
SENTRYTHE

 Inside: Farewell, Mrs. Johnson, page 2, YouTube Copyright, page 3, “Breathe” by Tilly Kaiser, page 4

JANUARY 2016
ISSUE 4 VOLUME 45

PERLA JIMENEZ

New Elements
    “The Zika virus is a mosquito-
borne virus of the genus Flavivirus 
(family Flaviviridae), found in parts 
of Africa and in Malaysia; it causes 
Zika fever,” as stated on medical-
dictionary.thefreedictionary.com.
   “The Zika virus is named after 
the Zika forest in Uganda, where 
it was fi rst identifi ed in the 1940’s. 
For decades it was a rare disease, 
primarily popping up in Africa and 
occasionally Southeast Asia,” said 
on www.npr.org in an article titled 
“Zika Virus Makes CDC Consider 
A Travel Warning For Pregnant 
Women.”
   According to Fox News, the Zika 
virus has recently popped up in 
Texas, Hawaii, Illinois, and Florida, 
which are all a little closer to home.  
It is vital to know how this virus is 
passed and how they can prevent 
it as it can cause birth defects if a 
pregnant woman contracts this virus. 
  “A Houston-area woman who 
traveled in November to El Salvador 
has been diagnosed with the Zika 
virus, public health offi cials said, 
raising concern that the mosquito-
borne illness linked to a health crisis 
in Brazil could spread through the 
Americas,” stated on http://www.
wsj.com/ in an article titled Texas 
Woman Diagnosed With Mosquito-
Borne Zika Virus.
   “At least 22 U.S. cases have been 
reported since 2007 in travelers who 
were infected in other countries,” 
according to the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention.
   “Outbreaks of Zika virus disease 
(or Zika) previously have been 
reported in tropical Africa, Southern 
Asia, and the Pacifi c Islands. Zika 
virus likely will continue to spread 
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Pan American Health Organization 
(PAHO) issued an alert regarding the 
fi rst confi rmed Zika virus infections 
in Brazil,” according to www.cdc.
gov.
   December of 2015, the virus had 
made its way to Puerto Rico and 
they had their fi rst confi rmed Zika 
virus case. “Locally-transmitted 
Zika virus has not been reported 
elsewhere in the United States, but 
cases of Zika has been reported in 
returning travelers. With the recent 
outbreaks in the Pacifi c Islands and 
South America, the number of Zika 
cases among travelers visiting or 
returning to the United States will 
likely increase. These imported 
cases may result in local spread of 
the virus in some areas of the United 
States.”
   Just what are the symptoms? Well, 
only about one out of fi ve people 
that are infected with the Zika 
virus become ill. Although, just in 
case, the most common symptoms 
include fever, rash, joint pain, or 
conjunctivitis (red eyes). Then the 
not-so-common symptoms include 
muscle pain, headache, pain behind 
the eyes, and vomiting. 
   According to www.cdc.gov, 
“The illness is usually mild with 
symptoms lasting for several days to 
a week.”
   If the virus starts breaking out 
closer to home, it is best to be 
prepared. Although there are no 
vaccines at the time to prevent Zika, 
there are still other ways to protect 
yourself. Prevention is simple; 
protect yourself from mosquito bites 
by using insect repellants. 
   “Repellants containing DEET, 
Picaridin, IR3535, and some oil 

of lemon eucalyptus and para-
menthane-diol products provide 
long lasting protection, do not spray 
insect repellant on the skin under 
your clothing, and always follow the 
label instructions when using insect 
repellant or sunscreen,” as stated on 
www.cdc.gov.
   When weather permits, wear long-
sleeved shirts and long pants, use 
air conditioning or window/door 
screens to keep mosquitoes outside, 
and help reduce the number of 
mosquitoes inside and outside your 
home by emptying standing water 
from containers such as fl ower pots 
and buckets.
   Zika spreads fast. “Severe 
disease requiring hospitalization is 
uncommon and deaths due to Zika 
have not been reported,” also stated 
on www.cdc.gov.
   “The Center for Disease Control 
and Prevention is considering a 
travel warning for countries where 
Zika virus is circulating. The reason: 
growing concern among researchers 
that the virus could be causing 
babies in Brazil to be born with brain 
damage,” stated on www.npr.org in 
an article titled Zika Virus Makes 
CDC Consider A Travel Warning For 
Pregnant Women.
   At the time, there is no medicine 
to treat Zika, but here are some 
treatment methods that may be 
useful to those who obtain the 
virus; “Get plenty of rest, drink 
fl uids to prevent dehydration, take 
medicines, such as acetaminophen 
or paracetamol, to relieve fever and 
anti-infl ammatory drugs should 
be avoided until dengue can be 
ruled out to reduce the risk of 
hemorrhage,” advised by the CDC.
   The Zika virus may not be near 
Oregon now, but it may be soon 
and it is very important to know 
prevention, symptoms, and other 
important facts.

    Anti-government protesters 
are armed and within the state of 
Oregon. Ammon Bundy, a 40-year 
old rancher, assembled a militia 
that is occupying a federal wildlife 
reserve in Eastern Oregon, even 
continuing in spite of the arrest 
of himself and multiple other 
members on January 27. Locals have 
described the remaining occupiers 
as a small group, no more than 10 
people. The group claims the federal 
government unilaterally punishes 
ranchers in the area that refuse to sell 
private property. 
   The group primarily supports the 
Hammonds (Dwight and Steve), 
who were convicted of arson, in June 
2012, for setting fi re to an estimated 
130 acres of land in 2001. The 
Hammonds turned themselves in on 
January 6, 2016, according to CNN.
   These fi res were set in order to kill 
invasive plants and stop wildfi res 
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Thanks to teams in Japan, Russia, and the United States, these empy 
spaces in the periodic table will be fi lled. 

IAN WALKER from affecting privately owned 
property. 
   Law enforcement has avoided 
violent confrontation with the 
group, until the arrest, as the militia 
threatened violence against anyone 
planning to enter the Malheur 
Wildlife Reserve, yet the group 
has claimed to not have a wish 
for violence. The group claimed 
to have the ability to stay on the 
reserve until “justice” is brought to 
the local ranchers. The occupation 
began on the 2nd day of January 
and is continuing presently through 
the arrest of multiple key members. 
The arrest happened at a traffi c stop, 
yet did not go well, as the militia 
spokesman LaVoy Finicum was 
killed. 
   Oregon Governor Kate Brown 
prompted the federal government 
to continue to act against the group, 
claiming the occupation has cost 
Oregon taxpayers upwards of half 
a million, according to Fox. Local 

schools were shut down. Workers 
for the Department of Fish and 
Wildlife were evacuated from the 
reserve. Police from around the state 
swarmed to Burns to prevent any 
violent action. 
   The main argument made for 
the legality of the situation via the 
protesters is simple. The federal 
government can not take the land of 
local citizens. Yet the United States 
Federal Government possesses a 
process known as Eminent Domain, 
or compulsory purchase, allowing 
the government to take privately 
owned land in exchange for fi nancial 
compensation. This is typically done 
to open public buildings, yet can be 
enacted if the safety of the public is 
at risk. 
   Bundy, has a family history of 
constructionism, as he is the son of 
Cliven Bundy, a man well-known 
for anti-government actions, such 
as an armed standoff with law 
enforcement over unpaid grazing 
fees. After his arrest, Bundy urged 
the remaining protesters to stand 
down and go home.

Periodic Table Facts
- When argon, helium, neon, krypton, xenon, and 
radon were discovered, Mendeleev denied their exis-
tence because of the sole reason that it did not fi t into 
his columns.

- Carbon has over ten million compounds.

- The letter “J” is the only letter not on the periodic 
table.

- Argentina was named after the Latin name for 
silver, argentum.
Info from: http://discovermagazine.com/2011/nov/20-things-you-didnt-know-
about-periodic-table
http://www.ducksters.com/science/periodic_table.php

“It is vital to know how this virus is 
passed and how they can prevent it as 
it can cause birth defects if a pregnant 

woman contracts this virus.”

   The modern periodic table of 
elements was created in 1869, by 
Russian chemist Dimitri Mendeleev, 
who started arranging the elements 
by their atomic masses. Thinking 
that more elements were going to be 
discovered, he left spaces open for 
those undiscovered elements. From 
there, other scientists added and 
changed little details of the periodic 
table.
   New elements like fl erovium 
(element 114) and livermorium 
(element 116), were added late 1998 
and early 2000’s. The four new 
elements that have been added have 
been the newest elements since 2011. 
The seventh row of the periodic table 
is now complete. All elements past 
Rutherfordium (element 104) have 
been referred to as superheavy. The 
new four elements are referred to as 
“radioactive superheavy elements,” 
according to theguardian.com. 
Superheavy elements have an atomic 
number greater than or equal to 112 
or 285 atomic mass unit one twelfth 
of carbon-15 atom’s mass, and the 
name also suggests that the element 
is extremely heavy. The countries 
that found these new elements are 
Japan, Russia and the United States.
   Elements with the atomic numbers 
113, 115, 117 and 118 have been 
approved by International Union 
of Pure and Applied Chemistry 
(IUPAC). The IUPAC has given 
these elements temporary names: 
Ununtrium, (Uut or element 113), 
Ununpentium (Uup, element 115), 

Ununseptium (Uus, element 117), 
and Ununoctium (Uuo, element 
118). Element 113 has been found 
by Japanese science group Riken, 
Japan’s largest comprehensive 
research institute, and now they 
have the permission to name that 
element. Elements 115, 117 and 118 
have been discovered by Lawrence 
Livermore National Laboratory 
in the US, the Joint Institute for 
Nuclear Research in Russia, and Oak 
Ridge National Laboratory in the 
US. The process for coming up with 
names may take months and can 
be inspired by nature, mythology, 
people or places.
   These elements were created by 
fusing (slamming) lighter nuclei 
together and following the process 
of decomposition from the element. 
The elements don’t live very long, 
not even for a second, before 
breaking down into other radioactive 
elements. Another way of looking 
at the situation is to touch two 
droplets of water and get them to 
come together to form a bigger water 
droplet. Getting nuclei to fuse is 
complicated, because they must take 
a spherical shape.
   “It turns out that this only happens 
in a few ‘lucky’ collisions, as few as 
one in a million,” Wrote sciencealert.
com.
    Now the race is on to fi nd or 
produce elements larger than 
element 118. Many scientists know 
that seven energy levels exist within 
the atom, but after fi nding these 
new elements, scientist might start 
thinking that energy levels higher 
than seven truly exist.
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    As Generation Y stumbles into 
adulthood, they find themselves 
amongst a world in distress. It is 
enveloped by controversial issues, 
climate conditions, and sometimes 
emojis in less serious situations. 
Like generations before them, 
they express their political views 
via whatever is modern in their 
generation. In this case, that outlet is 
social media.
   As a seemingly prominent 
factor for propaganda, social 
media is widely used by voters 
and presidential candidates alike. 
This is most likely to appeal and 
be connected to younger voters 
and media sources. Similarly, 
presidential candidates like Hillary 
Clinton will sometimes dance 
in public in order to relate to the 
younger voters. Ellen DeGeneres 
of “The Ellen DeGeneres Show” 
hosted Clinton in early September of 
last year where they were joined by 
Amy Schumer, Pink, and DJ Twitch 
in dancing awkwardly. According 
to The Telegraph, Clinton being a 
guest on DeGeneres’ popular show 
could possibly help the candidate in 
the polls. Voters will often retaliate 
with a statement that shows support 
or snark, and they are sometimes 
accompanied with a reaction image 
that could range from an exasperated 
facial expression to a line from a 
popular television show or movie.
   One of the first political cartoons 

Generation Y                                                                                    
of America, the “Join, Or Die” 
snake published by the illustrious 
Benjamin Franklin, was notorious 
in its time around the Revolutionary 
War. It was used to signify the 
colonies being killed off if they 
failed to join together against the 
British monarchy. A similar example 
came from the denim-clad Rosie the 
Riveter during the time of World 
War II. She inspired women across 
the country to become employed to 
help with the war effort. According 
to History.com, “Between 1940 and 
1945, the female percentage of the 
U.S. workforce increased from 27 
percent to nearly 37 percent, and by 
1945 nearly one out of every four 
married women worked outside 
the home.” As for today, memes 
are a reigning tyrant of the world 
of propaganda. These could be a 
blatantly photoshopped picture of 
a politician riding a unicorn, an 
image depicting another person as a 
monster, and everything in between; 
all with the iconic meme font. In 
retaliation, these are sometimes met 
by more memes telling the original 
creators to stop posting memes.
   As for the general evolution of 
propaganda, while it has changed, 
its themes have been consistently 
similar throughout the ages. These 
could consist of comedy, shade-
throwing, or blunt statements. No 
matter the subject, they have and 
will most likely continue to affect 
the political actions of the future 
generations of America to come. 

Abby SlAngA

   Hooray! School's out for winter 
break. It is time for those memorable 
day trips and those get-a-way 
vacations.
During Winter break, freshman 
Kayla Jones went to Hoodoo with 
her family for the day. The trip was 
on December 27th and was Jones’ 
first time inner tubing. Jones was 
nervous because she did not know 
the speed she would be going. There 
were individual and dual tubes to 
use. 
   Jones expressed excitedly, “Going 
tubing was fun because you would 
spin in circles a lot.” 
   For her first few times she went 
alone then rode with her sisters, 
Jenna and Elizabeth, and father, 
Shane. When her family was done 
tubing, they hung out in the lodge 
and watched some skiers.
   “This trip was the first time in 
a while we went somewhere as 
a family. My most memorable 
thing would be going tubing with 
Elizabeth,” claimed Jones. 
   On the way to Hoodoo, there 
was snow on the roads. The drive 
was pretty long and to entertain 
themselves, they would play on their 
phones or sleep. When her family 
was leaving the resort, the road 
condition was worse: the roads were 
icy and covered with more snow. 
    Sometimes there are those who are 
snowbirds who travel south for the 
winter. Freshman Cody Highwood 
and his family flew to Orlando, 
Florida, and went to Universal 
Studios. This was Highwood’s first 
time visiting Florida and liked that 
the weather was different. 
   The weather was warm and about 
70 degrees every day; this was the 
total opposite of Oregon’s weather 
during winter break. Their flight was 

a typical and consisted of a two-hour 
layover in Texas before proceeding 
to Florida, and a one hour layover 
in California coming home. They 
spent five days there and returned on 
Christmas Eve.
   “A few of my favorite rides 
would probably be The Mummy, 
Hollywood Rock N’ Roll, and 
Flight of the Dragon,” responded 
Highwood. 
   Highwood enjoyed these rides 
because they were all roller coasters 
and were the longest rides in the 
park. His all-time favorite ride was 
The Mummy because it was an 
inside roller coaster and was based 
off of the movie, The Mummy. 
   “My family and I rode in the 
front twice and the back once on 
The Mummy. It was fun,” grinned 
Highwood.
   Another fun way to travel for 
vacations is by car. Senior Chris 
Kostielney and his family drove to 
Idaho and celebrated Christmas with 
his aunt, uncle and grandpa. During 
the drive to pass time Kostielney 
would sleep, listen to music or play 
games on his phone.The car ride was 
about nine hours and tiring. 
   Kostielney was excited to see his 
family since the last time he saw 
them was about two years ago. They 
stayed at his aunt’s house and some 
of his other cousins were already 
there visiting when they arrived. 
   “This was the first time I ever 
met them and it was pretty cool,” 
announced Kostielney. 
   Unfortunately, a little after 
Kostielney’s family arrived, his 
cousins had to leave. He did not 
really get much besides their names 
and they did not talk much to him. 
   “Hopefully, next time we can 
talk more since they had to be 
somewhere later that day,” suggested 
Kostielney. 

   “Every child is an artist. The 
problem is how to remain an artist 

once he grows up,” 
-Pablo Picasso, a Spanish painter

   The artwork hanging on the 
walls of room 308 finally has to be 
taken all down, art that has been 
up for 16 years. Lorina Johnson, 
South Albany’s only Art teacher, is 
retiring at the end of the semester; 
January 29, 2016, is her last day. 
She announced her retirement to her 
advanced art students, before it was 
known by others. 
   Johnson has been teaching for 
a total of 30 years now. She first 
started at  Madison High School in 
Portland, then moved to Corvallis 
High School, then taught at LBCC. 
She then went back to graduate 
school earning a master’s degree 
in English to teach at OSU for ten 
years. After teaching 10 years of 
English at OSU she decided that she 
really missed teaching art. Finally, 
she landed a position at South 
Albany High School and she has 
been teaching for 16 years.
   When it comes to art, people have 
to use the right side of their brain. 
This especially applies to scientists 
and inventors who must use the right 
side of their brains to find solutions. 
A couple years back, a math teacher 
had given Johnson a book about 
using both sides of the brain (a 
book she adores and still has) some 
people just do not see what is around 
them. There are different shades 
of green on a tree, not just a dark 
green and light green. Some people 
don’t realize the nature around them 
makes a lovely piece of artwork. 
There are colors that someone 
wouldn’t believe would blend in 
perfectly with the landscape, but any 
color works. 

   “You can’t just teach the left side 
of the brain,” Johnson explained, 
which is one of the main reasons 
she teaches art. She teaches students 
how to shift to the right side of the 
brain, where creativity and visual 
ability are.
   “My passion for teaching is not 
only to teach students the mechanism 
of art and creativity but to interact 
with this age group. During high 
school years, students are trying to 
‘find’ themselves while living in two 
worlds,” Johnson noted.
   Art is a way for people to engage 
with the world. She loves teaching 
students because they get to see the 
way an artist does. Johnson feels that 
drawing and painting are “learned 
skills,” once the skills are learned, 
creativity is unlocked and expressed. 
   “People say they can’t draw, but 
you can. They say it’s a talent, when 
it’s not. It’s a skill you learn,” said 
Johnson. “Earth without art is just 
eh.”
   Johnson loves her students; they 
are the reason she teaches and she 
will miss them.
   “I have strong bonds with my 
students. If they’re having troubles 
they can always come to me. I truly 
care about them. I will really miss 
my students and also those faculty 
members whom I have become 
friends with. I am so grateful for my 
close teacher friends, who have been 
so supportive, positive, and honest 
on a daily basis,” said Johnson. In 
addition to being a teacher, she is a 
friend, a nurturer, and sometimes a 
mom to her students.
   Johnson has learned from her 
students as well, they keep her up 
to date and new insights about art, 
which has allowed her to grow in 
different ways.One of her greatest 
accomplishments is when a student 

trust her enough and can come to her 
to get help or encouragement. There 
is no greater feeling than after a 
class, students realize they can draw. 
   After retiring, Johnson plans to 
be a full time artist, or like English 
sculptor and artist Henry Moore 
puts it; “There’s no retirement for 
an artist, it’s your way of living, so 
there’s no end to it.” 
   She has her own studio at home 
where she will work full time as a 
painter. The style of artwork she 
enjoys doing is Impressionism; 
this is also known as “the painterly 
style” which consists of loose and 
expressive paint strokes, that appears 
to fade into each other from a 
distance.  Many artist aspire to have 
a loose, expressive quality in their 
work. The painterly style enables 
the artist to bring more nature and 
emotion to painting.
   “Expressing your passion for your 
subject with every stroke,” quotes 
Johnson, from painter Bob Rohm.
   Several of Johnson’s friends are 
professional artists, who will help 
and encourage her to exhibit and 
critique her paintings.
   Taking over for Johnson mid-term 
is Elizabeth Mann, who is currently 
teaching at Timber Ridge for the 
moment. According to Johnson she’s 
good at teaching art. It’s Mann’s 
dream to teach high school art on a 
full time basis.
   “I will miss teaching art. Period. 
I love the art room and I will truly 
miss my students,” concluded 
Johnson, smiling brightly.
   One of Johnson’s favorite quotes 
is by French painter Paul Cezanne: 
“If I were called upon to define 
briefly the word Art, I should call it 
the reproduction of what the senses 
perceive in nature, seen through the 
veil of the soul.”

Farewell, Mrs. Johnson
The Sentry 
Staff will 
miss you!

Thanks for everything 
you’ve done for us and 

the entire school!

PERlA JIMEnEZ

Winter Break
lARISSA JAMES

Recap

   There are many ways to display 
being an artist. People can be artists 
by displaying their work in music 
by using instruments or simply by 
singing.
   Musical theatre artist, Lindsay 
Estis, loves to show her passion for 
art through music. Estis said, “I have 
been involved with music my whole 
life and being in the A Capella choir, 
Rebelation!, and musicals have  neat 
ways of expressing it.” 
   To Estis, singing is a beautiful 
way of showing art because it really 
allows someone to open up and 
proclaim their love for their craft. 
Her father would sing karaoke to 
her when she was younger and still 
does today. He is her inspiration and 
motivation to sing every day. 
   Estis became confident enough 
to sing and act in front of a live 

audience in the sixth grade. The 
musical was called Honk Jr. and 
she played Maureen who is the best 
friend to mother goose. Her part 
consisted of singing a duet with the 
female lead and being called auntie 
Maureen.
   Estis wants theatre active in her 
life. After high school, Estis plans 
on going college for theatre. If the 
college she attends does not provide 
theatre classes, Estis says, “I will 
audition and help out at the Albany 
Civic Theatre (ACT) because you 
know, theatre is my thing.” 
    Estis’ favorite style of singing is 
A Capella because of how unique it 
is and how singing with other people 
help create instruments for the songs. 
Her favorite genre is tied between 
jazz and contemporary. “Jazz is 
more laid back and easy while 
contemporary is usually more upbeat 
and fun,” claimed Estis. 

Mini-Feature: Artist of the Issue 
Lindsay Estis

lARISSA JAMES

Lorina Johnson, former art teacher, stands in front of her beloved 
art wall of 16 years.

Senior Lindsay Estis performs 
“Spanish Rose” on the stage of 
“Bye Bye Birdie.”
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COPYWRONG CLAIMS
    As annoying as they are, 
copyright laws are fairly 
important from an objective 
point of view. They keep people 
from snagging each other's ideas, 
shouting “mine!,” and making a 
profi t off of it. On the fl ip side, 
there is the provision of free 
use, which allows for things 
like remixed versions, parodies, 
reviews, and clips under a 
specifi c time limit. As long as 
the original creator is credited, 
the people and the big businesses 
should be on equal ground. 
Right?
    Enter YouTube, the largest 
media streaming website ever 
created. On YouTube, there is 
an option that allows ads to be 
put up on a submitted video, 
giving the video’s creator a small 
fraction of the profi ts. This is 
where the line gets hazy. Should 
people who make gameplay 
videos, be allowed to make a 
profi t on their content? What 
about movie reviewers or people 
who add a ten-second clip to 
an otherwise original video for 
comedic effect? (Think: “Watcha 
Say” videos. That song belongs 
to somebody.) 
   According to copyright law, 
these should all be fi ne. The 
“Watcha Say” videos everybody 
loves have nothing to do with 
the actual song, and reviews 
cannot be hit by copyright law to 
prevent the owner taking control 
of what is published about their 
content. Without protection 
for remixes and parodies, most 
dubstep would be prohibited 
due to copyright law. Gameplay 
and reaction videos simply 
come alongside reviews, as 
distinguishing between the two 
in a courtroom would be a boring 
and pointless chore.

    However, YouTube’s 
system and the legal system 
do not always line up. Take 
the channel “TFS,” short for 
“TeamFourStar,” as a prime 
example. The channel was 
made famous by their re-dub 
of the Dragonball Z series, 
titled “Dragonball Z Abridged.” 
Unfortunately, YouTube did not 
fi nd their content as hilarious 
as everybody else did, and shut 
the series down. Over 50 videos 
were suddenly inaccessible 
via YouTube due to copyright 
claims. The issue was later 
resolved, but in the meantime 
TFS was losing money. 
   A similar hit occurred on 
the AngryJoeShow, a show 
made by popular game 
reviewer Joe Vargas. This was 
a combination of fraudulent 
claims by producers who he 
had previously spoken ill of, as 
well as automated takedowns by 
YouTube’s system. Many of the 
automated claims were resolved 
by the corporations involved, 
including a few that Vargas 
had ripped apart in the videos 
that were taken down. Others, 
however, refuted his appeal. 
   This is where YouTube favors 
the corporations with their 
system: According to a video 
in which Vargas explained the 
loss of his previous reviews, if a 
content producer refuses to lift 
the ban on the user’s content, the 
entire channel is automatically 
issued a strike. After three 
strikes, the account is shut down 
and all videos that account 
created are removed. YouTube 
does not wait for an offi cial court 
case to be resolved, and assumes 
guilt based on the word of the 
original creator.  YouTube also 
only allows a channel to dispute 
three videos at a time, which, 

if the owner of the channel is 
capable of basic math, means 
that while YouTube  may hit fi ve 
or ten of their videos at once, or 
in the case of TFS, upward 50, 
they can only really dispute two 
at a time without risking their 
entire channel. 
    The list of channels struck by 
this issue goes on and on, which 
is unfortunate because many of 
these people make a living off 
of the content on their channels. 
Many people have moved on to 
different streaming websites such 
as Twitch because of the one-
sided copyright system, meaning 
YouTube has no reason to 
continue using it. They are losing 
business, both in content creators 
and the fans that follow them.
    Any automated system 
that judges content will be 
fundamentally fl awed, because 
an algorithm or program is 
not a human being and is 
not capable of making those 
judgments, or any judgment for 
that matter. While things like 
international copyright law and 
what constitutes a remix are a 
bit of a gray area, the solution 
is not to destroy original work, 
especially not when many of the 
more famous YouTubers make 
a living off of their ad revenue. 
However, YouTube has its own 
grievances. The corporation 
itself has seen lawsuits because 
of actual copyright issues, such 
as Viacom International vs. 
YouTube. But establishing an 
automated takedown system 
that punishes users who publish 
acceptable work, and playing 
favorites to the corporations in 
copyright disputes, these are 
not good business practices. 
YouTube’s customers are not big 
time companies, their customers 
are the users.

   Out of the seven billion people on 
this earth, over 6.8 billion people 
use their cell phone daily, as stated 
by qz.com. Now in our generation, 
the invention of cellphones went 
from the late 1990’s fl ip-phone 

QUIN HARP

to nowadays smartphones. Since 
the smartphones were invented, 
what was the main idea of the 
smartphone? These type of phones 
were supposed to give people 
high quality cameras, HD screens, 
voice recognition and 4G networks 
on their cell phone, according 

to mobiledustryreview.com. 
Besides all of the high technology 
of smartphones, people can use 
applications on their phone.
   According to play.google.com, 
there is currently a list of the top fi ve 
(free) android apps. At the top of 
the list is Candy Crush Jelly Saga. 
Candy Crush Jelly Saga is the third 
version of the original game called 
Candy Crush Saga, which came out 
the spring of 2012. Along with the 
second version, Candy Crush Soda 
Saga, which was released two years 
later after the original Candy Crush 
game came out? Candy Crush is 
where you match the symbols and 
colors to earn points. Candy Crush 
Jelly just came out January 7 of this 
year. 
   “The game challenges me,” Karli 
Sellin, junior, commented, “it’s like 
a puzzle so it makes your brain work 
to try and fi gure it out. The  challenge 
of the game is that some of the 
levels are hard and it can take up to a 
month to fi nally defeat it.”
  Facebook messenger is at number 
two on Google Play, and Facebook 
is at number three. According to 
huffi ngtonpost.com, in the year of 
2012, Facebook decided to launch 

Messenger, an app for Facebook 
messages. Mark Zuckerberg, one of 
the founders of the social media site, 
explained why they felt the need to 
create it.
   “We wanted to do this because 
we believe that this is a better 
experience. Messaging is becoming 
increasingly important. On mobile, 
each app can only focus on 
doing one thing well, we think,” 
Zuckerberg stated. Over ten million 
messages are being sent daily, but 
before this app was ever created, 
when people use to message, they 
would have to go on a separate tab in 
order to message a person.
     At number four is a game called 
Piano Tiles 2. Piano Tiles 2 is just 
like any other piano game in the 
app world except they are in tiles 
that people have to press on. Piano 
Tiles 2 was released just a year ago 
and has successfully became more 
popular.  
   “The goal of the game is to make 
music by tapping on the black tiles 
that go across the screen,” Anna 
Helenihi, sophomore, explained, 
“The longer the song goes, the 
faster the tiles go, so it gets harder.” 
Helenihi loves to have a competition 

between her and her friends to see 
who gets the farthest in the game.
    Finally, at number fi ve is a social 
media app used to take and send 
photos: Snapchat. Snapchat founder 
Evan Spiegel, had started Snapchat 
as a school project along with Frank 
Reginald Brown IV. Back in 2013, 
Zuckerberg wanted Snapchat and 
made an offer on Snapchat for $3 
billion. As a result, Spiegel rejected 
Zuckerberg’s $3 billion offer, 
entrepreneur.com stated. Snapchat 
was founded in the year of 2011 and 
the ratings have gone up quickly 
ever since. Senior, Chelby Crites, 
has an addiction to social media 
because she likes to do goofy things 
with friends and share them with 
other people.
    “What I like about Snapchat is 
that you can send the ugliest selfi es 
and as long as your friends don’t 
screenshot the photo, it’s gone 
forever,” Crites commented. 
    Apps are a great way to entertain 
people when they having nothing 
to do, and most people do use apps 
daily in their life. As the world’s 
generation grows more with apps 
and technology, they will always be 
part of people’s lives.

Technological Advances: Popular Apps

ERIKA SCHERTZ

Tech Advances

Sources via timetoast.com

A student simulates the extremely funactivity of playing Candy Crush 
Saga on their cellular device. 

   
PS2: In 2000 the best selling gaming 

console of all time was produced. 

   Itunes: The widely used network 
of music, movies, TV, and podcasts 

lauched in 2001. 

   Facebook: Created in 2004, Face-
book has over 800 million active us-

ers. 

   Youtube: The colossal collection of 
videos was created in 2005. 

   
   Twitter: One of the top 10 most vis-
ited websites, Twitter was created in 

2006. 

   Smart Board: A system that changed 
education, the Smart Board was in-

vented in 2010.



you? You vote them out of office 
(your crazed support for dollar $igns 
might not attract enough support).
   That’s how democracy works. It’s 
a system of checks and balances. 
And democracy goes with politics 
like keys and locks. 
   Politicians are given the power by 
the people. And we have the ability 
to take it away. Not just by voting. 
By spreading our thoughts, ideas, 
and beliefs. 
   And that is why you need politics. 
It can enhance your life, and make 
the society we live in the best it can 
be. Sure you can’t vote now, but you 
might want to eventually. And you 
don’t want to join the many that give 
up the ability to have a voice. 
   Having a voice is something 
meaningful by itself. Sure, you 
may be 1 in 300 million, but having 
that one voice is more than many 
people have around the world. You 
can shape the society you live in. 
And so maybe in the next 0-4 years 
(depending on who you are), you 
should think about about what you 
want to do with that one voice. 
   And for clarification purposes 
Richard Nixon resigned after 
Watergate because it became 
relatively obvious that he was all 
about those dollar $igns. 
   And a filibuster is when a sore 
loser stands up and talks about 
relevant and not relevant topics 
forever to block or delay the passing 
of a bill. 
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   Beauty, what is beauty? It 
surrounds us in our daily lives 
and yet no one can truly define 
it. Some may say that beauty is 
classified as being beautiful or being 
handsome, but what does that mean? 
Others might say that beauty is 
characterized by being a good person 
or by being charitable, and others 
may say beauty is in the eye of the 
beholder. If that is so, then why is it 
that by nature human beings focus so 
much on outward beauty when there 
is no distinct standard, no guidelines 
and no way to tell what everyone 
else in the world will see as being 
beautiful? 
   Some girls wear makeup and 
some do not. The girls that do wear 
makeup get criticized because their 
eyebrows are too high, too thick, 
too short or too drawn on. Those 
same girls get made fun of because 
their foundation is too orange or too 
light, that their blush is too pink or 
their contour isn’t blended enough; 
and those ladies who do not wear 
makeup aren’t pretty enough or get 
called a lesbian. If a girl’s hair is 
not combed the right way then they 
are considered not well put together 
because their curling iron stopped 
working mid curl or they did not 
have enough time to shower in the 
morning and their hair is oily. These 
things force girls lose some of their 
“beauty.” 
   If a boy wears the same shirt three 
days in a row, he will get made fun 
of. If he wears the wrong kind of 
Nike’s, he automatically is deemed 
a loser; if boys wear dirty pants or a 
shirt with bleach stains and holes, it 
automatically pulls them down and 
they lose popularity.
   Why is it that the outward 
appearance is so vital? Every single 
person is beautiful. It is normal to 
judge others, we all have our own 
opinions, but to automatically shut 
people out and never give them a 
chance based on their appearance 
is unfair to everyone. These people 
who get shut out may be some of the 
kindest people out there, they could 
prove to be better friends than the 

Define: Beauty
SYDNEY STEWART

ones you already have. 
   I have been on both sides of this 
spectrum and I believe most people 
have. Through the years I have been 
shut out several times; as this school 
year goes on, I feel as though I have 
been given more chances and am 
welcomed by more people than I 
ever have throughout my entire time 
at South. 
   During my freshman year I took 
on the “scene” look, meaning I had 
black hair that covered my face, 
wore only band tee shirts and bright, 
patterned skinny jeans, and loads of 
rubber bracelets. I never did it for 
the fashion like most people; I did 
it because I felt uncomfortable with 
myself and just tried to hide from 
everyone. This of course lead me to 
become a so called “freak.” 
  I looked different and didn’t follow 
the mainstream fashion trends, and 
for that I was made fun of pretty 
heavily, I would get called: “emo, 
loser, poser, weird, whore” etcetera. 
I would be asked countlessly if I 
wanted to kill myself and I never 
knew how to respond to that; I mean 
no one ever talked to me and when 
they did it was to insult me or to ask 
me very personal questions like that; 
to say the least it was uncomfortable. 
  Today, when I go into classes my 
table mates will say “hello” to me.  
They ask me how I am; how my 
weekend was; they ask me for help 
on assignments; and when I walk 
around campus people smile and 
wave to me. A few years ago, that 
never happened. 
  Everyone judges, there is no 

   Politics. This one single term has 
become so grimy that taxes, over-
regulation, corruption, and evil-doers 
wearing suits instead of capes, come 
to mind on immediate thought. For 
those of us still in high school, it 
means that one singular civics class 
freshman year that caught us up on 
the loss of sleep that school entails. 
   Yet you’re still wondering, “Why 
did Richard Nixon resign, and why 
does it matter? And what in the heck 
is a filibuster?”
   The simple answer that any 
uninformed minor gives is, “It 
doesn’t matter. I can’t vote.”
   But you will be able to.
   The first time I became heavily 
aware of civics was during the 
McCain vs. Obama election in 2008. 
I was 10 at the time, and although 
I didn’t catch on to many concepts 
(for example, I heard the name 
“Barack Obama” and could not split 
the name first and last for the life of 
me. All I knew was that I thought 
“Barac Kobama” was preparing to 
lead our wonderful nation).
   It was a massive deal at the time 
that a woman was running for 
president. I wasn’t much of a Hillary 
Clinton fan (maybe because I was 
10 and girls had cooties, or maybe 

Politics
IAN WALKER

way around it, but through my 
experiences it has made me want to 
try harder. It has made me seriously 
question: “What is beauty and why is 
it as essential as it is?” This question 
burns inside of me constantly. No 
matter where I go, I hear countless 
people speaking hateful words and 
every single time I hear it, I want so 
badly to know why they say those 
things about people they hardly 
know. I want to learn the thought 
process of it all. It fascinates me that 
naturally human beings are bonded 
together, but hardly give each other 
the time of day. 
  I too judge and the fact that I have 
been made fun of because of my 
looks, I try so hard to not be reserved 
by my first impressions. I try to 
let everyone show their character: 
whether by talking to me personally, 
or talking to someone I don’t think 
I will like for an interview for one 
of my articles, or just seeing how 
someone acts during class; I let them 
show me who they are before I make 
a snap judgment.
  No one is perfect, no one will be. 
From my standpoint of being on 
both sides of this I know how much 
it means to be noticed by someone. 
Everyone is beautiful, whether it 
be physically attractive to most 
people or by being a “good person,” 
everyone is beautiful in one way or 
another. All people go through hard 
times, struggle and cope with things 
their own way, but no matter what 
they do, no matter who they are, 
someone in this world is bound to 
like them.
  Now on to you, you reading this 
column, you are beautiful. You have 
amazing talents that you may not 
even realize that you have; you are 
physically beautiful, no matter what 
people may say or what you may 
think. 
  In my opinion, beauty is being 
yourself. Acting like something you 
are not is not beautiful. Whether 
others like and accept you for who 
you are; it shouldn’t matter because 
there will be others who find your 
qualities absolutely stunning. 
  There is no way to become the most 
beautiful or most handsome boy or 
girl, but the key to accepting others 
is by accepting who you are and 
what you stand for first. 

   The realizations come at the 
most peaceful moments. I could be 
watching YouTube, staring at a wall 
contemplating my life, or saving 
the world on a pixelated screen. Out 
of the blue, my mind will only be 
focused on one thing that will soon 
hit with full momentum: my future.
   As a junior in high school and 
having been 17 for about three 
months now, thoughts of the present 
are always weirdly shocking to me. 
I’m always perplexed as to why I’m 
so old (in terms of childhood); and 
why I have all these responsibilities 
when I could have sworn that I was 
eight years old just last week. I can 
only imagine my confusion once I 
head off to college and I have to fend 
for myself.
   It’s not so much as asking myself 
what I will do with my life after 
high school, but how I will do it. I’m 
very secure in knowing that I want 

Just Level Up

ABBY SLANGA

to pursue a career in journalism and 
being a published author and what 
I need to do to get there, but how 
will I pull off this amazing feat? 
Even this year, I have to start paying 
attention to topics like politics in 
order to know who I will vote for in 
the upcoming presidential election. 
It’s a strange thought to have 
because it feels like I’m years off 
from having to face the adult world. 
My parents keep reminding me (and 
rightly so) how I will have to start 
thinking about things like scheduling 
my own appointments (cringe) and 
learning to deal with having to call 
for services like car repairs (double 
cringe). Plus, since I’m job searching 
and I haven’t had an official work 
experience before, I get paranoid 
thinking about how I will fit a part-
time job on top of everything else 
in my life that is already giving me 
stress (critical hit cringe).
   However, once I stop to think 
about it, I know I’ll be okay. Life 
is like a videogame: I can’t take on 
the toughest bosses right off the bat. 
I have to take the time to build my 
set of skills and understand what 
I’m doing if I want to come out of 
the dungeon on the other side, and 
I’ll always have my party members 
(A.K.A. family and friends) to help 
me out when I run out of potions. 
If you are in a dilemma similar to 
mine, I have one piece of advice for 
you, my friend: breathe. You just 
have to level up.

because my mom was a really big 
fan of this Kobama guy).
   Once Obama won the primaries the 
country was in an uproar, that even 
I, a 10 year old unable to say his 
name, could feel. People were split 
down the middle. Even though I was 
a child, I could see the ridiculous 
slander people of all denominations 
threw on the table. 
   At a young age, with my 
experience with politics being little 
to nothing, I realized something 
very quickly. Politics make the 
metaphoric wheels of a society roll. 
Things happen because of civics. 
   If you think an unsafe intersection 
needs a stop light what do you 
do? Talk to your mayor or the 
councilmen on the city board.
   If you think a law needs to be 
enacted requiring dollar $igns to 
replace any “S” in official documents 
who do you go to? Your legislator.
   What if none of these people help 

   Everybody knows by now of the 
giant mistake a certain Steve Harvey 
made. But if somehow someone out 
there doesn’t, this is the hilarious 
mishap of Steve Harvey.
   Picture this: Miss Universe, 
probably the most influential and 
one of the largest beauty pageants 
ever. It comes down to the final two, 
who will become Miss Universe? 
Will it be Miss Columbia, or Miss 
Philippines? 
   We normally see Steve Harvey 
as the host of Family Feud, or 
sometimes even on his own Steve 
Harvey Show, dishing out advice, 
but this time Mr. Harvey got the 
privilege of hosting the Miss 
Universe beauty pageant, which is 
quite the honor. 
   And the winner is… Colombia! 
Two minutes of rigorous cheering 
later and Mr. Harvey comes 
awkwardly shuffling on stage saying, 
“Uh, there’s… I have to apologize. 
The first runner up is Columbia. 
Miss Universe 2015 is Philippines.”
   And if that is not bad enough, 
shortly after the video of his 
mistake went viral, and everybody 
thoroughly knew Harvey had messed 
up.  He made this tweet:, “I want 
to apologize emphatically to Miss 
Philippians and Miss Colombia. This 
was a terribly honest human mistake 
and I am so regretful.”
   Some may think, wow, this seems 
like a sincere apology, I kinda feel 
bad for the guy. But look closer, 
specifically at the spelling of 
PHILIPPINES. And if you still can’t 

DREW MAYFIELD figure out what the problem is, HE 
MISSPELLED PHILIPPINES! But 
at least the guy tried. Well, kind 
of. At least him trying to apologize 
deserves some merit.
   Later, our favorite Steve had an 
exclusive guest on his show, that’s 
right, Miss Colombia, where she 
forgave him for his blunder, and 
gave him a useful tip, “Learn how 
to read.”
   But I think it’s more than that. 
Personally, I actually really relate to 
this circumstance. In my experience, 
when things are most important the 
nerves get to me, and I mess up. 
  This is a totally normal, human 
thing, but for me, and those of you 
who blow things out of proportion, 
don’t. 
  Fairly recently, I had a solo in band. 
In class that day, I aced the solo, 
and absolutely KILLED IT. At the 
concert however, I faltered. 
   This actually really got to me and 
for some reason I considered quitting 
band and living my whole life in 
my house, swearing to never leave 
again or else be laughed at. And as 
embarrassing as it is, that’s actually 
100 percent true. I legitimately 
thought that I would do that.
   Now obviously that didn’t happen. 
Instead, I got mad at myself for no 
reason, and improved from it. 
   Maybe I’m dissecting this Steve 
Harvey thing too much, but right 
now, as I’m writing this very 
column, I feel empowered and 
confident, and know next time to not 
make the same mistake, but instead 
learn from it.

Steve
Harvey:
Human
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   My body feels heavy. Every 
time I lift my arms I have to 
check and make sure I’m not 
accidentally lifting weights. 
Walking is a whole other story; 
my feet are dragging, my back 
is curved down like the line of 
my frown, and my head is a 
thousand pounds. I’m moving 
so slowly I can’t remember 
where I’m going. Even now, 
my head is slightly tilted to 
one side because holding it 
up is just too much to handle.
  I am extremely tired. 
     I often wonder how tired 
one has to feel to be truly 
exhausted. My reflexes have 

I’ll Name This Later

OLIVIA GUILLEN

JLaw Phone Gate

JOURNALISM STUDENT
TILLY KAISER

been slowed and I am not in my skin. 
This causes me to feel completely 
unmotivated to do homework, 
write columns and articles, or do 
anything worthwhile, and this 
brings me back to the tragic illness 
that started it all: procrastination.
   I’ve been suffering from 
procrastination since times as early 
as middle school. Book reports, 
science projects, group projects- you 
name it, and I’ve probably finished 
it the morning it was due. Here is a 
wildly incomplete list of some of my 
lowest moments:
   -Write a children’s book, complete 
with illustrations. I had a whole two 
hours of sleep that night.
   -Research a disease and neatly 
present it on a tri-fold poster. I 
completed this on the bus the 
morning it was due.
   -In 500 words, explain who 
the ‘mockingbird’ is in To Kill a 
Mockingbird. I busted this one out in 
half an hour during lunch.
   -Read The Picture of Dorian Gray 
and complete a four page packet on it 
. Three hours. Never again.
   It’s like a horrible disease that I 
can’t find a cure for. On my desk sits 

a pile of work waiting to be finished. 
Some assignments are easily 
manageable and I could do them in 
five minutes, so why can’t I just get 
them over with?
   A physical force is holding my 
hands back from reaching forward 
and grabbing a worksheet or 
textbook. Sometimes, I’ll be so close 
to finishing an assignment, and out 
of nowhere, my motivation will 
disappear and turn into motivation 
to do something unproductive. This 
always results in me leaving an 
assignment almost finished except 
for one or two problems. I have to 
finish them eventually, but since 
there are only a couple problems, I 
can do them later, right? 
   Wrong. I never ever finish those 
two problems. 
   Chores are no exception. If I had a 
dime for every time I ninja-washed 
the dishes at the speed of light while 
my parents were unlocking the front 
door I could hire a procrastination 
therapist. 
   I often wonder why it is that I 
put things off until the last possible 

second. There are some things 
I can’t force, like columns, 
and some things I really can, 
like homework and one dirty 
dish. Am I lazy? The first step 
to getting better is admitting 
you have a problem, and 
while I’ve already come 
clean about my extreme 
procrastination, I’d like to 
deny that I’m probably super 
lazy for a little longer. Instead, 
I’ll blame it on genetics and 
refer to a handy dandy list of 
reasons people procrastinate 
on OSU’s website. There are 
six, and I’ve chosen three that 
are seriously ruining my life.

   My self-diagnosis includes: lack 
of interest, fear of failure, and most 
ridiculously, fear of success. This 
means that I really dislike the subject 
(math), I’m nervous that I won’t do 
well (science), or I don’t want to 
have to put this much of myself into 
anything ever again (Newspaper, 
English). The combination of these 
three things has resulted in an 
overwhelming amount of anxiety 
that is amplified with each vicious 
cycle. 
   I can’t tell if I’ve hit rock bottom 
yet, but I do know that I need to turn 
my life around. 
   It’s time to make a change.
   No more feeling stressed about 
doing poorly or too well to keep 
improving
   No more putting off an assignment 
because you don’t like the subject: 
suck it up. 
   No more organizing your life 
alphabetically, by color, season, 
or function, just to avoid your 
responsibilities.
   The time to stop procrastinating 
is…
   Later. 

Just
Breathe

   You can feel it coming, in fact you 
know it is, but no matter how much 
you try to prepare, the pressure still 
builds. Then your name is called. 
With a brief look around the room, 
you make a mental note of all the 
exits and fastest way to get there. 
Everyone starts to grow silent as 
you approach the front. You can’t 
help but try to send a message to the 
audience that was never asked for: 
Keep talking; I don’t mind, I actually 
prefer it if you would. 
   Once at the front, you are signaled 
to begin. All eyes are now on you 
and time seems to slow. Nothing 
goes on unnoticed by you in the 
room. All the emotions you feel are 

amplified. 
 Breathing starts to become difficult.
   “Remember to breathe,” you tell 
yourself.
   So, you close your eyes and take 
a deep breath. Then manage to say 
the first sentence of the speech you 
had prepared a week before so that 
you had enough time to memorize 
it. Taking a look around the room 
you can see the bored faces of your 
peers; they want to get this done as 
well, doubtfully, not as much as you 
do. 
   Now, you have forgotten what you 
are supposed to say next. Luckily, a 
glance at your notecards is enough to 
remind you.
    “Remember, breathe.”
   You start again with your speech. 
Whispers of the observation of how 
much you are shaking can be heard. 
Because of this, you once again lose 
your train of thought and look down 
at your cards. 
   The words written there are hardly 
readable from how much your hands 
are shaking. Looking down at the 
cards in your hands, you read from 
them, but the words you are trying to 
say are jumbled and your breathing 
is starting to waver again.
    “Breathe.” 
   You continue on with the speech, 
realizing that you are not even half 
finished yet. 

To hide your frustration 
of your stutter upon words and 
forgetfulness of a speech you had so 
perfectly memorized, you nervously 
laugh at the mistakes you make. You 
wish you could say that laughing 
helps you calm down but, it seems 
to only make things worse because 
you are the only one laughing. You 

are now officially making an even 
bigger fool of yourself. 

Slowly, you are making 
progress through working your way 
to the end of your speech. Only, 
at the same time, the side effects 
are kicking in at full speed. Your 
stomach is now turning and like 
your tongue, tying itself into knots. 
The urge to throw up has never been 
more unmistakable.

 “Breathe,” you 
continuously remind yourself.

Finally, the long awaited 
ending of your speech has come. 
Everyone claps for the catastrophe 
they just witnessed and you take a 
seat. Your cheeks feel like they are 
on fire, so you cover them with your 
hands. Your stomach is still turning 
and now your eyes are starting to 
burn from holding back the tears.   

When class ends you make 
your way to the nearest bathroom or 
corner where you can be hidden. As 
you become out of sight of everyone 
around you, the tears can no longer 
be choked back and they come 
pouring down your cheeks. It is now, 
that the pressure from before is only 
starting to be relieved. 

You collect yourself and 
dry your eyes with the sleeves of 
your sweatshirt. Fully calmed, you 
make your way to your next class. 
Precautions are taken to give your 
eyes a chance to become less red 
before anyone sees you. All the 
sickness from before has passed 
away and when talked to, you no 
longer stutter. The anxiety felt when 
giving that speech is now a distant 
memory. 

Most importantly, you 
remember to breathe. 

OPiniOns

   Two old-fashioned parents, a 
young girl with her jealous steady, 
a manic manager with his “Spanish 
Rose,” and one alcoholic army 
recruit make some memorable 
characters in “Bye Bye Birdie,” a 
slammin’ hit at South Albany High 
School. 
   “I was told it was the most 
successful show at South since Mr. 
Sell has been directing,” stated Jake 
Bergstrom, senior, who played the 
part of Harry McAfee. The prices 
this year were 5 dollars for students, 
and 10 dollars for adults- prices that 
SAHS’ auditorium have probably 
never seen. It was worth the above-
seeing-a-movie price, though! The 
musical was fun and very energetic, 
regardless of the script’s slightly 
sexist undertones.   
  Another year of the students at 

SAHS whispering under their 
breath, “wait, who is that guy?” 
about a certain Cabeau Schuerger. 
Even though he’s a home schooled 
thespian, who else could have quite 
moved his hips in such a creepy 
way? He was a perfect fit for the part 
of Conrad Birdie. 
   Another great part was Kim 
McAfee, played by Kira Prince, 
senior. “It has always been my 
favorite musical, and I’ve been in 
love with the character Kim since 
I saw it as a kid. It was amazing to 
portray her,” Prince stated. 
   The newest feature of this musical 
included the fact that you could 
only be in it if you took the musical 
theater class. So, the cast was a 
lot bigger than normal, and there 
were many new faces on that stage. 
Overall, it was a really enjoyable 
experience, and the cast and crew 
did a phenomenal job. 

BAILEY MAYFIELD

“Birdie” Review

RAMON HERNANDEZ

   Jennifer Lawrence has made 
herself the main topic on the media, 
yet again. Earlier this month during 
the Golden Globes Awards, people 
got to see the dark side of The 
Hunger Games star. 
   Lawrence won an award for 
“Best Actress” in the movie ‘Joy.’ 
Following the topic of her award, 
there was also talk about the whole 
reporter drama after the awards 
ceremony. For the ones who do not 
know what occurred, there is a video 
of Lawrence being interviewed by 
a reporter. In the video, Lawrence 
calls out the reporter for being on his 
phone. No biggy. 
   The same reporter asks her another 
question, this time asks: “How 
do you see yourself for the Oscar 
night?” 
  In response, Lawrence, in a very 
sarcastic way, responded with “We 
are at the Golden Globes, if you 
would of put your phone down you 
would’ve known that.”
   The media went berserk. People 
were calling her rude for this 
response, saying the reporter 
sounded as though English was not 
his first language. 
   I had to see the video, and sure 
enough, when I saw it I had the 
same thoughts. From my point of 
view I could see Lawrence trying to 
come across all funny and such, but 
it came out plain rude. For the first 
part, I guess she has a point but the 

second part could’ve been handled 
differently. Sadly this incident made 
me think differently of her. But as 
any drama, this probably had another 
side to the story, and there was. 
   After looking through the internet 
for the full video of the incident, I 
found a video that showed before 
and after the whole reporter drama. 
Most of the video consisted of  
people asking Lawrence questions, 
one from a lady who had questions 
from Facebook. That caught my 
attention since she was probably 
reading the questions off her phone, 
but again maybe not. That is the 
thing about the current media. It 
shows people what they want to see: 
the hard juicy drama. 
   The rest of the video continued 
with the questions, at this point 
Lawrence seemed fine, up until the 
arrival of the reporter on his phone. 
This makes me believe the reporter 
might have been using his phone 
for reading questions, but it is that 
whole two-sides-of-the-story thing. 
  Perhaps the reporter was 
videotaping the whole interview 
or reading questions off his phone. 
Either way I believe Lawrence 
should’ve handled it differently, 
but as I see it, she was probably 
disturbed from his actions leading 
her to respond in such a matter. 
   We live in a time where everybody 
depends on technology. It makes 
sense that Lawrence acted the way 
she did; she isn’t a big technology 
person, as she personally does not 
use social media. She did not appear 
tired as some people claim she was. 
But being tired should not be an 
excuse. Give me 15 million dollars 
for shooting arrows and reading 
some lines, and you bet I won’t be 
tired.
   Looking back to the phone gate 
drama, we as humans look for flaws 
in people, rather than the positive 
things; this is a perfect example of 
just that and also how the media can 
alter something and portray it to the 
audience in the wrong way.

Drew May, 10, and Jake Berg-
strom, 12

Cabeau Schuerger as Conrad 
Birdie.
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What’s your New Year’s 
resolution?

How do you feel about finals?

“My New Year’s resolu-
tion would be to travel 
Oregon more. In the past 
I have taken Oregon for 
granted and would like to 
go out and see what this 
beautiful state has to of-
fer.  ,” 
-Carlos Pimentel, 12.

“I would say My New 
Year’s resolution is to 
go to church and youth 
group more often. I enjoy 
going because I get to 
meet new people every-
time and I love hanging 
out with them,”
-Taylor Parker, 11.

 “My New Year’s resolu-
tion is to stop drinking 
soda. Soda isn’t good for 
you, whether it’s diet or 
regular, it’s just full of high 
fructose corn syrup. You 
can get addicted to it as 
well with health risks,”  
   -Wyatt Marsh, 10. 

“My New Year’s resolu-
tion is to spend more qual-
ity time with my family 
because ever since I have 
gotten to high school, I’ve 
just been really busy and 
only get to see them one 
hour before I go to sleep.”
-Emily Haile, 9.

“How I feel about finals 
is stressed and worried 
that I won’t pass but I 
only have four classes I 
need to test for finals and 
then I get to relax for the 
other two classes,”
-Veronica Orozco, 12. 

“I feel like finals are 
overrated. My grades 
don’t define me as a stu-
dent because I’m an A1 
person who just doesn’t 
get too many A’s in 
class,” -Makayla Kyle, 
10.

“I feel hopeless, scared, 
and very worried about 
finals. I hate tests and 
it becomes a significant 
amount of your final 
grade in class, but I think 
I’ll be good on them,”
-Garret Miller, 11.

“I’m stressed for finals 
but I also feel happy to 
get them over with. This 
is my first time taking 
them and I don’t know 
how they will be,”
-Nicholas Bohanan, 9.
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