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   Martin Luther King Jr.  was major 
part of the American Civil Rights 
movement that was in 1955 to the 
late 1960’s. He worked to create 
a society where blacks and whites 
could live with equal rights as one 
nation. Across the country, many 
schools and people with jobs take 
the day off on Martin Luther King 
Jr. day. Why do schools and people 
take the day off on Martin Luther 
King Jr. day? King believed that it 
was possible for whites and blacks 
to come as one, and so people and 
schools now take the day off on 
Martin Luther King Jr. day because 
he was the first man to stand up in 
what he wanted.
  According to stanford.edu, King 
was born in the state of Atlanta, 
Georgia in 1929. Besides his parents, 
he grew up with a brother and sister 
named, Alfred Daniel Williams King 
and Christine King Farris. King went 
to three different colleges; More-
house College, Crozer Theological 
Seminary, and Boston University, 
between the years of 1944 and 1951. 
In 1953, King married Coretta 
Scott near her home in Alabama. 
In September of 1954, King started 
pastoring at a church called Dexter 
Avenue Baptist Church in Montgom-
ery, Alabama.
  Montgomeryboycott.com explains 
that a lady named Claudette Colvin, 
who was the first lady to stand up 
for what she wanted. She did not 
want to give up her seat for a white 
person on a Montgomery segregated 
bus and had been arrested. Couple 
months later, Rosa Parks did the 

exact same thing as Colvin did and 
was also arrested. Stanford.edu also 
included that King became President 
of the Montgomery Improvement 
Association (MIA) and was formed 
a little after Parks had been arrested 
for not giving up her seat. In the 
early 1956, King got a threatening 
phone call from a unknown person 
saying an unexpected spiritual expe-
rience would give him the strength 
to carry on in  “spite of persecution.” 
Along with that, King had been 
arrested while in a sit-in demonstra-
tion at a department store in Atlanta, 
Georgia in the 1960’s. King got ar-
rested again at a Georgia prayer vigil 
and was in jail about two weeks.
   In August 1963, he gave his “I 
Have A Dream” speech; explaining 
that whites and blacks should come 
as one equal nation. Later in August, 
King started a march in Washing-
ton D.C proclaiming for freedom. 
Infoplease.com states that about 
250,000 people marched with him 
in Washington D.C. In June of 1964, 
King was arrested for trying to get 
service at white only restaurant. 
On April 3, 1968, King did a breath-
taking speech called “I’ve Been 
To The Mountaintop.” This was 
another speech about him wanting 
peace with whites and blacks and 
they should come as one society . 
The next day, he was shot by a man 
named James Earl Ray, at a motel 
that he had been staying at. 
   Martin Luther King Jr. was a man 
who made many speeches about 
what he wanted for our country. If 
King had not made his stand, it is 
possible that blacks and whites today 
may still not be able to coexist.

ERIKA SCHERTZ

One Man, One 
Dream

  More often than not, people read 
stories of police brutality from the 
view of victims, family members, 

witnesses, and any person who 
has had a less than great encounter 
with law enforcement. As with any 
conflict, there are two sides to every 

story.
    According to nytimes.com, on 
August 9th 2014 in Ferguson Mis-
souri 18 year old Mike Brown was 
shot by police officer Darren Wilson. 
After the shooting, the case went to 
grand jury and the decision made 
was to not indict Darren Wilson. 
This triggered riots for weeks. Stores 
were broken into and property was 
destroyed. 
   Earlier in the year on July 14th, 
Eric Garner was arrested by officer 
Daniel Pantaleo in New York for the 
distribution of illegal cigarettes. He 
was placed in a choke hold, and as 
reported by the media he suffocated 
to death. After the autopsy, they 
found that he had died of a cardiac 
arrest on the way to the hospital. 
When the case was brought to Staten 
Island grand jury, they decided not 
to indict the officer for the death of 
Garner. 
   The death of these two men, both 
resulting from interactions with the 
police, has ignited talk of police 
brutality all around the world. Bruce 
Riley, Sheriff of the Linn County 
Sheriff’s Office, described how the 
media may not always have their 
facts straight. 

MADISON TRENARY

   “I think that the media can warp 
the use of force in general. I think 
the most recent example of that is 
Ferguson,” said Sheriff Riley. 
   “There were some things that went 
wrong on the police’s side as far as 
how they reported it and the timeli-
ness of the reporting. If they don’t 
get their information from the police, 
they’ll go find it, and they’ll find it 
in what they think are witnesses and 
people that have opinions. That’s 
where it can all fall apart,” explained 
Riley. 
   Sheriff Riley also commented on 
the frequency of police use of force 
in Linn County. “Police brutal-
ity might exist, but I think it’s in a 
very small percentage. I can only 
speak for what I experience here in 
Oregon, and in specific Linn County. 
What I think is perceived as brutal-
ity often times is legitimate and 
adequate use of force for a police 
officer to use.” 
   According to victimsofcrime.org, 
the rate of crime in metropolitan 
areas is 428.3 per 100,000 persons. 
For cities outside of metropolitan 
areas it is 399.7 per 100,000 persons, 
and for non metropolitan counties is 
195.1 per 100,000 persons. 

   Many people question the line 
between adequate use of force and 
inadequate use of force from a police 
officer. “When your life, or the risk 
of serious physical injury is in dan-
ger, or the serious physical injury or 
death to another person. That’s when 
deadly use of force is justified for a 
police officer.” This is where the line 
is if you ask Sheriff Riley.
   Dave Lawler, a Sergeant in the 
patrol division of Linn County 
Sheriff’s Office, has been accused 
of using too much force. “Over 
the years, and I’ve been doing this 
a long time, yes there have been 
instances. It’s just a resisting arrest 
type of deal. A lot of people think 
that using arm holds and that type of 
thing is too much force. Those types 
of people are the ones that think that 
they should be able to get away with 
anything, and they’re usually high or 
drunk,” said Lawler.
   Instances of police force happen 
every day all over the world. The 
line between justified and unjustified 
use of force may be unclear, and we 
can only leave what might be unjus-
tified use of force to the courtroom 
to decide where that line could have 
been crossed. 

Albany’s Finest on Ferguson

      The topic of North Korea has 
been brought up frequently after 
the commercial for “The Interview” 
came out. After hacking and 
threatening Sony Pictures, the North 
Korean government has been a topic 
of interest. 
   “The interview” is a movie in 
which Dave Skylark (played by 
James Franco) and Aaron Rapoport 
(played by Seth Rogen) attempt to 
assassinate Kim Jong-un. According 
to Wikipedia.org.,  The original 
release date was scheduled to be on 
October 10th, but was postponed 
until December 25th because of 
threats by North Korea. During the 
delay, Columbia Pictures edited 
the movie to make it less offensive 
to the leaders of North Korea. In 
November, Sony Pictures was 
hacked by a group that the FBI 
believes is involved with the North 
Korean government. The group 
released lots of Sony’s sensitive 
information, including upcoming 
films and information about the 
company. This group demanded 
that Sony stop “The Interview” 
from being released and threatened 

any cinema that decided to proceed 
to show the movie. Many North 
American cinema companies 
cancelled showings of the movie, 
and Sony cancelled the theatrical 
release. This caused criticism from 
the media, celebrities, and the White 
House. 
   Samantha Miles, sophomore, 
thinks that the North Korean 
government took the movie too 
seriously. “I think they are over 
reacting about it, but I do understand 
why they did freak out,” explained 
Miles. “I think they should just 
calm down because it is a fictional 
movie and in the all great America 
we do have freedom of speech and 
everything, so they shouldn’t get 
mad.” 
   Miles also explained her feelings 
about how the North Korean 
government treats their people. 
“They do cruel things to the citizens 
and it’s pretty messed up.”
   North Korea does not take crime 
lightly.  According to listverse.com, 
it is home to 16 labor camps. These 
are forced labor camps that span 
across mountainous areas and are 
surrounded by barbed wire fences. 
An estimated 200,000 prisoners 
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Kim Jong 
Un-

Truthful

can be held in these camps. People 
can wind up in these camps for 
something as little as stealing 
candy. Even for something as 
small as that, people can receive a 
“three generations of punishment” 
sentence. This means that if someone 
commits a crime, the worst being 
to try to leave North Korea, that 
person, their children, and their 
grandchildren will spend their lives 
in forced labor camps. Criticizing 
the government, watching western 
DVDs and learning about other 
cultures warrants a death sentence. 
An article from nydailynews.com 
detailed how Kim Jong Un fed his 
uncle to a pack of 120 starving dogs.
   Pyongyang, North Korea’s capital, 
is home to only the most important 
people of North Korea. The borders 
of the city are lined with guards 
to ensure that only certain people 
can enter. Everyone, including 
Pyongyang, get no more than two 
hours of electricity a day. 
   As North Korea’s government 
becomes more discussed, it is 
important to remain knowledgeable 
about what is actually happening 
there. 

Linn County Sheriff, Bruce Riley

January 2015

North Korea, represented by its flag. 



   In November of 2014, the winds 
of political change started to blow. 
What the wind carried on it was a 
change in leadership in the Senate, 
and the strengthening of control in 
the House. 
   According to history.house.gov, the 
Republican party not only kept their 
control over the house, but gained 
an extra 13 seats This brought their 
total number of seats up from 234 to 
247. These seats were all taken from 
the Democrats, whose favorability 
with the public dropped six percent 
from polls taken before the midterm 

Seizing Control
of the Senate 

elections. This loss of approval 
dropped them to 36 percent, which 
is a record low. On the opposite side, 
the Republicans approval went up by 
only two points, putting them at 42 
percent, according to gallup.com. An 
additional event in the House is the 
small rebellion of the Tea Party due 
to the reelection of John Boehner.
   One of the biggest developments 
in politics is the Republican takeover 
of the Senate. According to senate.
gov, the Republicans have 54 of the 
seats, while the Democrats have 44. 
This is the first time since 2007 that 
the Republicans have controlled 
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   With the start of the New Year 
came the start of several healthy 
habits. Every new year, these habits 
usually do not last long, and will 
soon come to an end, to the relief of 
all of us who have given up in this 
category a long time ago. 
   I mean, do not get me wrong. I 
will be the first to try something 
healthy mostly because my mom is 
the health food stores main groupie, 
and partly because I really would 
like to lose ten pounds. The fact of 
the matter remains that starting at the 
beginning of the year was just the 
excuse most people had been making 
so they did not have to start these 
habits sooner. 
   Why not start next Wednesday or 
in the middle of May? Personally 
I have come to the conclusion that 

maybe, just maybe, more people 
battle OCD than is culturally ac-
cepted, myself included.
   So why is the beginning of the year 
the most known time to start over, 
and begin new habits to become a 
better person? Why put it off? Why 
not start today? Right now?
     According to LiveScience, this 
habit has been going on for the last 
4,000 years. The act of creating New 
Year’s Resolutions originated from 
the Babylonians during their 12 day 
welcoming of the New Year. 
   While in part, starting new, healthy 
habits may be due to some underly-
ing OCD, it has also been ingrained 
into our lifestyle for over 40 
centuries. Being creatures of habit, I 
realize that it only makes sense that 
we would continue this tradition, but 
with us being rebels and all maybe it 
is time to start new traditions. 

COMMENTARY BY 
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the Senate, and this may stop some 
of the gridlock in Washington DC, 
according to Mitch McConnell who 
said, “A new Republican majority 
wouldn’t mean we’d be able to 
get everything you want from 
Washington, but it would mean 
we’d be able to bring the current 
legislative gridlock to a merciful 
end,” in a pre-midterm report, 
reports CBS News.
   Change is coming in 2015, and that 
change could be both good and bad. 
With a Democratic president versus 
a Republican controlled Congress, 
anything could happen.

   Last year AirAsia flight 8501 went 
missing, it was carrying 162 people. 
It is believed to have been brought 
down by the weather, because on the 
black box one of the pilots radioed 
in asking to fly higher, so they could 
get above the bad weather, but it 
has been confirmed that the plane 
was brought down from climbing 
up to fast as they were going 6,000 
meters per minute up.The plane was 
eventually found on the bottom of 
the seafloor in the Java Sea. Only 52 
bodies have been recovered from the 
wreckage so far of the 162 people 
that were on the plane according to 
bbc.
   Part of the fuselage of the plane 

has been recovered, which is 
believed to hold the victims bodies. 
The main body of the plane has been 
found and then the rescue team just 
need to find a way to get it and trans-
port it on to land. MV Swift Rescue, 
a Singaporean navy vessel and an 
autonomous underwater vehicle 
made the discovery of the fuselage. 
The accident was a tragic event that 
led to many losses and now that 
the fuselage has been found, some 
people can get some closure accord-
ing to telegraph.com
   Sugiarti a 35 year old resident of 
Surabaya said, “Finding the black 
box and my sister is very important.” 
   Agung Wahgu Darmono another 
person who lost people on the Aira-

sia flight that crashed, dismissed 
the importance of the black boxes 
because he has thought of noth-
ing other than his brother, mother, 
sister-in-law, and niece who were all 
on the plane. “They are focusing too 
much on the black boxes when they 
should be looking for bodies,” said 
Darmono. 
   Darmono’s brother and sister-in-
law have been identified. He added, 
“It has been very difficult because 
my mother is still missing,” accord-
ing to nbcnews.
   This is not the only flight to have 
crashed like this, the only difference 
between this crash and the others 
was that one of the planes were 
never found.

JAMES ROSSITER

When Planes Go 
Missing

   On December 28th, an Ohio trans-
gender teen committed suicide due 
to her parents’ inability to accept her 
gender identity. Born as Joshua Al-
corn, she never felt she identified as 
male. According to isna.org, “people 
who identify as transgender or 
transsexual are usually people who 
are born with typical male or female 
anatomies but feel as though they’ve 
been born into the ‘wrong body.’” 
When she discovered this, she im-
mediately felt relief. When she came 
out to her parents as Leelah, they 
were not supportive. 
   Alcorn’s parents were very reli-
gious, and refused to support their 
daughter. Along with refusal to use 
the correct pronouns, they brought 
Alcorn to conversion therapy.
   All these factors add up on a young 
person, and ultimately brought 
Alcorn to suicide. In her suicide note 
posted to the popular social network-
ing site Tumblr, she puts the blame 
on her parents, and ends it with a 

crossed out Joshua. On cdc.gov, it 
states, “A nationally representative 
study of adolescents in grades 7–12 
found that lesbian, gay, and bisexual 
youth were more than twice as likely 
to have attempted suicide as their 
heterosexual peers.” 
   For those unaware, there are trans-
gender teens at South Albany High 
School. Christina Hatley, senior, tells 
her story. 
   “I was in elementary school when 
I realized I wasn’t male, but I never 
wanted to show it. I used to see 
people get beat up, for just ‘acting 
gay.’ I was really young, so I was 
scared and thought that I would get 
hurt, or killed even.” For her, how-
ever, coming out was not as hard. “I 
slowly came out to my family, but 
I told them I was transgender three 
years ago. My mom and dad were 
accepting, but my grandparents and 
brother were not.”
   Hatley’s brother refuses to accept 
it, and her grandparents say she is 
“against God.” She is commonly 
misgendered at school, too, by her 

teachers and classmates. She said, 
“It’s hard to be feminine, because I 
was born really masculine.”  
   Parents and peers need to be 
supportive of transitioning teens, be-
cause it can negatively impact their 
mental health in tremendous ways. 
Parents and teenagers need to be 
able to have open conversations and 
speak freely. “[My parents] respect-
ed me and wanted to understand it. I 
told them how I felt, and they started 
doing pretty extensive research on it. 
They looked up documentaries and 
read articles to get a further under-
standing. My dad has even started to 
call me his daughter!” stated Hatley 
with a smile. 
   Sometimes all it takes is an open 
mind and some learning to be re-
spectful and helpful. Transitioning is 
commonly a long, difficult process to 
endure. Most people who are trans-
gender suffer emotionally and even 
physically, and often live in fear. To 
change this would be an innovation 
for society that is desperately neces-
sary to live in equality. 

BAILEY MAYFIELD

Transgender Support
   Post-secondary education, legal 
independence, and the need to 
enter the workforce are all common 
financial strains students experience 
upon leaving high school. However, 
even before graduation, high school 
seniors must keep up with the 
growing list of expenses that come 
with their final school year. 
  At SAHS, all students must pay 
a 35 dollar student body fee and 
underclassmen must pay for their 
physical education uniforms. Aside 
from these inevitable costs, sports, 
activities, yearbooks, Rebel gear, 
clubs, school supplies, field trips, 
lunch, dances, sporting and music 
events, and pictures all add on to the 
cost of school throughout one’s high 
school career. So how is it that with 
life right around the corner, Karin 
Price Mueller of The Star-Ledger has 
deemed senior year savings-worthy? 
   According to consumerist.com, a 
high school senior could pay up to 
850 dollars on college applications 
and enrollment. Advanced Placement 
tests and the SAT or ACT can add 
up to 500 dollars, and depending 
on school discounts, graduation 
caps and gowns might cost several 
hundred dollars.  
   Even with high prices for college 
preparation, prom is definitely a 
heavyweight when it comes to 

spending. A nationwide survey 
conducted by Visa Inc. reported the 
average cost of prom for one high 
school senior (and their family) 
was 1,139 dollars in 2013, and is 
continuing to rise. The average for 
western states is 1,079 dollars which 
is 449 dollars less than the highest 
average, which belongs to the 
northeast. 
   An interesting statistic that resulted 
from the survey was families with 
incomes under 50,000 dollars a year 
spent approximately 1,245 dollars on 
prom, whereas families with higher 
incomes spent 1,129 dollars. Also, 
single parents spent 1,563 dollars 
while married parents spent 770 
dollars. 
   Another large portion of a high 
schooler’s budget is sports. Although 
all grades participate in sports, a 
senior facing life so soon might 
feel the sting of expensive sports a 
little more. Costs are derived from 
coaching and equipment. In many 
cases, not all of the equipment is 
covered in sports such as football, 
baseball, and basketball, so teams 
resort to fundraising. 
   With prom and sports being such 
popular developments among all 
high school students in the country, 
the occasion for students to spend 
comes frequently. Four years of this 
can result in a very large price for 
finishing high school.  

OLIVIA GUILLEN

Senior Costs

The transgender pride flag.



   Ever since I could put together 
thoughts and form them into 
sentences, I always knew the 
answer to the infamous question, 
“What do you want to be when 
you grow up?” This simple inquiry 
is dreaded amongst most youth 
of today, but never for me. When 
I was in kindergarten, I wanted 
to be a pianist. After owning my 
first keyboard and never touching 
it, I wanted to be an artist. Then, 
realizing that tracing Pokémon cards 
didn’t really count as art, I wanted to 
be a photographer. Then, a professor, 
and after that, a high school teacher. 
   I still want to be a teacher, 
however; this year I’ve been 
impulsively dreaming about having 
weird careers. These include, but 
are not limited to: an architect, 
oceanographer, archaeologist, marine 
biologist, writer, and astronomer. 
Unfortunately, I’m probably not the 
most fit for these jobs. I’m not good 
at science or math, but these careers 
interest me a ton. 
   I read a quote from the novel The 
Bell Jar, by Sylvia Plath, that I really 
connected with. It’s really long, 

so I’ll just give you the rundown: 
She explains how she is sitting 
underneath a fig tree, starving. She 
has to pick a fig from the tree, but 
choosing one means losing the 
others. She cannot make a decision, 
which causes the figs to die and fall 
to the ground. 
   In this scenario, I feel like Esther 
Greenwood. I’m sitting under 
the fig tree (it’s a symbol for life, 
ya dingus), and all of the figs are 
different directions I could pick. I 

The Fig Tree

BAILEY MAYFIELD

   Once upon a time, there was a 
year called 2014, and it was terrible. 
Despite the problems that happened 
in my life, the world did not seem to 
be having a good time either. There 
was the Ebola epidemic, the losses 
of great actors, at least two planes 
went missing, a devastating civil war 

in Syria that continues to rage on, 
and more. There were so many times 
in 2014 that I wanted nothing more 
than to curl up in a ball under the 
covers of my bed, but I always found 
the strength to square my shoulders 
and march out of my house.
    I have a theory that the even-
numbered years are the ones that 
need to be looked out for. For 
example, 2012 was the year of 
seventh grade for me, so of course 
that wasn’t a good time. Then 
2013 came and I had a great year. 
Afterwards, 2014 followed the 
pattern by having above average 
anguish.
   Believe me, I know it can be 
difficult. I lost a loved one. I lost 
things that made me happy. I 
watched my family go through 
difficult times. Life was really 
horrendous and it can be hard to find 
hope in darkness; like when you 
can’t find that dang lightswitch in a 
pitch black room.  
   As a perfectionist, I find it to be 

Don’t Worry, Be Happy

ABBY SLANGA

could be overlooking the city, in 
a large, expensive fur coat, with 
a glass of wine. Single, in my 
30’s, and not having the burden of 
children to look after, but only my 
career and extensive knowledge of 
literature. Or, I can live in a cute 
house on the coast, wearing big coats 
and doing research on the organisms 
and patterns of the tides. Or, I can 
be a total suburban soccer mom, 
looking after adorable children, with 
a loving husband. What should I 
choose?  
   All of these things are appealing 
to me in different ways, and there 
are at least a thousand more I can 
think of. I hope I don’t end up being 
too indecisive to pick a fig, and they 
all shrivel up, alongside myself. 
Maybe I’ll do something completely 
unexpected, or different. Maybe, 
I’ll find a way to create the perfect, 
balanced life. I’ll see where life takes 
me, and what new, weird decisions 
I suddenly make as it goes on. My 
ultimate goal, however; is that I 
don’t want to end up insignificant. 
All I desire is to make some kind of 
impact, no matter the severity. 

   When I was a little girl, gender was 
simple. Boys liked sports, the color 
blue, violence, and dirt. Girls liked 
pink, sparkly things, fluffy animals, 
and baby dolls. Girls had long hair, 
boys had short hair. Someone’s sex 
had nothing to do with their genitalia 
and everything to do with their 
personality traits.

   Obviously that’s completely 
bonkers. All of the boys I’ve ever 
been infatuated with have had 
impeccable taste in clothing and 
probably spent more time getting 
ready in the morning than I did. 
I have short purple hair, rarely 
shave my armpits, and often wear 
oversized men’s cardigans, but that 
certainly doesn’t make me a dude. 
   Being a girl with short hair 
makes other people think you’re in 
some weird state of gender limbo. 
Especially when I’m wearing 
glasses, I’ll get called “sir” by 
waiters or strangers. Now let me 
say right now that as an 18 year old 
young lady, being mistaken for a 
scrawny, 14 year old, poster child 
for Hot Topic, is basically the nut 
shot of insults. I know I have a 
strong jawline and punk rock hair, 
and I know it’s becoming more of a 
social norm for boys to wear makeup 
if they would like to- which is 
awesome- but I’m definitely a girl. 
   I don’t know much about gender 

the most difficult thing in the world 
when things are not in my control. 
Print is dying, people are hurting, 
and Crocs are still a thing. Why 
can I not snap my fingers and make 
everything better for everyone?
   I may not have awesome healing 
powers or anything, but what I can 
do is be there for others. I can listen 
to them when they need to vent and 
offer advice when they want it. In 
fact, these people are the ones who 
made 2014 a more tolerable year. 
Even something simple as helping 
up someone who fell can instantly 
make their day better. Simply, it is 
all about loving thy neighbor.
   Rejoice, reader! The dastardly 
year of 2014 is over. Write it on a 
piece of paper and send it through 
the shredder. Laugh maniacally. 
Hug your loved ones. Lift your 
beautiful head up even when you 
feel like slouching to the floor. 
Lastly, remember to always follow 
the advice of the wise man Bobby 
McFerrin: “Don’t worry, be happy.”

binary vs. the gender spectrum. 
I have a little sister who is never 
not on Tumblr, so I’ve heard 
those phrases before. I’ve known 
people who are physically female 
and identify as male. If I’m being 
honest, the whole thing is incredibly 
confusing to me; but my favorite 
motto is “Don’t be a jerk.” As long 
as you follow that rule as closely 
as you can in life, you’ll be okay. 
People are humans first. It shouldn’t 
matter what kind of baby making 
parts you have. You, as a human, 
deserve to be happy and be called 
whatever pronoun you so choose. On 
the flip side of that, it’s so easy to 
accidentally ruin somebody’s whole 
day by calling them something 
that they aren’t. If you’d like to 
educate yourself, https://www.
genderspectrum.org/ has some 
incredibly helpful articles. But in the 
mean time, be respectful of everyone 
you meet, even if you’ll only see 
them once in your life for like fifteen 
seconds at a McDonalds.

Pizza Rolls, Not Gender Roles

PHOEBE MAY
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   When I think about my senior 
year, I also have to think about 
the future I want to have after I 
graduate. Whether I want to go to 
college, do the 5th year program 
or even Americorps. Each of these 
options are life altering decisions, 
but do you wanna know what I 
omit from my daydreams about 
my future? Teachers scolding me 
for my language, or even librarians 
confiscating my phone during an 
open period. 
   High school (especially our last 
years) are supposed to prepare us 
for reality outside of the years spent 
building up a routine of scheduled 

school lunches and structured 
classroom settings.
   In the real world, we are not going 
to have a Dean of Students there to 
scold us when an accidental curse 
word slips from our lips. I mean, 
come on, who doesn’t drop the 
occasional F bomb or even a ‘’damn 
it’’ here and there? In my opinion, 
teachers should not have such a big 
influence on the way we conduct 
ourselves in school, especially they 
way we express ourselves through 
speech. As long as we are not 
physically or emotionally harming 
our peers, diction should be up to the 
students.
       If someone wants to curse 
in every other sentence he or she 
speaks and make themselves look 
like uneducated hooligans that 
should be completely up to them. No 
matter how annoying or offensive it 
may be to the rest of us…Everyone 
gets offended by something so we 
might as well add one more thing 
to the list that is only exercising our 
First Amendment right.

Concealed Speech

CHENOA CRAVATT

Exceptionalism

ROC HODGES

   “American exceptionalism” is a 
phrase I’ve really come to dislike 
over the years, and not because of 
what it means, but because of what 
it has come to mean. Author John 
Steinbeck once said that the reason 
socialism never established itself 
within the United States was because 
the American People see themselves 
as “temporarily embarrassed 
millionaires”. Steinbeck’s experience 
in the 1930’s during the depression 
allowed him to see through the black 
veil and into the heart of the United 
States’ true problems. The US’ 
problems didn’t start in the 1930’s, 
though. Since the very first time 
Europeans set foot on the shores 
of the east coast, America has been 
afflicted with problems of economic 
inequality. The biggest problem 
of all, however, is not the income 
inequality; it’s the perception among 
Americans that they’re simply 
down on their luck, and someday 
they will find themselves wealthy. 
This perception is what allows the 
problem to persist.
   In Portland, Oregon there is a 
homeless problem: this problem 
is the sort of thing you can try to 
imagine, although no amount of 
words can really describe what is 
going on in Portland; it’s something 
that can only be experienced in 
person. Recently, over the holidays, 
I was able to see firsthand the 
problems many people face in 
Portland. Many people walk the 
streets with close to nothing, 
forced to sleep out in the cold. 
What’s worse is many homeless in 
Portland are disabled, whether it 
be physically or mentally. Seeing 
this sort of poverty made me think. 
This problem is obviously nothing 
new, so why am I choosing to write 
about it? The answer lies in our 
current “solution” to the problems 

of poverty and homelessness in our 
society: charity. 
   I know, I know. Claiming that 
charity is a problem seems kind of 
absurd. After all, charity is supposed 
to be a good thing that helps the 
poor and improves our society, 
right? Well, for the most part, no. 
The traditional school of thought 
in America is that if we work hard 
enough, we can climb out of poverty 
and maybe even get rich along the 
way, and charity is simply a way of 
helping people do this. In reality, 
the fact that people can become so 
destitute in the first place means that 
there are serious issues rooted deeply 
within the fabric of our society. What 
charity really does is reinforce the 
perception that if we pour enough 
money into something we can fix 
it. It doesn’t seek to actually fix 
what allows these sort of problems 
to happen in the first place. This is 
the biggest problem with the United 
States; there is a perception that 
through hard work, anybody can 
achieve anything. This notion is both 
absurd and idealistic in the most 
backwards sort of way. There are 
better ways of fixing our society.
   The road to fixing the problems of 
economic inequality in the United 
States will be long and difficult, 
although in order to first take this 
path we must accept several things. 
We must accept the fact that if we 
want to live in a society where every 
person has the possibility to live 
the most successful life possible, 
serious reform needs to take place. 
Healthcare needs to be socialized, 
like in every other developed nation 
in the world. Higher education 
needs to be made accessible to 
everyone, and K-12 education 
needs to be seriously improved. 
The stigma against unions needs to 
be discarded once and for all. The 
federal minimum wage needs to 
be raised. This is just a few of the 
huge amount of reforms that are 
needed. Ultimately, a society where 
the potential to find one’s self in 
poverty is greatly minimized is what 
is needed. 
   I am a patriot, although not 
because I love the current state of 
our country, but because I love the 
idea of what we could be. American 
exceptionalism is dead, although 
someday I believe it could be 
revived. So let’s all be exceptional, 
to ourselves and one another.
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    The saying that knowledge is 
power has perhaps never been more 
applicable than in the data-based 
economy of today. What this has 
led to, of course, is the censorship 
of people who those who already 
have power fear. This is true in any 
society, including ours. The question 
that comes with this is much more 
complex than it seems. When is 
censorship justified?
    Now, any journalism institution 
worth its salt would readily deny 
that the government has any right 
to censor anything for any reason at 
any time. The problem is that this is 
just as extreme as the North Korean 
government, and with arguably 
more disastrous consequences. 
For example, if the United States 
were completely uncensored, in 
that all information was either 
considered public or personal, the 
word “classified” would no longer 
exist. And since we are well into 
the world’s digital age, all of this 
information wouldn’t just be privy 
to Americans. We would be sharing 
everything, every last byte of data, 
with everyone everywhere.
    Still sound perfect? Before going 
into a euphoric, wistful dream about 
a world free of secrets, realize that in 
your utopian America, the blueprints 
to the B-2 Spirit bomber are online. 
For free. Now, your average Joe off 
the street won’t be able to do that, 
but in the internet age, every country 
on the planet would know of every 
blind spot in every missile defense 
system, every missile silo in every 
state, and every weakness in the 
armor of every tank. Our military 
would be a multi-trillion dollar piece 
of exploitable garbage. Furthermore, 
anybody with the proper funding can 
now make these same weapons, right 
down to which button fires what.
    Certainly an amount of censorship 
and secrecy is necessary then, if only 
to save our own skins in the long 
haul. But how much is too much? 
Vital infrastructure should obviously 
be protected through generous 
applications of black ink to already 
classified documents, and that’s all 
well and good. However, what about 

the means to destroy them with brute 
force?
    A popular hackers tool of today 
is the program dubbed “Jack the 
Ripper.” Now Jack isn’t very tricky, 
he’s a one-stop-shop kind of person. 
The issue is that his one good trick 
is actually a series of tricks. Scratch 
that, it’s a series of variants of the 
same trick, repeated millions of 
times per second. You see, Jack 
likes its user. And most users like 
money. So what Jack does is hop 
on to YeOldeBank.com, and enter a 
series of random characters for the 
username, then a series of random 
characters for the password. And he 
does this, over and over, until hey! 
It finds the user an account, and 
everything in it is now theirs. Surely 
this is an evil tool of destruction, 
and any website that allows you 
to acquire it should be shut down. 
Right?
    Here’s the thing: Jack was never 
meant to do harm. It was advertised 
as a test for the security of your 
account, because it wasn’t the first 
program of its kind. However, it was 
made to be the best. Noble cause, 
but along comes humanity, and we 
screwed it all up.
    While Jack the Ripper’s purpose 
is soiled, there are other, more 
balance examples of the grey area 
of knowledge. The Low Orbit Ion 
Cannon (LOIC, and no, it’s not a 
satellite in space) was intended to 
test how many users a website’s 
servers could take before crashing. 

But along comes hacker Anonymous, 
or shall we say, 15 hackers 
Anonymous, launching LOIC.exe 
and each flooding a website with 
hundreds of proxy users. Suddenly, 
Tumblr, Reddit and Instagram are 
down. Oops. Taking the point closer 
to home, I’m sure many of you are 
familiar with pSiphon. pSiphon 
was designed to create a Virtual 
Private Network (VPN) and bypass 
government firewalls in highly 
censored countries like China. While 
the filter is absolutely ridiculous 
here at South Albany, using pSiphon 
is technically against the rules. Yet 
people do it every day.
    The truth is, people will do what 
they want with what you give them. 
Even things like the infamous recipe 
book, which is basically a weapon of 
mass destruction on paperback (And 
now .pdf files!) may seem like they 
have no good use. Yet in cities like 
Detroit, having an IED in your house 
might keep you alive if the local 
thugs decide to come knocking and/
or shooting (probably just shooting). 
There are books and online texts 
that teach you, in simple wording, 
how to make said IED. Granted, 
it also teaches you to create street 
drugs and other wonderful things 
like Napalm, and also granted that 
the aforementioned life-saving IED 
is well over the federal regulation 
for firework blast yield, but the thing 
to take away here is that knowledge 
isn’t the problem. Knowledge is not 
power is not good or evil. It simply 
is. We can’t censor anything that 
appears dangerous, because let’s face 
it, we’d censor literally everything 
(like our current filter! Oh...).
    Ultimately, the way to stop these 
things from wreaking havoc is not 
to make sure nobody gets ahold of 
them. Use requires intent. Intent 
requires motive. If we create a 
society where there is no motive to 
bomb a building, bypass a firewall 
or steal from bank accounts, then 
it won’t happen. We cannot master 
knowledge. It is a separate entity, 
beyond our control. You can’t kill 
an idea. But you can kill the idea’s 
sanity. 

COMMENTARY BY 
QUIN HARP

Dangerous Knowledge

What’s In Your Ear?

“I like Rock and Metal. 
Songs like Smells Like 
Teen Spirit by Nirvana.”
-Orion Treglown, 11

“I listen to Country most-
ly...  I really like the song 
Dirt by Florida Georgia 
Line.”
-Sierra Weis, 12

“Country and Classic 
Rock. Carry Underwood 
is really good and the art-
ist Journey.” 
-Andrea Nelson, 12

“Country Music... Eric 
Church, Brantley Gilbert, 
Luke Bryan...  I also listen 
to Classic Rock.
-Keegan Liles, 11

“Metal is where it’s at for 
me. Lamb of God, and the 
song Walk by Pantera.”
-Jimmy Ohling, 10

“I love Pop and Indie. 
The song Ironic by Alanis 
Morissette is a good Indie 
song. Also Borderline by 
Tove Styrke.”
-Sabrina Ramos, 12

“Rap and R&B. I like It 
Was A Good Day by Ice 
Cube. Jamie Foxx has 
a... song called Wish You 
Were Here.”
-Jose Gomez, 10

“Promises by Wiz Khalifa. 
I like mostly Rap music.”
-Katie Cox, 11

  Valentine’s Day: a day for lovers 
and partners and the occasional 
lonely friends joking with being 
each other’s’ valentine. No matter 
whom you are, you know you get 
all excited and hopeful that you will 
obtain a sweetheart. So, if you do 
have a sweetie then what do you get 
him/her? What will bring that darling 
smile and twinkle to their precious 
face? 
  First off, stick with the classics: 
a box of chocolates, teddy bears 
saying “I love you,” roses and 
jewelry, are timeless gifts. But what 
else is there, what if you do not have 
a lot of money to spend? Anything 
heartfelt works. If you do make 
something, your sweetheart will love 
it no matter what it is. 
  For boys you have to get down to 

what they like. Buy them the newest 
issue of their favorite comic book, 
a new Magic: The Gathering card, 
a stuffed dragon with a bow around 
it, or just make him a cute piece of 
paper with a drawing or a sweet note 
on it.
  As for your women, they like just 
about anything. They love pink, 
red, and purple. They love flowers, 
candies, and stuffed animals. Girls 
will be happy with anything even 
if it is a dollar heart shaped balloon 
with a Hershey chocolate bar, 
she will love it because it is from 
someone she cares about.
  A big misconception about 
Valentine’s day is that you need to 
spend a bunch of money and this is 
not true at all. Gifts are just the nice 
gentle reminder that people care for 
one another and want to give them a 
little appreciation party for all they 
have been through together. 

SYDNEY STEWART

Valentine’s Day 
Gift Advice 



   With the constant pressure of being 
in the spotlight and having all eyes 
on them, there is no question as to 
why celebrities have snapped and 
gone off the deep end over the years.
   One of the most famous celebrities 
to have meltdowns is Lindsay 
Lohan. According to The Huffington 
Post, Lohan has a long list a 
different charges “from DUI and 
misdemeanor possession to grand 
theft,” as well as many failed drug 
tests, violating probation, and MIA 
community service duty.
   Disapproval does not always come 
from the media but from everyday 
teens as well. Felicia Christensen, 
senior, says that she does not like 
that fact that Lohan is a frequent 
drug user and that Lohan “dresses 
inappropriately.” 
   “My niece who is 3 thinks of 
[Lohan] as a role model,” says 
Christensen, “I think she’s psycho.”    
   Another big name celeb who 
quickly spiralled out of control is 
Amanda Bynes. The starlet started 
her career in 1996 when she got a 

part on the famous ‘90s Nick show, 
‘All That’ and has appeared in many 
movies and T.V. shows since, until 
she decided to retire in 2010 at the 
age of 24. Since her retirement she 
was “arrested for drunk driving and 
an alleged hit-and-run,” and cited 
multiple times for driving on a 
suspended license. In September of 
2012 alone, Lohan was reported to 
have locked herself in the dressing 
room of the West Hollywood 
boutique Kin for two hours, got 
kicked out of Equinox in West 
Hollywood, and was photographed 
smoking an unknown substance in 
her car, according to The Hollywood 
Reporter. 
   Bynes’ tweets do not fall short in 
insults and craziness either, one even 
dissing the President and First Lady: 
“If I’m not following you, I hate 
you;” “Barack Obama and Michelle 
Obama are ugly;” and even went 
as far as saying “If you don’t like 
someone regardless of who they are 
you have every right to be rude to 
them,” quickly followed by “I’m so 
rude.”
   Justin Bieber, Hollywood’s newest 

bad boy, has proven that he is not 
immune to this quickly spreading 
celebrity trend. His new found 
arrogance has caused him to lash out 
on paparazzi, publicly pee in a mop 
bucket, be caught on video cursing 
off former president Bill Clinton, 
and he even went as far as spitting 
on his fans that were waiting outside 
of his hotel. This is just the tip of 
the iceberg. According to TIME 
Entertainment Bieber allegedly 
assaulted a limo driver and got 
arrested in Miami, Florida for a DUI, 
resisting arrest and driving with an 
expired license. He was also caught 
drag racing, underage drinking, 
admitted to using drugs, and caused 
$20,000 worth of damage to his 
neighbors house by egging it. 
   However, for senior Sierra Weis, 
Bieber’s behavior has never been a 
problem and she has continued to 
support him for the past seven years. 
“I like Justin Bieber because of his 
personality and how kind and caring 
he is with his fans,” stated Weis, 
“Not every celebrity would buy 
pizza for hundreds of people that are 
waiting outside to see them.”
   So what is the deal with all of 
these celebrity meltdowns and 
why is it becoming such a popular 
trend? Maybe it is the amount of 
pressure that is put on them to be 
the “perfect” role model and have an 
unattainable, squeaky clean image 
that they have worked so hard for. 
Or maybe it is the fact that most of 
the celebrities that have meltdowns 
started out in the industry when they 
were very young and have had to 
grow up too quickly, so now they are 
trying to experience everything that 
they would have missed if they did 
not grow up in the spotlight. 

BREANNA BECK

Celebrity Break Downs
    Imagine a movie produced in a 
rival country of the United States, 
about assassinating President Barack 
Obama, portrayed by a bumbling 
curmudgeon, who has no business 
being the head of anything, much 
less a country. The United States 
would be outraged, with citizens 
looking to terminate the culprit. 
   Over the holidays, a scandalous 
Seth Rogen film pitted the United 
States against rival North Korea. 
The film was released online, and 
in independently operated theaters 
after anonymous threats of cyber 
hacking Sony Pictures. Big theaters 
like Regal Cinemas and AMC gave 
the movie the cold shoulder after 
specific threats on theater releases. 
The FBI formally identified the 
threats to be from North Korea 
in December. Shortly after the 
threats, the internet of North Korea 
took widespread outages from an 
anonymous source. 
   The landmark distribution of the 
movie landed more than $32 million 
in online sales. In specific theater 
releases the movie pulled $5 million. 
Experts projected the film to produce 
$20 million if releases operated 
as normal, and threats were never 
mentioned. 
   The controversial comedy proved 
that video streaming services 
are the way of the future, along 
with the help of patriotic citizens 
believing in the protection of the first 
amendment. 
   The first amendment gives 
everyone, including Sony Pictures 
Entertainment, the right to say 
anything (non-seditious)  in a movie. 
But teasing a war-bound nuclear 
state with that artistic power doesn’t 
honor the freedom of expression. 
   Personally, the threats seemed real. 

Weak Comedy
IAN WALKER The internet is buzzing with the idea 

that the threats, and hacks were a 
publicity stunt to promote the movie, 
but the threats of bombing theaters 
crosses the metaphoric line.  
   It’s not like Sony pulled in much 
excess cash for all the trouble, and 
it’s not like the massive movie 
producers looked like heroes. Sony 
took a nationwide shaming until they 
agreed to a limited release. 
   Sony could have released the 
movie normally, and if North Korea 
so much as touched one measly 
cinema, the United States military 
would destroy them. 
   Overall the movie pathetically 
poked fun at North Korea’s leader 
Kim Jong-un, and the pitiful 
economy and war history of the 
country. The movie starred James 
Franco as David Skylark, the host of 
a popular tabloid-TV show “Skylark 
Tonight.” 
   The show reported on pop culture 
and celebrity related events, until 
it wanted to get serious. In a 
jam-packed montage the show’s 
producer, played by Seth Rogen, got 
an interview with the North Korean 
leader, and followed through with 
FBI-led plans to assassinate him. 
   Soon the North Korea leader 
befriended the host of the show. 
Skylark, the confident, yet hasty 
host ate it up, until the “supreme 
leader” screamed at his bodyguards 
throughout dinner.
   The formerly North Korean 
interview, changed to Skylark’s 
ideas. Soon North Korea’s powerful 
“god” cried on worldwide television. 
After trying to escape in a tank the 
ill-minded host was forced to spray 
down a helicopter with the leader 
and his main men. 
   Throughout the movie, weak 
comedy, along with potty humor lead 
to the death of the supreme leader. 
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   Throughout the years, the media 
has used models and celebrities as 
their “puppets” to control the way 
their audience thinks. From Photo-
shop, to just plain calling someone 
fat, the media has always had a 
negative impact on the way that 
young adults see themselves. How-
ever, what if it could have a positive 
effect on the minds of today’s youth?
   If you were old enough, you might 
remember the famous Dove short 
film ‘Evolution’ that was first in-
troduced in 2006. In the film, Dove 
boldly goes where no other beauty 
company has gone before; they show 
what really goes into the photos 
that people see all over the world: 
Photoshop. They Photoshopped the 
model so much that she did not even 
look like herself. Not only are they 
proving that what you see may not 
always be the truth, but they also 

organized the ‘Campaign for Real 
Beauty’ in which they use aver-
age size, everyday women as their 
models for their campaign to show 
that everybody is beautiful and that 
people come in all shapes to sizes. 
   Nordstrom’s July catalog has 
completely changed the way people 
are beginning to look at the “aver-
age” person. According to Latin 
Times, the campaign features shoe 
model Alex Minsky who lost his 
leg fighting in Afghanistan, Emilia 
Taguchi a 7 year old born with down 
syndrome, Shaholly Ayers who was 
born without the lower half of her 
right arm, and Jillian Mercado a 

Beautiful Equality
Dove Evolution Commercial
 https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=hibyAJOSW8U

Dove ‘Campaign for Real Beauty’
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=litXW91UauE 

26 year old who is in a wheelchair. 
With this campaign, Nordstrom has 
opened the eyes of many across the 
world and has shown people who 
have missing limbs, was born with 
a disability, or who are stuck in a 
wheelchair for the rest of their lives 
that they are important and that they 
too are just as beautiful as any model 
out there. 
   This is a type of marketing that is 
targeted not only towards the aver-
age, everyday woman, but to men as 
well. By showing a wide variety of 
models, consumers feel more com-
fortable walking into a store if they 
see pictures of people that look like 
they do. Whether it is the model be-
ing more of an average size, having 
a missing limb, or being born with 
a disability, they are more willing 
to buy the products and support the 
company/industry more. 

   When a caretaker of a child finds 
that they need to distract a child 
while they work on other things, 
how are they supposed to ensure that 
the child will be safe and entertained 
without them? It is hard to find an 
activity that will keep the child busy 
and develop their motor skills and 
brain. In this day and age of technol-
ogy, many parents turn to devices 
like handheld, television, and video 
games in order to entertain their 
child. But how much technology is 
too much?
   In the minds of some parents, 
babysitting equals plopping the child 
in front of a screen and going about 
their normal business. Not only can 
it be negative on the development 
of their brain, but it can also be the 
cause of poor conversation skills 
and/or the feeling of isolation.
   So how does one keep their child 
entertained? According to Tech Ad-
diction, one solution is to play with 
the child with an activity that helps 
their brain. This can include a game 
of make-believe or a physical activ-
ity such as a sport or taking a walk. 
   Some tablets like the Nabi Dream-
tab HD8 and the Kurio Tab include 
a feature to alert the child when they 
have used up all of their allotted 
playtime. What if the device is not 
password-protected and the child 
continues playing unbeknownst to 
their parents? Why does the parent 
not tell the child that it is time to 
stop playing to ensure that they find 

a new way to entertain themselves? 
Besides, doing so could help rein-
force self-discipline for the child.
   “In our house, because my wife 
and I are both English majors, we 
encourage her to read books. Also, 
my wife is into crafting stuff, so 
sometimes they do it together,” said 
Ben Sell about his daughter. He 
believes there is such a thing as too 
much technology, so he makes sure 
that his child is exposed to interac-
tive activities (that can also build her 
social skills) instead of having her 
play with technology all the time. 
His advice to parents and guardians 
is to “connect something of their 
interests to something that isn’t tech-
nological. Reading together is cool 
because she [his daughter] thinks it’s 
the coolest thing,” he expressed.
   However, technology is not all 
bad. In fact, playing video games 
can help inspire a passion in another 
activity like archery or horseback 
riding. It can help spark imagination 
and encourage children to think out-
side of the box. Certain games even 
include puzzles that can stimulate 
the brain (unless the gamer uses a 
walkthrough).
   There are many pros and cons to 
the great debate of technology. It is 
stimulating, but it can also harm the 
very thing that just grew. The key to 
a healthy lifestyle (like most things) 
is moderation. It is vital to making 
sure that something is correctly bal-
anced in order for it to be the best it 
can be.

Computersitting
ABBY SLANGA

BREANNA BECK

•About 36 million people have at least one 
disability–12% of those people are American 
citizens.
•Ten percent of people between the age of 18 
and 64 are disabled.

•Twenty-one percent of population aged 16 
and older are below the poverty level.
Courtesy of Disabled-World.com (http://www.disabled-world.com/disability/
statistics/census-figures.php)



   Once again bowl season has graced 
me with my undeniable talent to 
ignore the holidays. The typical 
phrase “But there’s a bowl on,” is 
more useful than “Merry Christmas.” 
With the addition of the College 
Football Playoff, I felt this season 
would change the game forever. 
   I remember sitting on my couch a 
week before the Rose Bowl. I was 
giddy, even squeamish, praying 
I could finally watch a game that 
matters. Then it hit me. All the other 
bowls became glorified expositions. 
I didn’t think in a bad way until 
now, sitting on my couch (my most 
common activity) with a hole in my 
stomach after watching every bowl.
   At this point tickets for the Rose 
Bowl were on the secondary market 
for face value. Previously, a game 
like this would sell out instantly, 
being regarded as one of the top 

Can I Smell the Roses?

COMMENTARY BY
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games. 
   But this year was different. The 
Rose Bowl wasn’t season ending 
vacation destinations for the Ducks 
AND the Seminoles. One team 
would have another game. 
   The Sugar Bowl (the other 
semifinal game) on the other hand 
was sold out. It’s worth mentioning 
even though a sellout was easily 
predictable. First of all, New Orleans 
is a casual stroll down the road from 
Alabama. Also Ohio State fans most 
likely prefer jazz and Bourbon Street 
as opposed to the frigid temperatures 
at home. 
   This was a concept the Rose Bowl 
used for a long time. It included a 
West Coast team facing off against 
a team in the Midwest. Pasadena 
is driveable from Pac-12 schools, 
and Midwest opponents enjoy an 
opportunity to fly away from home. 
   A few examples of perfect Rose 
Bowl conditions were Stanford vs. 
Wisconsin, Oregon vs. Wisconsin, 

Oregon vs. Ohio State, USC vs. 
Penn State, USC vs. Illinois. The list 
goes on and on. That was only an 
eight year step into the past. Out of 
101, including the Oregon victory on 
the 1st. 
   Florida State struggles to fit into 
either category of ticket-purchasing 
fans.Tallahassee and Pasadena 
contain a 2,225 mile gap between 
each other, and it is currently 68 
degrees in Tallahassee. Not much 
of a reason to escape for Seminole 
supporters. 
   The Rose Bowl was not the only 
game that struggling to bring in 
cash. A day before the Orange 
Bowl, between Georgia Tech and 
Mississippi State, tickets were listed 
on Stubhub for $3.26. A previously 
marquee game, between two 
marquee programs. In Miami three 
friends could go see the 10th ranked 
Georgia Tech Yellow Jackets face off 
against the 8th ranked Mississippi 
State Bulldogs, for two dollars less 
than one ticket to the movies. 
   Now the final game of the CFP, 
between Ohio State and Oregon 
can still provide tickets. One day 
beforehand. One day before a 
champion is declared.
   It’s easily possible that the CFP 
ruined football in division one 
forever, but it’s all worth it for a 
champion to be declared in a fair 
fashion. Personally the roses still 
have a scent, but maybe they were 
purchased from a cheap florist, and 
not many people want a wiff. 

   This is the second time the 
University of Oregon has gone to 
the national championship. The first 
game was in 2010 against Auburn, 
with a score of 22 to 19 which they 
lost. The Ducks hoped to win the 
championship this time, but came up 
empty handed in the end with a score 
of 42 to 20. Ohio State University 
has won the national championship 
eight times, and won their ninth time 
on January 12, 2015. The Oregon 
Ducks coach Mark Helfrich led the 
team with their first ever Heisman 
trophy winner quarterback Marcus 
Mariota.
   At the start of the game the Ducks 
had six offensive linemen out of 

the game due to injuries and other 
activities. Then during the game 
many Oregon players were taken 
off of the field due to injuries. The 
Buckeyes were missing the first 
and second string quarterback, 
Braxton Miller and J.T. Barrett 
which forced Ohio to use their 
third string quarterback Cardale 
Jones sophomore, who has been 
dominating their last two games 
before the championship. Ezekiel 
Elliott, running back on Ohio States 
football team had 696 rushing yards 
and four touchdowns.
   In the beginning of the game, the 
Ducks started fast with a touchdown 
on their first drive of the game 
making it 7-0. Ohio State had four 
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Ducks struggle
in National 

Championship

SportS page 6January 2015

turnovers, and yet the Ducks only 
scored on one of those turnovers. 
Oregon had one major problem: the 
Ducks are not as tall and strong as 
Ohio State which is why they lost 
the game. Speed and misdirection 
are good for the Ducks.
   Jones has only played three games 
for Ohio State and is eligible for 
going pro, but he chose to stay in 
college for another year to battle 
for a starting position next season. 
Marcus Mariota, however, has been 
contemplating whether or not to go 
pro or to stay with the ducks for one 
more season: but on January 14, 
2015, Mariota announced that he is 
going pro and will be leaving the 
Ducks. 

   Corvallis pulled away from South 
Albany in a tight game, late in the 
fourth quarter to complete a 65-57 
victory. In the fourth the Rebels 
succeeded in one field goal attempt, 
and shot 8-16 from the line. 
   Throughout the game the Rebels 
struggled with turnovers, handing 
the ball back to Corvallis 15 times. 
South Albany collected 9 turnovers 
from the Spartans. 
   “We were not being strong with 

the ball. Just some things we need 
to work on next practice to get over 
the hump in these close games,” 
mentioned South Albany varsity 
girls basketball head coach Theresa 
Guerra. “We had a lack of intensity 
in the last three minutes,” Guerra 
added. 
   Sophomore post Alexandria 
Vallancey-Martinson lead Corvallis 
with 18 points. Martinson provided 
a powerhouse offense underneath for 
the Spartans, and limited the Rebels 

offense. 
   “We were trying on ball pressure, 
but some key threes allowed her 
[Martinson] to score.” Guerra said. 
   South Albany never collected a 
lead in the game until a technical 
foul was called on the Corvallis 
bench with 2:11 in the third. After 
senior guard Sara Henderson drilled 
two free throws for the Rebels, 
momentum switched in the game. 
Henderson provided 21 points for the 
Rebels, yet struggled from the line 

in critical situations in the fourth. 
Henderson shot 5-10 on freebies in 
the fourth, and 10-16 overall. 
   Corvallis scored a bundle of points 
on offensive rebounds. Throughout 
the game the Rebels struggled to box 
out, and collect defensive boards. 
   “They were attacking. We’ve been 
working on boxing out all season 
long,” Guerra said.
   The Rebels have dropped five 
straight, losing by less than ten in 
each appearance. 

   “The last few games have been lost 
within ten points. We are looking 
to get over that hump, and are just 
happy these girls are competing.” 
Guerra added. 
   South Albany (7-10, 1-6 Mid-
Willamette Conference) plays on 
the road against Central (10-6, 5-2 
Mid-Willamette Conference) on 
Friday with only two home games 
remaining for the remaining portion 
of the season (2/11 vs. Woodburn, 
2/18 vs. Silverton)

Girls Basketball: Rebels Drop Game Late
IAN WALKER

   The addition of the College 
Football Playoff has left former 
marquee bowl games struggling. 
Games that previously raked in 
cash have tickets priced for a hand-
ful of change. 
   Lowest ticket prices for remain-
ing bowl games (Stubhub.com):

   $3.26 Orange Bowl

   $13.95 Citrus Bowl 

   $11.25 Alamo Bowl

   $16.95 Cactus Bowl
   

Top Performers of Oregon vs. Ohio National Champion-
ship
Passing: M. Mariota (ORE) - 333 YDS, 2 TD, 1 INT
Rushing: E. Elliott (OSU) - 36 CAR, 246 YDS, 4 TD
Receiving: B. Marshall (ORE) - 8 REC, 169 YDS, 1 TD
(http://tinyurl.com/lx3zekq)

Marcus Mariota
Position:
Quarterback
Height:
6’4”
Weight:
219
Year:
Redshirt Junior
City/State:
Honolulu, Hawaii
High School:
St. Louis HS
Experience:
2 Letters
(http://tinyurl.com/kdwjume)



BALANCE
Death with dignity is noble.
Failure in the right is just.

Living humbly is wise.
Death for dignity is foolish.

Success in the wrong is cruel
Living fearfully is cowardice

You cannot have nobility 
Without first feeling foolishness

You cannot see justice 
Without first witnessing cruelty
And you cannot speak wisdom 

Without first feeling fear
The story must have its highs and lows
Because balance must be maintained

The darkest shadows exist
Because they are cast by the greatest light

A Poem by Quin Harp

Aquarius January 20 - February 18

You’ll be attracting honeys like a magnet.

Pisces February 19 - March 20

You gotta fight for your right to party.

Aries March 21- April 19

All this time you were finding yourself, and you didn’t 
know you were lost.

Taurus April 20 - May 20

They can read you like a magazine.

Gemini May 21 - June 20

Get your act together, you could be just fine.

Cancer June 21 - July 22

To the extreme, you rock a mic like a vandal.

Leo July 23 - August 22

You’ll never know if you don’t go, you’ll never shine if 
you don’t glow.

Virgo August 23 - September 22

Let the storm rage on. The cold never bothered you, 
anyway!

Libra September 23 - October 22

You jumped, never asking why.

Scorpio October 23 - November 21

Don’t be afraid to let them show your true colors.

 Sagittarius November 22 - December 21

You could use some friends for a change.

Capricorn December 22 - January 19

Don’t waste your time on them, you’re already the voice 
inside their head.

Horoscopes
by Ethel Trelawney
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“Finals Zen Drawings” by Rachel Kleint

Art by Drew Mayfield
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