okay.” 
-Courtney Fraga.

“Senior year, you’ve got to get 
ready for college. After I took 
the class, I felt more prepared. 
It’s not as hard as you think. 
Just have fun!” 
-Ryan Thomas.

A Farewell to Career Center Guru:
Jackie LaBonte

Mari Martinez, 12 Shaelyn Cox, 12

“She’s a really nice 
lady,and it’s sad to see 
her  leaving. She was 
always really helpful 
to anyone and focused 
on them and made sure 
they understood the 
process of [college cred-
its]. She helped me with 
LBCC stuff and showed 
me how to get enrolled 
at LBCC. Um, yeah, 
she helped me with a lot 
of stuff. Without her, I 
probably wouldn’t have 
gone to LB last year.”

Tati Freeman, 12

“Ms. Labonte has been 
such a lifesaver. Be-
fore I met her, I did not 
know how valuable she 
actually is to students. 
Jackie has personally 
come up to me to make 
sure I knew about cer-
tain scholarships, fairs, 
and applications that 
specifi cally applied to 
what I was interested 
in.. She is absolutely 
a joy to talk to.. She is 
a fantastic woman and 
does her job very well.”

The Sentry wishes 
you a fun and exciting 

retirement!

“She’s defi nitely made 
a big impact on my life. 
I have struggled for a 
long time with know-
ing what to do with my 
career and because of 
woo-project and with 
her helping me every 
step of the way, I’ve 
been able to fi gure out 
what I want to do and 
fi gure out what col-
lege I want to go to 
and I wouldn’t be so 
far ahead of the game 
if it wasn’t for her.”
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South Albany 4x6
trisha.farver@albany.k12.or.us 

LBCC is an equal opportunity educator and employer.

linnbenton.edu/insidelbcc
Connect with us!

• Choose your areas of interest
• Get personalized information

• Get invited to events, open houses, and more

Congratulations               

      Class of 2016!


Bartelds Construction

General Contractor

541-223-8840
barteldsconstruction@yahoo.com

Licensed, bonded, and insured.
ccb#190766

Congratulations, class 
of 2016!

The 2016 Yearbooks 
Have Arrived!

Yearbook Distribution Informaion:

Seniors: 
Your yearbooks will be release to you on June 

1st at the Senior Breakfast.  

Freshman - Juniors: 
Your yearbooks will be released to you on June 
3rd and 6th starting during extended lunch.  You 
must show your extended lunch pass during tu-

torial to pick up your book.

Forgot to purchase a yearbook? There are 
still yearbooks for sale in the 

front offi ce for $65. 

Home Sweet Home Cafe

Amanda Foss
Owner

1333 Main St. 
Sweet Home, Oregon 97386

541-367-0433
homesweethomecafe5@gmail.com





CLASS 
OF 

2016

Bailey Mayfi eldwho was yearbook senior editor withVanessa Barrientoswho has good eyebrows likeHannah Bakerwho was an elementary mentor likeAmanda 
Kelleywho was part of leadership likeJJ Roperwho won prom court likeBailey Kachelwho was in cheer likeSadie Moffi twho has one sister likeDeidra 
Wilkinsonwho watches Netfl ix in her free time likeAlina Bitterwhose favorite teacher was Hannigan likeRayanne Pittmanwho plays softball likeEsmeralda 
Arenas-whose favorite app is snapchat likeKayla Penawhose favorite drink is Rockstar likeGuadalupe Lopezwho is going to Western Oregon University 
likeMadison Austinwho graduated early likeJordan Trippettwho has the same middle name asKayla Kumlewho lifts weights likeEduardo Alvarado-
Gonzaleswho was in government likeDerek Espinozawho is going to the Art Institute likeTiffany Keoughwho was in Rebel Singers withMolly Beamerwho 
did swimming likeRopert Puppowhose favorite teacher at South was DeYoung likeJake Bergstromwho has a cat likeKyndal Williamsonwhose favorite 
video game is Sims likeKatelynn Allenwho has hazel eyes likeOrion Treglownwho went to Timber Ridge likeBryce Hineswho is going into the military 
likeAlex Wootanwho was in Mr. GaVette’s pride class likeClay Hubbardwhose favorite superhero is Deadpool likeHaden Websterwhose best friend 
isKaitlynn Strawnwhose favorite class was English likeSarah Aaneswhose favorite smartphone app is Instagram likeErika Schertzwho has blue eyes 
likeHadassah Gaillardetwho is a redhead likeMatthew Sledgewho has a dog likeChristi Mendezwho is friends withEmily Matteson who was in AP Cal-
culus likeAlexandria Groenigwho went to South Shore Elementary likeMoira Barteldswho has two dogs likeWill Vermilyeawho plays basketball likeJoey 
Lazzarottowho is an Aries likeJessica Chilcotewhose best friend isTanya Demchukwhose favorite class was weights likeFrancisco Ruizwhose favorite 
color is green likeColton Ricewho was an AVID tutor likeSkyler Sadowskywhose favorite season is spring likeKaryna Vasquezwho was in Anatomy and 
Physiology likeSydney Odenwho draws in her free time likePerla Jimenez-Ortizwho is going to University of Oregon likeMario Marchandwho was in Cross 
Country likeAustin Gulstromwho was in Physics likeTyler Whittakerwho won Co-Valedictorian withStephanie Dilbonewho went to Periwinkle Elemen-
tary School withJacob Baskewho has one brother likeAspen Arnoldwho has hazel eyes likeConnor Strongwho works at Taco Bell likeKeizer Raywho 
played basketball likeCraig Bakerwho likes the color blue likeKevin Beckerwho went to Calapooia likeKatie Beebewho likes English likeJadyn 
Belliswho is a Gemini likeKatie Bakerwhose favorite season is fall likeMary Alexandra Mercadowho is in Rebelation! likeLindsay Estiswhose favorite 
superhero is Iron Man likeNick Finnemanwhose favorite teacher is Henkel likeBrent Wilkinsonwho plays golf likeChelby Criteswhose favorite beverage is 
water likeJakob Taylorwho is in horticulture likeJake Ciprianwhose favorite restaurant is Red Robin likeTatum Spowehnwho watches television in their free 
time likeOlivia Burkewho has two sisters likeBrandon Kachelwho plays tennis likeJames Vermilyeawho is in Schneiter’s pride class likeDevyn 
Exceenwhose favorite game console is the Playstation 4 likeTucker Petersonwhose favorite artist is Drake likeTommy Torreswho is majoring in Criminal 
Justice at Western Oregon University likeCheylee Carterwhose favorite drink is Mountain Dew likeHannah Ericssonwho was on the bowling team likeLynsey 
McClintockwho works at Lakeshore Lanes likeColin Meyerwho is in band likeJacob Durhamwhose favorite color is red likeKyle Thompsonwho is a Pisces 
likeMichael Woodswhose favorite television show is How I Met Your Mother likeDavid Franklinwho has two dogs likeLarissa Jameswho got a blanket at 
the Spring Awards Assembly likeElizabeth Olemanwho is a tri-sport athlete likeLandon Mattawhose favorite class is AP Calculus likeKaylee Varnerwho 
wears glasses likeSarah Downeywhose best friend isKrystionia Bougiewho is an Elementary mentor likeSydney Gordonwho has been to Disneyland 
likeSamantha Cavinesswho is in band likeKaleb Hadlockwho is in Lifetime Sports likeHannah Waskowhose favorite animal is a wolf likeBryce 
Dickersonwho did water polo likeGabby Myerswho did powderpuff likeKatelyn McDanielwhose senior best was Tech Savvy likeQuin Harpwho plays 
video games likeLonny Smithwhose favorite drink is Root Beer likeBailey Palmerwho is planning on attending Oregon State University likeDexter Rimerwho 
did wrestling likeTyler Montgomerywho goes to school part time likeAustyn Hickswho does not have a favorite book likeHannah McMenaminwho likes 
to rest in their free time likeHayden McIntyrewho likes to hang out with his friends likeAlexa Gonnermanwho has one brother like Kyle Rickmanwho has 
Koberstein’s English class likeShaunna Grissomwho has blue eyes likeMakayla Halsteadwho went to Calapooia Middle School likeJudith Melgarwho plays 
tennis like Gabe Riddlewho has one brother and sister likeHillary Heatonwhose favorite teacher is Frau Lindsay likeDominick Mendozawho has Hilkey as a 
pride teacher likeGrace Mendiolawho plans on going to LBCC likeTristin Hernandezwho was on the football team likeKobee Headingtonwho does not 
work likeLiliam Larawho enjoys listening to country music likeHannah Kerrwho has brown hair and hazel eyes likeRebecca Huffmanwhose favorite food 
is macaroni and cheese likeKaySea Hoffmanwho does not have a favorite superhero likeBrian Jacobsonwho enjoys going to Olive Garden likeRichelle 
Krzoskawhose three favorite teachers are Gisler, Lehman, and Hannigan likeAustin Knoblockwho has a little brother likeInna Litvinchukwhose favorite musi-
cian is Kevin Gates likeCaitlin Larsenwho has one cat likeAndrew Macywho has one half-sister likeCharles Martinwho has a tattoo likeHarley Ernstwho 
has fi lm as literature likeBryce Slenningwho will miss the teachers like Pamela Martinezwho has dark brown eyes likeMarisol Martinezwhose favorite super-
hero is Spiderman likeTabatha Mikkelsenwhose favorite app to use is Snapchat likeMason Glasswho plans to go to college for music likeTaylor Gerigwho 
will miss his friends after graduating likeDustin Garrishwhose favorite season is summer like Nichole Morriswho went to Sunrise Elementary and Calapooia 
likeJacque Garciawho likes to sleep in her free time likeClarissa Proctorwhose favorite singer is J. Cole likeWade Elliottwho has blue eyes likeJacob 
Fieldswhose best friend isCarlos Pimentelwhose favorite season is spring likeErika Pascuawho loves to draw likeMorgan Brownwho has the same last 
name asKobe Brownwhose favorite teachers are Henkel and Pierce likeAlex Monroy who has Algebra 2 for fi rst period likeVeronica Orozcowhose favorite 
superhero is Wonder Woman likeSadie Efraimsonwho went to Oak Elementary School likeChelsea Robinsonwho likes Chinese food likeJose Esquivelwho 
loves the color purple likeBrianna Garzawhose favorite teacher is Pierce likeAshley Woodswho is best friends withCalli Dickinsonwho likes Spider-Man 
likeKeenan Chancewho has done wrestling likeKeegan Lileswho likes cherry Coca-Cola likeBrian Snyderwhose favorite animal is a dog likeHuntre 
Frontzwho went to Timber Ridge likeDiego Reyeswho likes the TV show How I Met Your Mother likeAndres Ortizwhose favorite class is history likeDominick 
Crittendenwho is going to major in computer science at Oregon State University likeVictor Campawho who likes hamburgers likeKendra Pagewho has four 
sisters likeRichie Brown-Joneswhose favorite animal is a cat likeJasmine Sundawho is deaf in her left ear likeMadison Tibbettwho has played AYSO soccer 
likeKira Princewho is in Rebel Singers likeBryce Ramseywho plans on going to C.O.C.C. likeDanacia Pricewho likes to dance hip-hop likeTatiana 
Freemanwho is in leadership likeEmma Plattwho likes Batman likeSamantha Ottowho has a twin brother likeRonnie Mileswho has afternoons off 
likeLexie Penixwho does not work likeJacob Osbornewho is musical likeSamantha Cavinesswho has second period English likeRyan Barneswho has 
brown hair and brown eyes likeNikos Pappalardowho likes summer likeRiver Stedwickwho likes pizza likeKayson Pruittwho went to Jefferson Elemen-
tary School likeJose Morenowho played soccer likeKatie Cox- who is best friends with a person named Sam likeMariah Colellawhose favorite class is English 
likeAllanys Page who likes to play guitar likeCydnie Rey who has one dog likeChase Sublette who did not play sports likeDavid Whittaker who has taken life-
time sports likeEric Solis whose favorite teacher is Henkel likeCruz Vasquez who played football freshman year likeTaylor Schultz who does not have pets 
likeVictoria Schofi eld who likes to watch movies likeDayna Rios who has taken Health 2 likeKim Rients who does not have a sixth period likeCuauhtemoc 
Reilly who has a unique name likeAndazia Roberts who had Farver for sophomore English likeChristopher Kostielney who had American government in third period 
likeAshley Wilcox who was a South Albany athlete likeJuan Medina who is a sweeper boy likeBrandon Yurkiewicz who used to work at Ciddici’s Pizza withKiel 
Pickard who was a great thinker of life likeCameron Kennedy who took journalism freshman year likeTiffany Dodson who has pride withAleasha Cox who has the 
same last name asShaelyn Cox who loves fi shing likeNathan Kisaberth who has fi rst period open likeAlexa Wilkerson who has a job likeJustice Harlowwho 
is datingAlyssa O’Deaywho is from a different state likeGuadalupe Herrerawho went to prom likeAngeles Anayawho has a nose piercing likeEmma 
Jeffersonwho left and came back to SAHS like Denalyn Delacruzwho sings well likeMikaela Vasquezwho likes to help others likeTino Vasquezwho is a 
hard worker likeFabian Puenteswho has style likeNoe Puenteswho speaks Spanish likeRafael Torreswho has a July birthday likeGabe Howardwho 
went to Calapooia likePeyton Kennywho has a sister who went to SAHS likePaige Stephenswho has a tattoo like Anthony Rosswho is in Speech and Debate 
likeIan Walkerwho was a swimmer likeCourtney Fragawho is sweet likeElizabeth Smithwho shares a fi rst name withElizabeth Coatswho is short 
likeMorgan Schmittwho has a great smile likeAva Phelpswho has brown hair likeHanna Stephenswho used to be a cheerleader likeAshley Truelovewho 
has blonde hair likeChaz Meltonwho loves the outdoors likeChloe Walkerwho is in Leadership likeManuel Martinezwho has piercings likeSydni 
Myerswho does her makeup well likeChloe Bordenwho drives a car likeTanner Schickwho plays soccer withAngel Ortizwho likes to listen to music 
likeBryant Gaineswho likes to play videogames likeAustin Stillwellwho is in a horticulture class likeKyran Larsenwho is a blonde likeAlly Gordonwho 
wears jewelry likeRhaven Henrywho takes college courses at LBCC likeCJ Collazowho wears glasses likeHaily Wellswho played sports likeAmber 
Breitmayer who has brown hair likeJoel Yhrasherwho is in Special Projects 1 withRichard Ortizwho is bilingual likeKevin Perezwho has had Gisler as 
an English teacher likeRyan Thomaswho is a fan of NFL likePayton Garywho loves the country likeClay Gallowaywho has worked on a farm likeJasmine 
Barrientoswho plans on going to LBCC next year likeWayne Wilcoxwho is over 6’1 likeEmilio Renteriawho is right-handed likeSydney Stewartwho 
likes to write likePatricia Simonwho is artistic like Mikayla Dyewho has Mr. Badger as a teacher likeMckenzie Luncefordwho likes computers likeOren 
Martinwho is in industrial arts likeCody Rogerswho takes AP classes like Alexander Turkinswho played football likeNick Gibsonwhose favorite color is 
blue likeBailie McClintockwho is going to take a year off school like Maggie Durstwho received an award at the award ceremony likeFelix Ramoswho took 
Writing 121 likeTristin Shearerwho has two i’s in his fi rst name likeIsiah Robinsonwho was a teacher aide likeJames Doddwho has one syllable in his fi rst 
name likeJay Seymorewho has a silly personality likeBeatriz Antoniowho had Farver for Sophomore English likeJustin Burfordwho went to Calapooia 
likeCesia Marduenowho left but came back to SA likeMackenzie Mannwho has blonde hair likeRichard Coberly who was a freshman in 2012 likeRobbie 
Miles whohad sixth grade science withOlivia Guillén who was editor-in-chief of the newspaper likesee Bailey Mayfi eld
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