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   On September 23rd, 2014, 
hundreds of students in Colorado 
protested the change of curriculum 
in Advanced Placement (AP) His-
tory. This idea was proposed by the 
Jefferson County School Board in 
order to “emphasize patriotism and 
downplay civil unrest in the teaching 
of U.S. history” according to Fox 
News. The students were outraged at 
the thought of teachers being forced 
to omit important events in U.S. 
history.
   Julie Williams of the Jefferson 
County school board is the original 
inventor of this proposal, as stated 
by BusinessWeek.com. “I’m not 
saying, ‘Let’s not teach history ac-
curately,’ ” Williams told Denver’s 
NBC affiliate. “What I’m saying is, 
let’s not encourage our children to 
disobey the law.”
   Civil unrest can be defined as the 
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Keeping Our Rights

   Conspiracy theories, everyone 
knows about them, and some believe 
them. On May 21, 2013, The New 
York Times published an article 
called “Why Rational People Buy 
Into Conspiracy Theories,” in which 
the words “Economic recessions, 
terrorist attacks and natural disas-
ters are massive, looming threats, 
but we have little power over when 
they occur or how or what hap-
pens afterward. In these moments 
of powerlessness and uncertainty, a 
part of the brain called the amygdala 
kicks into action.” On its own, the 
amygdala cannot do much. But when 
it is activated, it sends the rest of the 
brain into an analytical overload. 
This causes the brain to take in all 
of the possible information, and 
forming the collected information 

into a story, which it then chooses to 
believe.
   One of the biggest conspiracy 
theories ever in the United States is 
the faked moon landings. Theorists 
state that one of the main points of 
evidence is that there are no stars 
in the background of most of the 
pictures taken. 
Another piece to evidence is that the 
American flag seems to “flap” in the 
breeze. The reason it “flaps” is that it 
has a wire frame, which caused the 
flag to move when it was planted. 
Others claim that the footage of the 
moon landing was filmed in a studio, 
and that the footage was slowed 
down.
   An even bigger conspiracy theory 
is the Roswell Cover-up. Theo-
rists claim that on July 8, 1947, an 
unidentified flying object crashed in 

some ranchland near Roswell, New 
Mexico, which was then given to the 
the intelligence office of the 509th 
Bomb Group of the 8th Air Force. 
The Air Force then called a press 
release, saying that the ufo was just 
a weather balloon, but this did not sit 
well with the locals. The debate over 
the evidence from both sides is still 
going strong today.
   The debate of conspiracies is 
even happening at this school. Jesse 
Anderson, Senior, proclaims “Most 
of the conspiracies I have heard are 
pretty dumb, but I do believe that 
the cake is a lie.”  Cap Schreiter, 
also a senior and a theorist claims, 
“Everything in modern history has 
been fabricated by the government.” 
No matter what side of the debate 
you are on, it is always important to 
think outside of the box. 
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Lost And Found

Conspiracy Theories

disruption of normal social orders. It 
often occurs when communities pro-
test a certain topic (as the citizens of 
Jefferson County are doing). Notable 
events in American history would 
never have happened if no one spoke 
up to injustice. Recent events  in 
Ferguson, Missouri, the Boston Tea 
Party, and even extremely influential 
people like Martin Luther King Jr. 
and Rosa Parks each protested unjust 
rules. 
   Protests began “when more than 50 
teachers staged a “sick-out” which 
closed two schools,” said TheGuard-
ian.com. Shortly after, students in 
Jefferson County organized a walk-
out of class via social media. They 
then took to the streets in protest 
with specially made signs for the 
occasion.
   South Albany High School’s Bran-
don Johnson, AP History teacher, 
is also opposed to the proposal. “I 

    After 12 years of being miss-
ing, 17 year old Sabrina Allen was 
found outside of Mexico City in a 
town called Papalotla Tlaxcala.  She 
was kidnapped by her mother, Dara 
Llorens, when she was just four 
years old. 
   On Tuesday, September 30, 
Sabrina was found in a small apart-
ment with Llorens that morning. Her 
father, Greg Allen, was relieved to 

find out that his daughter was alright 
and that she was found. 
  According to Daily News, Allen 
mentions that Sabrina was not living 
a normal life with Llorens, but was 
kept in the apartment rather than 
going to school. When Llorens had 
Sabrina during the time, she would 
tell Sabrina that her father was a 
“bad guy, wife beater, and child 
molester.” 
    Sabrina was kidnapped when she 

   This November 4th legions of 
Oregon voters are set to flock to the 
polls and will determine whether or 
not to legalize the use of recreational 
marijuana.
   Measure 91, as it appears 
on the ballot, will allow for 
the consumption, transfer, and 
possession of cannabis in Oregon. 
The measure comes in response to 
increasing demand from Oregonians 
to legalize it.
   The measure is very 
comprehensive compared to other 
states that have legalized cannabis. 
It allows for possession of up to 
eight ounces of marijuana, which is 
much higher than the legal amount in 
Colorado or Washington. Individuals 
can also grow up to four outdoor 
plants.
   The measure was approved to 
appear on the ballot after more than 
100,000 signatures were collected in 
support.
   If the measure passes, it will 
go into effect December 3rd. The 
Oregon Liquor Control Commission 
is required to develop rules for the 
regulation, taxation, and control of 
cannabis by the 1st of January, 2016.
   Many groups have a costly stake 
in the measure’s success or failure. 
Millions of dollars have been 
spent on campaigns for and against 
measure 91.
   Opponents of the measure contend 
that legalizing cannabis will put 
children into unnecessary harm 
and cause more traffic accidents. 
Proponents of the measure claim 
valuable tax revenue could be raised 
and law enforcement could spend 
more time on serious crimes.
   Many prominent Oregonians 
have endorsed the measure, most 
notably former Oregon Supreme 
Court Justice Bill Riggs. Many law 
enforcement officials have endorsed 

the ‘yes’ vote as well. 
   One ad has retired law enforcement 
officer Pete Tutmark endorsing the 
measure. In the ad, Tutmark claims 
“...last year in Oregon there were 
13,000 citations and arrests for 
marijuana. That takes time--time 
better spent solving murders, rape 
cases and finding missing children. 
The system is broken. Measure 91 
regulates marijuana for adults, so 
police have time to fight serious, 
violent and unsolved crimes.”
   The ‘no’ vote has been endorsed 
by groups like The Oregon Pediatric 
Society, The American Academy of 
Child and Adolescent Psychiatry and 
Parents Opposed to Pot. Dr. Drew 
Pinsky, an addiction specialist, said, 
“It would be malpractice to say that 
cannabis isn’t addictive. Anybody 
who’s experienced it, actually been 
addicted to it, knows how profound 
that addiction is....”

   If the measure is passed, it is 
projected to bring in millions 
of dollars in tax revenue, which 
will primarily go towards school 
funds. In other states the projected 
revenue has been less than expected, 
although still very high. According 
to ECONorthwest, the measure 
would generate 38.5 million dollars 
within the first year.

   Researchers Liccardo Pacula 
and Sevigny predicted the use 
of marijuana among the general 
populace would increase, although 
harm from the drug would not. It 
also predicted the overall social 
benefit from legalizing it (generated 
tax revenue and more time for law 
enforcement) would be noticeable.

   Votes for the measure will be 
tabulated once the polls close on 
November 4th. If the measure 
passes, the question of legality on 
the federal level will be raised. 
If it is not passed nothing will be 
changed.

think that any attempt to politicize 
the AP curriculum takes away the 
focus on what education should be 
about,” he expressed. The thought 
of teachers having to follow the new 
curriculum at SAHS (or any school 
for that matter) and students not 
learning about those who have taken 
a stand against unjust laws is very 
frightening.
   According to the New York Times, 
the proposal has been rejected as of 
October 3rd, which is good news for 
the students of Colorado. Since the 
school board reached the compro-
mise to “reorganize its curriculum-
review committee to include stu-
dents, teachers and board-appointed 
community members,” students 
will now be able to benefit from the 
knowledge of the past. Learning 
from mistakes and taking a stand 
against injustice is truly patriotism at 
its finest. 

Measure 91
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was visiting her mother for a week-
end in 2002. A few months after 
being kidnapped, one of Llorens’ 
friends, reported to the FBI that 
he took Sabrina and Llorens to an 
international bridge in Laredo, Texas 
and he thought they were going to 
Mexico. 
   Greg hired an investigator and also 
went on a one month trip to hand out 
flyers for the search of his daughter.
  Llorens is currently in jail and 
has been charged for aggravated 
kidnapping and also being held on 
a $300,000 bond. Daily News men-
tioned that investigators were not 
able to tell them any of information 
about how long Llorens and Sabrina 
were in Mexico.
   Sabrina’s appearance gives hope 
to families of missing children. 
For example, a child named Kyron 
Horman, a 7 year old, went missing 
June of 2010. He would  be 11 years 
old and he is still missing today. 
According to oregonlive.com, he 
was dropped off by his stepmother, 
Terri Horman, at Portland’s Skyline 
School, in Portland, Oregon to go to 
his science fair and later he did not 
come home from school. 

49%
of kidnappings in the U.S. 

is by family members.

46%
of family kidnappings are 

done by female 
perpertrators.

Every 40 
Seconds

a child is reported missing 
or abducted in the U.S.

Source: parents.com

A photo of Sabrina Allen released by her family. Photo Source: latino.
foxnews.com
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   Halloween, Samhain, All Hallow’s 
Eve, or whatever people choose to 
call it has been around for thousands 
of years. Celebrated all over the 
world, it was originally called 
Samhain by the Celts.  According 
to Joellessacredgrove.com, the 
Celtic culture goes back over 2,700 
hundred years, and comes from 
central and northwestern Europe. 
They recognized it as the New Year, 
and used it to celebrate the year’s 
harvest and to honor the dead. They 
believed that on Samhain, the spirits 
roamed the earth. The Celts built 
bonfires and made offerings to please 
angry spirits.
   Halloween today, is a holiday 
of candy corn, pumpkins, trick or 
treating, and scary movies. Dressing 
up and decorating houses are not 
seen as unusual ways to celebrate 
this spooky holiday. 
  Rachel Morgan, sophomore, said 
“I dress up for Halloween every 
year. This year I’m dressing up as a 
Playboy pirate.” 
   Scary movies are a common 
activity for Halloween enthusiasts.  
Morgan said “I love watching 
Human Centipede. It’s my favorite 
scary movie.” She enjoys staying up 
late to go trick or treating, sometimes 
as late as one a.m. Morgan’s favorite 
candy to receive is candy corn. 
Some people choose to celebrate 
Halloween with friends and family. 
   Ashton Miller, sophomore, 
says that to celebrate Halloween 
they make a “full body” cake. He 
described it as a cake that resembles 
a person in size and features. The 
cake has a chocolate icing and a 
cherry filling. He decorated his 
locker with decorations last year, but 
does not plan to do it again this year. 
   Miller recognizes Halloween in 

some unusual ways. He participates 
in a game called “Dead Man Dive” 
in which you go to a nearby river, tie 
a rope around your wrist and tie it to 
a rock, and then throw the rock over 
the bridge. He stated, “It’s pretty fun, 
but if you don’t do it correctly you 
might drown.” 
   At the party Miller is planning, 
he anticipates playing “five finger 
fillet,” a game in which a person 
stabs the area between the fingers 
when a hand is spread on a table. 
When asked if he plans to do 
anything else similar to “Dead Man 
Dive” and “Five Finger Fillet”, 
he said that he has games planned 
that are “Hopefully nothing too 
dangerous.”  Miller plans to dress 
up as the Mad Hatter from Alice in 
Wonderland. 
   For superstitious people, 
Halloween can be a nightmare. 
Some say that if a person kills 
a black cat on Halloween, they 
will have seven years of bad luck. 
Others think that if they are born 
on Halloween, they are able to see 
and communicate with ghosts. The 
belief in spirits is not unique to the 
Druids. Many people believe that on 
Halloween, anyone who chooses to 
can communicate with the dead. The 
use of Ouija Boards, pendulums, and 
tarot cards are common methods of 
communication amongst believers 
of the paranormal. Some choose to 
partake in rituals called “séances,” 
where “mediums” attempt to contact 
the dead through psychic means. 
   Whether one believes in the 
paranormal or not, Halloween can be 
a holiday worth celebrating. Carving 
pumpkins, watching scary movies, 
throwing parties and trick or treating 
are some of the many activities that 
Americans participate in on October 
31st. 

MADISON TRENARY

     With the recent drop in the 
temperature it is easy to see that fall 
is quickly approaching and along 
with it all the trends that seem to 
have been around for many years.
   
Fashion
   Clothing is probably one of the 
biggest changes. Shorts turn into 
jeans and leggings, and tank tops get 
traded in for long-sleeved sweaters 
and cardigans. The bright neons that 
instantly remind shoppers of summer 
begin to fade into darker, warmer 
colors. 
   Fall is best known for the changes 
in the color of the leaves and many 
of those same colors are transferred 
into our clothing as well. Deep reds 
and browns along with orange and 
a shade of yellow that can only be 
described as the color of mustard, 
can be seen walking down the 
runways in New York, London, 
and Paris, and on the city streets, 

BREANNA BECK

Top 5 New Driver’s Tips
● Be aware of surroundings: 

Even if one is a natural 
behind the wheel, others 
might not be as skilled. 
Always be vigilant of the 
people around you and 
what they are doing. Watch 
if the car ahead switch on 
a turn signal, be vigilant of 
pedestrians and look ahead 
at stop lights. 

Teen Driving Tips

All Hallow’s 
Eve Habits

according to fashion website, 
pantone.com. 
   “My favorite fall trend probably 
has to be giant sweaters,” noted 
senior Madeline Maldonado, “I also 
like to wear a lot of black.”
    
Pumpkin Overload
   There are not many fall trends that 

Autumn Trends

● Never text and drive: 
Oregon law prohibits the 
use of mobile devices 
for all drivers (excluding 
police, emergency 
responders and emergency 
situations). New drivers 
are especially prohibited 
from texting while driving. 

● Minimize distractions: It 
will always be tempting 
to reach a hand into the 
delicious smelling take 
out bag that may be in the 
passenger seat or even flip 
around the radio dial. This 
tip may not be significant 
to well experienced 
drivers, but it can be all 
too easy for one’s mind to 
wander and lose control of 
the vehicle. 

● Defensive driving: To the 
untrained ear, defensive 

do not include fashion, however, one 
that seems to return year after year is 
pumpkin flavored/scented products. 
The long list of these include, but are 
not limited to, cookies, yogurt, gum, 
candles, air fresheners, perfumes, 
Listerine breath strips, M&Ms, and 
ice cream. Consumers also must not 
forget the oh-so-famous pumpkin 
spice lattes that probably started the 
whole pumpkin flavored obsession. 
Some of the weirder, more “creative” 
food products include hummus, 
pringles, pasta, lasagna, soda, and 
soymilk.
   “I do not like the whole pumpkin 
trend because I do not like pumpkin 
very much,” stated junior Kaylee 
Varner, “I think that peppermint is 
better in terms of holiday scents/
flavors.”

   It seems like no matter what one’s 
favorite fall trend is, whether it be 
fashion or food, these popular fads 
will be sticking around for many 
more years to come. 

driving may sound like 
playing bumper cars on the 
highway, but it is actually 
a lot more helpful and 
safe. To be a defensive 
driver, keep one car length 
between slow moving 
vehicles, and an even 
bigger following length on 
the highway.

● Look in blind spots: 
Shoulder checking blind 
spots is critical. For those 
unaware, a blind spot is 
where one can no longer 
see a passing vehicle in 
the rear or side mirrors at 
a quick glance. Failing to 
watch this area can cause 
an accident. A shoulder 
check is simple a quick 
peek over the shoulder 
to see traffic behind the 
vehicle. 

ChENOA CRAvATT

What’s In Your Ear?

“I like Wake Up Call by 
Maroon 5,” -Savannah 
Quintana, 9

“I like Dead Mouse by 
Skrillex,” -Leonardo 
Gomez, 9 

“I like rap and today’s hits. 
I listen to it when I get 
ready,” -Emily Carlson, 10

“I like No More Regrets 
by Arch Enemy,” -Joesph 
Lynch, 10

“I like the song Power Of 
2 by Indigo Girls,” - Mary 
Alex Mercudo, 11

“I like the song 
Paperbond by 
Wiz Khalifa,” -Mario May, 
11

“I like the song These 
Things Happen, by G 
Eazy,” Drew Carnes, 12

“I like Suns, by the XX,” 
Madeline Maldando, 12
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Samantha Axall, sophomore, sports 
leggings and a fall-ready cardigan.

Rachel Hartung, senior, demon-
strates defensive driving.



   I’ve realized I’m having a tiny bit 
of an identity crisis. It could just be 
the glaringly omnipresent horizon 
of adulthood getting me down, but 
I’m starting to feel like I have no 
idea who I am. I used to know who 
I was. I was the girl with curly red 
hair who spoke too loudly, rarely 
wore makeup, and was infinitely 
more dependent than she realized. 
I thought I had it all figured out. 
There were rules that I followed 
that honestly just don’t make 
sense anymore. I was so careful of 
everything I did- and then I chopped 
off all my hair.
   I see pictures of myself from as 
recently as three months ago and 
they’re hard to look at. It’s like 
seeing a completely deluded, sad, 
very confused, alternate universe 
version of myself with an awkward 
wig. Needing another human being 
to build up my confidence and make 
me feel like a whole person didn’t 
make them special, it just meant 
I broke into twice as many pieces 
when they decided I wasn’t worth it 
anymore. They were right to make 
that decision, because sad, alternate 
universe me truly wasn’t worth it. 
I thought I was happy with myself, 
and I was wrong. I quantified the 
success of my existence by the 
happiness of someone other than me, 
and now I know how incredibly not 
okay that was.
   It wasn’t until a couple months 

ago that I realized how badly I want 
to be brave. I’m like the Cowardly 
Lion before he met Dorothy; I’m a 
Hufflepuff trying her darndest to be a 
Gryffindor and Neville Longbottom 
is making me look like a sissy. I 
cut off my perfect, beautiful locks 
to prove that I don’t care if people 
occasionally mistake me for a twelve 
year old boy with no sense of gender 
roles. I like taking seven minute 
showers and never leaving home 
without my pretty, pink comb and 
being able to always see my face. 
I’m trying really hard to like me. 
   Feeling like 6/7 of a person 
sucks. It’s hard. It makes it even 
harder to know that the other 1/7 
is somewhere inside of me and is 
a gaping chunk that can’t be filled 
with Netflix or romantic attention or 
comic books. I know that things are 
going to get better and I know I’m 
not the only person who has ever felt 

Yellow Brick Roads

   First of all, before I say anything, 
I would like to dedicate this to my 
rock and ice friend on the edge of 
the solar system, Pluto. For as long 
as I can remember you have been 
called a “midget” or “dwarf,” and 
you were thrown out of the galaxy. 
I too have felt the negligence of 
those who have been deemed more 
significant than me. I’m small too, 
and I wish my social life would be 
formally welcomed back into the 
solar system.
   Thinking back I’ve never really 
had that much of a social life to 

begin with. Maybe this is just me 
remembering  my weird, and quirky 
self that used to put on as many 
shorts as I could, and forced people 
to guess how many I was wearing 
(not gonna lie, after they guessed 
I took them off one by one, except 
for the last pair, to reveal the final 
count).
   In the last few months, sitting here 
on the couch in Farver’s room trying 
to get my word count of every article 
over 300, I realized that I’m just a 
typical loser. Maybe it’s the fact that 
I wear Air Jordans with jeans even 
though I don’t play basketball, or 
that I’m already level 28 on Destiny 
(hit me up on PSN), or the fact that 
I play every Pearl Jam song I own 
over and over, screaming the lyrics 
for my neighbors to hear.
   But the fact is that I like being a 
loser. I enjoy being a lost cause in 
every social situation I can. The only 
reason I embrace my loserdom is 
because the only way to make people 
accept who I am, is being me. And 
I like me. And if you are like Pluto, 
and feel like you are at the edge of 
the social solar system, about to be 
kicked to the curb, realize that we 
notice you. 

My Social Life

IAN WALKER

PHOEBE MAY
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   Living your life as a teenager, you 
will encounter many scenarios that 
act as rites of passage. Generally, 
this time frame in your life includes 
a lot of firsts, embarrassment, and 
self-creation. For me, October has 
always been the most eventful month 
every year, and it is coincidentally 
my favorite. 
   October is when I can feel the 
pumpkin spice lattes running 
through my veins, and my extensive 
collection of spooky socks, mugs, 
and movies expand. Fall is honestly 
just so empowering. Have you ever 
walked along the sidewalk on a 
particularly brisk day, purposely 
stomping the small, helpless leaves, 
to feel and hear the satisfying 
crunch? That, my friend, is true 
happiness. Besides that, Goodwill 
has Halloween themed mugs for a 
single dollar. That in itself is my 
purpose for existence. 

   Other than October just being 
super cool, it also holds so much 
meaning to me. I have so many 
memories attached with just one 
month, it’s crazy. Often times, my 
mom would take advantage of my 
young age and dress me in strange 
costumes. I was too busy dressed in 
beards, or as Sarah Palin, to fulfill 
my fairy princess dreams. My mom 
would suffer my cuteness strictly for 
a good laugh, because she always 
encouraged originality. As my age 
increased, so did my anxiety. I 
found myself throwing up before 
any candy was collected. It was the 
holiday in which Aunt Flo came to 
visit for the first time. It was even 
one of the best nights of my life: I 
was dressed as Peter Pan, and had 
my first ever kiss. These are the 
things that will always stick with 
me.
   Every month preceding October is 
me missing October. And once it is 
October, it’s 31 days of Halloween. 
Then, once midnight is struck 
on October 31st, I have a brief 
mourning period. Upon the end of 
that, BOOM, it’s Christmas (or any 
other gift giving, snow appreciating 
holiday). Yes, this is the facts, 
people.
  And whether you are graced with 
the “crimson wave,” kiss a cutie, 
have a movie marathon, or mow 
down on discount candy, make this 
Halloween a memorable one.

Rites of Passage

   Whether you are going to a varsity 
football game or a volleyball match, 
it does not take much to get involved 
in the game. The very atmosphere of  
sport events can get the adrenaline 
rushing through the veins. It does not 
take much to get the crowd to cheer, 
and to let the team know the fans in 
the stands support them.
   Though South Albany High School 
has an amazing amount of school 
spirit, some members of the student 
body seem to lack the enthusiasm so 
many others have during assemblies. 
While I have thought of various 

practical jokes -- or threats that could 
be thrown their way in order for 
them to join in during sound off, or 
to respect our school a little more, I 
have been told that probably would 
not be a widely accepted way to get 
them to become involved.
   So with many ideas turned down, I 
finally came up with one that, while 
thought of before, had not been put 
into play. 
   Many years ago, SAHS had a 
school mascot, which was used to 
heighten the crowd’s school spirit 
and to add more excitement to 

   Dear sixth-grade Olivia (and any 
other tweens suffering from middle 
school), 
if I could turn back time and do 
something about your resemblance 
to Ozzy Osbourne, I would. If I 
could convince you to start wearing 
jeans before you turned 12, I would. 
If I could stop you from admitting 
your (possibly unhealthy) love of the 
Harry Potter series while you try to 

make friends, believe me, I would. 
   Since I can do none of these 
things, I am forced to accept you and 
try to limit the frequency of regret-
induced cringe attacks I experience 
on a regular basis. This is perfectly 
fine, however, because as I ponder 
this short life I have lived, I realize 
the above statements are total lies. 
   Instead of changing all of those 
great and hilarious things that made 
you unique, I turned us into a badly 
made representation of the perfect 
teenage girl (even though I failed). 
So many parts of you were hidden 
in that process, and that is what is 
causing me so many problems today.
   I always thought that I had trouble 
finding who I am, but this is not the 
case. I know who I am, and it is my 
belief that deep down, we all know 
who we are. The problem comes 
when we reject that person for the 
wrong reasons. I always encourage 
introspection and personal growth, 
but instead of this, we have been 
pushing the truest parts of us away 
in an attempt to fit into the well-
known but rarely-spoken-of molds 
of society. 
   My job now, instead of finding 

myself, is remembering those parts 
of my personality and life that I 
neglected for so long. The person 
you were, prepubescent Olivia, was 
loud. You were loud and a little bit 
annoying. Reading was the most 
important way of passing the time, 
so you carried a book everywhere. 
I remember you liked playing the 
violin, and I apologize for making 
you quit because I thought it was 
dorky and embarrassing. Music is 
beautiful, and those involved in 
it really have something special. 
Lastly, you absolutely loved bossing 
people around. Modesty is good, but 
only in moderation. 
   Maybe to make this journey a little 
easier, we should change the way we 
see identity quests. We need to stop 
romanticizing them, much like we 
do with relationships. There is no 
such thing as a soul mate, and there 
is no such thing as the person you 
must find to be happy. We choose 
our soul mates, and we must choose 
ourselves. Instead of searching for a 
person that we cannot find, we have 
to start building them, using the 
parts we originally used in the first 
place. 

A Letter to Myself

We are the Rebels that Built this Town

RACHEL KLEINT

OLIVIA GUILLEN

like this. The whole point of being 
a teenager is to figure out who you 
are, what you believe, and where 
you’re going. 
   I started high school as a naive, 
obsessive, secondary character in 
somebody else’s life. It took entirely 
too long for me to realize that in 
order to trust anybody else, I need 
to figure out how to rely on myself 
first. It turns out that all that junk 
about only being able to “accept the 
love you feel you deserve” and that 
“you’ve gotta do you” is actually 
true.
   Nowadays, I like mascara 
sometimes, I try to be a little more 
conscious of how obnoxious I’m 
being, and instead of sitting around 
helpless, waiting for somebody to 
rescue me, I rescue myself. I’m not 
perfect at it; it’s definitely a skill 
that’s taking a lot of getting used to 
and usually makes me cry. I was the 
ginger, white girl version of Knives 
Chau, and now I’m becoming a 
Ramona Flowers. I’m slightly 
broken, the most independent 
I’ve ever been, and have survived 
my lowest low thus far. I hit rock 
bottom, so the only place I can go 
now is up, right?
   So, to anybody else who isn’t 
quite whole yet, I hereby blow 
kisses, send good vibes your way 
and enthusiastically recommend you 
read the Scott Pilgrim series, ‘cause 
those books are dope. 

school events. The mascot’s life 
eventually came to an end when a 
fall brought it down on its last leg… 
literally. While Tony Matta, SAHS 
athletic coordinator, had done what 
he could several times to repair the 
mascot, its time at our school had 
come to an end.
   The idea of getting a new mascot 
has been revisited many times, but 
its costs were too much to take out of 
the funds that the school receives.
   “When I had checked last, they 
were expensive. Reasonable 
looking ones were around $3000,” 

Brent Belveal, principle at SAHS, 
explained. “A group would need to 
get together, and fundraise. It would 
be fun to see it happen.”
   The student body is nothing less 
than amazing, and so many times 
they have joined together to go 
above and beyond during fundraising 
events. I have no doubt that we can 
once again gather the funds needed 
to make it happen, all we need is a 
couple t-shirts, and the effort of the 
entire student body. Let’s make it 
happen. 

BAILEY MAYFIELD
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Parental Encouragement

PLEASE REMEMBER:
1. These are kids.
2. This is a game.
3. The coaches volunteer.
4. The umpires are human.
5. You do not play for the Cardinals.

    I discovered this list on a site 
named “Hometown Wisdom.” It 
was a sign at a school's baseball 
field, and while it’s very amusing 
to look at, it does prove a point. For 
whatever reason, the people who 
placed the sign obviously felt a need 
to have it near the baseball fields. 
But why? Why should adults, these 
all-powerful, wonderfully competent 
and mature people who are gods 
compared to the meek children ac-
companying them, why should they 
have to be reminded about maturity? 
After all, they’re the most mature 
people out there.
    Fun recipe: Take those last two 
sentences. Mix in a generous dose 
of sarcasm. Add just a pinch of irrita-
tion. Stir.

    The truth is, adults aren’t always 
in complete command of their emo-
tions, especially when it comes to 
children. They’re extremely protec-
tive, like a mother bear and her cubs, 
willing to do anything to make sure 
their offspring do not suffer the 
slightest misfortune. The problem 
comes when the mother bear decides 
to drop a tree on top of an ant. Ditch-
ing the lame metaphor, some parents 
take small things to incomprehen-
sible proportions, like only a loving 
parent could do. Especially in sports.
    I played baseball as a kid. I was 
bad. Like, really bad. Baseball was 
not my game, because that title 
belonged to Lego Star Wars. What 
I discovered was that some people 
had parents who absolutely could 
not stand to have our team lose, as 
if a score that wasn’t in our favor 
would rip the cosmos apart until the 
universe was an empty chasm of 
despair. And, not being the absolute 
best player on the team, their irrita-
tion often landed on my parents, 
my coach, and then me. I had a 
coach walk out one day, driven out 

of his mind by a parent who could 
not stand to lose another game. He 
never came back. His assistant coach 
finished out the season, and coached 
us the following year.
   Then I heard horror stories about 
the game affecting people far more 
than it probably should have. People 
going home and not being able to 
play with their friends because they 
were grounded. They didn’t break 
something. They didn’t steal some-
thing from the pantry. No, their team 
lost, and that is apparently unforgiv-
able.
   Where did the definition of “game” 
go. Until I get visual evidence of 
reality fracturing because our team, 
the Rebels, lost a game many moons 
ago, I simply cannot justify some of 
these reactions. It might be disap-
pointing, but most little-leaguers 
don’t turn baseball into a career 
10-15 years down the road. It’s just 
not feasible. They’re there for fun, to 
learn how to operate in a team, and 
to just be kids. Attaching disciplin-
ary consequences to a game makes it 
less enjoyable, just like when teach-
ers assign crosswords as homework. 
It isn’t as much fun to do if you’re 
required to do it. If you apply that ef-
fect to baseball, or any sport, you get 
a sentence that states: “Winning isn’t 
as fun when you are required to do 
it.” You lose your competitive edge.
    We need to step back...yes, back... 
to when games were just games, 
and kids were just kids. You want 
to know why Johnny can’t leap tall 
buildings? It’s because you’re trying 
to make it happen.

COMMENTARY BY
QUIN HARP

   While longboarding, everyone 
will kiss the pavement, and when 
they get a mouthful of dirt, they will 
get right back up, and start moving 
again.
   There are three basic shapes for 
decks and they have a flexible drop 
that has a lower center of gravity 
that makes these longer boards 
more stable and easier to push.The 
flex of these boards also acts as a 
dampening system to help avoid 
discomfort on longer rides. The next 
board is the Traditional Cruiser; 
they are smaller, making them a bit 
more popular because they are easier 
to navigate through crowds and on 
sidewalks. The last basic board type 
is the Commuter style. These boards 
have the wheels at the very ends of 
the deck making them have a more 
increased sense of stability over the 
other boards, according to muirskate.
com.

   Longboards are another mode 
of transportation used by millions 
of people worldwide. There are 
many different kinds of brands of 
longboards: Zumiez, Santa Cruz, etc.
   Spencer Arnold, sophomore, is a 
longboarder here at South Albany. 
“I started longboarding because it 
gets me to places where I want to 
go without having to walk... I have 
been longboarding for one year 
and almost 11 months,” Arnold 
commented.
  “The brand I use is Santa Cruz 
because they’re a lot smoother and 
can cruise longer,” Arnold said. 
   Fellow SAHS student Amanda 
Niskanen, senior, has been 
longboarding for five years and 
has had the same board the entire 
time. Niskanen said, “I had a friend 
who lived in California and she 
introduced me to longboarding, so I 
started longboarding before I even 
had a board.” 
   “For all four years here at South 
Albany I have put my longboard 
into Mr. Allison’s room or in Mr. 
Vasquez’ room, so it is a tradition 
for me to do that,” Niskanen stated. 
“My longboard is my car; I use it to 
go everywhere. The longest distance 
I have gone in one trip is five miles,” 
she continued, “You can rest when 
you are dead.” 
   Niskanen said, “If you are a 
new longboarder then you should 
apprentice under someone who is 
experienced and that you should go 
small distances at first until you get 
better.” 

Longboarding

Amanda Niskanan stands at the 
top of the quad with her long-
board.

JAMES ROSSITER

   In sports there are three types of 
falls; the kind where one can get 
right back up and it is not a big deal, 
the kind where one may have to sit 
out a play, but in the end they will be 

okay, or the kind where one is down 
for the count.
   While the first two are recoverable, 
the third can cause the victim to 
lose hope, and to not try again. On 
some occasions though, this doesn’t 
happen. The injury may be a minor 
setback, but is only time used in 
preparation for what will be done 
next.
   Isaiah Kerlegan, senior, cornerback 
on South Albany High School’s 
varsity football team, had the 
unfortunate fate of having the third 
type of injury happen the summer of 
his senior year. During a preseason 
scrimmage between SAHS and 
Churchill, Kerlegan had gone to 
tackle an opposing team member, 
and his knee had not turned in time 
for the landing.
  “My mom had cried when she 
found out. She knew all the work 
I had put in the entire summer,” 

Down for the Count

Isaiah Kerlegan stands under the 
entrance to Rebel Stadium. 

RACHEL KLIENT

Kerlegan reflected.
   Though he may not be able to play, 
that doesn’t stop him from being at 
every game, without fail, supporting 
and encouraging his team.
   “I think his presence emotionally 
lifts the team’s spirits. He has a great 
personality, and is always cheering 
the team on from the sidelines,” 
David Younger, SAHS football 
coach said. “We all wish him a 
speedy recovery.”
   Though Kerlegan may have not 
been able to film his senior video 
due to his injury, he was able to go 
to a summer camp with Western 
University. So while this year may 
have thrown him off of his game a 
little, he is more than ready to be 
back on the playing field in college.
   “You never know when it can end. 
It’s no fun being mediocre, so push 
to be better,” Kerlegan.

   Sports are a common part of most 
American’s lives, but for senior 
Samy Cardenas, athletics have 
strongly impacted his life in many 
ways.
   Cardenas has been involved in 
sports the majority of his life. When 
he was in pre-school his parents 
pushed him into sports and it became 
an everyday routine of his to go to a 
practice right after school. 
   He was heavily influenced by 
his older brother, Kevin Pena, who 
was also an athlete. “I have always 
looked up to him,” noted Cardenas, 
“he has always expected me to be 
more and had a lot of faith in me.”
   Growing up, Cardenas was not 
the typical looking athlete and his 

friends would use it as the punch 
line of their jokes, “Even if they are 
not trying to hurt you, it still hurts to 
know that it is something they joke 
about.”
   At this point in his life he decided 
to make a change, “I focused on 
losing weight during off season my 
freshman and sophomore years. I 
lost about 60 pounds, mainly during 
the summer.”
   Not only did participating in 
sports, including football, wrestling, 
and track, help to change Cardenas’ 
physical appearance, but also 
his mental state. Sports allowed 
Cardenas to be a leader and take 
charge. “If I was shy as a kid, I 
got rid of that. I also learned to 
be disciplined, on time, and hard 
working.”

BREANNA BECKBefore After    Cardenas believes that being in 
sports has allowed him to be more 
focused in school. “It kind of makes 
you want to be better in school,” 
Cardenas stated, “ Even though you 
are physically tired, you are mentally 
awake.”
   Some of the downsides to sports 
according to Cardenas is the fact that 
it is time consuming and that there 
is a strict diet, but that does not stop 
him from loving to play.
    “Do not slack. At first it might be 
easy to only give 50% at practices, 
but your junior and senior year you 
might regret it. Try to be the best you 
can be,” Cardenas said.
   This just goes to show that if 
people play the game right it can 
change their lives in many different 
ways. 

Samy Cardenas, senior. 

Sports: More Than a Pastime 

NFL teams with the most 
injured players on their 

reserve lists in 2013

Green Bay Packers: 14
Washington Redskins: 13

Indianapolis Colts: 12
New York Jets: 12

Carolina Panthers: 12 
Pittsburgh Steelers: 12



  Before the race, Bricen James, 
junior, stands in front of his dirt late 
model car to inspect every inch in 
preparation for his next lap.  Every 
race he covers himself in a fire 
resistant suit, helmet, gloves, and 
neck restraint as protection. His dad, 
mom, brother and girlfriend are all 
in the crowd cheering him on. James 
dedicates every Saturday to his sport, 
and goes as far as Montana for his 
race competitions. James may enjoy 
his side sports, like baseball, but his 
heart is set on racing.
  “In the beginning of every race I’m 
a little anxious to get out there, but 
as soon as I start I’m really calm. 
I like to talk to myself in Spanish 
when I’m racing,” James pointed 
out. 
   James has been racing since he 
was 13 years old. With the support 
of his family and friends, James has 
become the youngest person and the 
first ever to win three championships 
with three different cars at 

Willamette Speedway.
   “I just want to be better then the 
next guy,” James admitted.
  Overall James has won 19 races 
and says there is only more to come. 
His goal is to become a racer for the 
National Association for Stock Car 
Auto Racing (NASCAR), mostly 
because that is the highest he can get 
in racing. 
  His family is his inspiration: his 

JESSICA CHILCOTE

Athlete of the Issue: 
Bricen James

   Maintaining a healthy body and 
mind is essential for the active life 
of an athlete. When people play 
sports, it is likely that their coach 
emphasizes the importance of a 
balanced, healthy diet. For some, 
eating a good range of food is a 
piece of cake, while others struggle 
to stay on top of their diet. 
   According to urbanext.illinois.
edu, an athlete should consume 
three servings of dairy products, 
two servings of protein, three to five 
servings of vegetables, two to four 
servings of fruit, and six to eleven 
servings of grains daily. 
   Catie Wright, sophomore, is a 
member of the cross country team. 
She focuses on nutrition, especially 
around competition time.  “It is 
important to eat healthy when you 
are close to districts.” 
   Wright believes that eating right 
helps improve performance, keeps 
people’s bodies healthy, and gives 
one the energy to do more. She 

recommends that other athletes eat,  
“Mostly vegetables, protein, and 
carbohydrates.” 
   There are many things to consider 
while dieting. Carbohydrates 
are necessary for providing 
energy to muscles, but too many 
carbohydrates can create chaos for 
the body.  Livestrong.com notes that 
consuming too many carbohydrates 
can result in “a bad impact on blood 
sugar” and “gasterointestinal issues.” 
   Many athletes consume energy 
drinks before games of practices: 
Redbull, Monster, Rockstar, 
and Balls are some of the many 
beverages marketed that claim to 
boost energy levels. Seattletimes.
nwsource.com states that one 8.4 
oz can of Redbull contains 80mg 
of caffiene, 1000mg of taurine, and 
600mg of glucuronolactone. 
   Jeff McCabe, teacher and assistant 
boys’ soccer coach, believes that 
pre-game energy drinks are not good 
for you. “It really dehydrates you”, 
said McCabe. 

Sports car driver, Bricen James 
stands under a tree at the SAHS 
campus.

brother also races, and the cars 
James uses are his dad’s. His biggest 
challenges are new competitors and 
the traveling racing comes with. 
  “Bricen is an amazing racer, and 
really puts a lot of effort into it,” Dru 
Eshleman, sophomore, assured.   
  Another student who also watches 
James is senior John Gonzalez, who 
gets pumped. “He’s amazing! Dude, 
have you seen him? Do you know 
how old he is? Man. He has really 
quick reflexes and even when he 
comes close, he always manages to 
not get himself into a crash. I go to 
his races every Saturday because it’s 
fun, there is a lot of good racing and 
I like competition.” Students and 
staff can see him race on Saturdays 
at Willamette Speedway in Linn 
County; times may vary.
  “I race because it’s relaxing and 
I love competition. I would not 
suggest racing to other people, 
because it’s really expensive and 
requires a lot of traveling,” James 
advised. 

Sports Nutrition
  McCabe recommended staying 
hydrated by drinking lots of water 
before a game, and then drinking 
something like Gatorade during a 
game. He explained, “You want as 
much balance as you can get” if an 
athlete is watching what they are 
eating. 
   McCabe also recommended eating, 
“five small meals a day instead of 
three big meals” and filling their 
diet with “high protein” and “high 
carb” foods. McCabe feels that 
if an athlete’s diet is unhealthy, 
“performance decreases… brain 
function is reduced,” and it can 
“reduce how efficiently your muscles 
work.”  
   What an athlete puts into their 
body can have a huge effect on 
how they perform during games. 
It is entirely up to the athlete on 
what they choose to eat, but staying 
informed about what foods can do to 
the body might mean the difference 
between winning and losing the 
game. 

MADISON TRENARY

SportS

Hitting The Target

   Due to the Legend of Zelda 
franchise (more specifically Twilight 
Princess), I am obsessed with 
archery. Ironically, I am not really a 
sports fanatic, so I do not participate 
in any sports here at South Albany 
High School. However, if SAHS of-
fered archery, I would be ecstatic.
   I think archery should be offered 
at all schools because it offers 
great health benefits. According to 
azcentral.com, archers can enjoy the 

improvement of their upper body 
strength, balance, coordination, 
walking, and mental focus skills. 
Concentrating on a target and the 
correct stance could also be very 
therapeutic and relaxing. Besides, 
I think it makes people look pretty 
dang cool. However, archery is actu-
ally way more demanding than most 
people might think. Drawing back 
the string on a bow can be difficult 
for those who may not be as strong. 
In order to improve the strength 
needed for this, Michael Peart of the 
Great Britain archery squad (on The-
Guardian.com) recommends drawing 
the bow and holding that position for 
about 30 seconds, relaxing, and then 
repeating as much as possible.
   Schools that offered archery as a 
sport would have to invest in bows, 
arrows, quivers, and safety equip-
ment. Overall, the average price 
for equipment is about $4,800 for a 
team, according to National Archery 
in the Schools Program (NASP). 
Safety equipment would include arm 
guards, finger tabs and covers, and 
chest guards. These are needed to 

ABBY SLANGA

protect the archer’s body from the 
string after they release it.
   Bows can also be made, but it 
is very difficult. According to an 
Instructables.com article titled “How 
to Make a Bow and Arrow,” the bow 
must be curved and the string must 
be tight and slightly smaller than the 
bow. If the bow is not curved, the 
string will hit the archer’s arm and 
cause a lot of pain. The arrows can 
also be made with sturdy sticks or 
dowels. To make the end pointed, 
simply carve one end into a point. 
Instead of going through the process 
of making the bow, I recommend 
buying a professional bow and set of 
arrows instead for the safest results. 
Once you have your equipment, be 
sure to never aim at anything other 
than an archery target.
   Archery is pretty rad, but it can 
also take its toll on the user. Having 
archery at SAHS would be another 
great sport in which friends can be 
made and skills can be improved. 
Plus, everyone would feel like a 
regular Katniss Everdeen or Robin 
Hood, so that’s pretty cool too.   

    Behind every game or play is 
a team that sets it all in motion. 
Without each member working in 
sync, goals could not be achieved, 
but great players do not waltz out of 
the womb with a telepathic link to 
their teammates. It takes a lot of time 
and even more practice to work in 
unison with another person. That is 
what after school team practices help 
each contender achieve.
   “Working so closely together helps 
us know how one another reacts in 
certain situations on the field,” said 
football wide receiver and defensive 
back Cruz Vasquez. 
   When one thinks of sports they 
might think of helmets clashing 
together in an epic battle to score 
a touchdown or a wrestler getting 
flipped on a mat, but there is a lot 
more to sports than brute strength. A 
positive attitude can take an athlete a 
long way. 
   “You can’t underestimate the other 
team, but it’s better to think you 
can do something than to think you 
can’t,” said football wide receiver 
and linebacker Brian Wiseman. 
   Self-confidence can also be a factor 
in what makes an average athlete 

great. When an athlete is exceptional 
on the field, their peers at school 
recognise their performance. Clearly 
that praise makes it a lot easier for 
one to walk down the hallways with 
their head held high, and makes one 
more comfortable competing in front 
of a crowd. Of course not all peers 
view this type of self-esteem the 
same way.
   “They walk around like they 
own the place,”said senior Jesse 
Anderson. 
   Social skills are also a big part 
of what makes a victorious athlete. 
Although some sports can build up 
one’s social abilities, having pre 
distinguished social skills can make 
a big difference. 
   “Pre established social skills help 
them build relationships, and those 
relationships are what makes a team 
successful,” said Athletic Director 
Tony Matta.      
    There is a lot more to sports than 
what meets the eye. Athletes put in 
a great deal of physical and mental 
effort to be successful. Practice, 
positive attitudes, social skills 
and determination are just a few 
characteristics that help each South 
Albany athlete get one step closer to 
eminence.

Success in Sports

   Derek Jeter, one of the world’s 
greatest baseball players from the 
New York Yankees, retired from 
baseball on September 25, 2014, 
playing his last game with the 
team playing against the Baltimore 
Orioles. Before the his final game, 
including his manager, Joe Torre, 
and his teammates were lined up by 
the New York Yankees dugout and 
were greeting him. 
   “It was above and beyond that I’ve 
ever dreamt of,” Jeter commented 
during his interview with Fox News.
   As Jeter went out to the field, 
he was waving to the crowd as he 
was going to his normal pitching 
position from the last 19 seasons that 
he had played. As he was waving 
to the crowd, the crowd chanted 
to him “Thank You, Jeter!” for his 
appreciation for playing. With Jeter’s 
winning walk-off hit, the New York 
Yankees beat the Baltimore Orioles, 
6-5.
   During high school, at Kalamazoo 
Central High School in Kalamazoo, 
Michigan, Jeter dreamed of playing 
shortstop for the New York Yankees 

and his dream did come true. 
According to biography.com, after 
graduating of high school, Jeter was 
selected sixth pick overall in the 
baseball draft of 1992. Jeter’s first 
season with the Yankees and as a 
Major League Baseball player, he 
had batted a .314 and along with that 
he made 10 home runs in 1995. This 
led the Yankees to the World Series 
against the Atlanta Braves and Jeter 
helped them win the World Series 
that year. By 1996, Jeter had won 
an award that was titled “American 
League Rookie of the Year” for 
his outstanding performance as 
shortstop, since the Yankees had 
not won a World Series since 1978. 
In 2004, he won the first of his five 
Gold Glove awards for his fantastic 
playing on the field.
      Jeter’s first major injury was 
when his shoulder separated through 
a season, but he came back well 
to hit his amazing home runs. In 
2013, Jeter was limited to play many 
games because of his ankle injury 
and announcement of his retirement 
from baseball this year. 
  “Derek Jeter will be remembered 
as a Yankee legend and will be 
elected to the Baseball Hall of Fame 
on the first ballot.He was one of 
baseball’s all time great shortstops. 
He was 40 years old and he picked 
a great time to retire. He was still 
a solid performer, but his skills 
were declining. It was time for him 
to retire,” Steve Hummer, SAHS 
teacher and girls softball coach, 
commented. 
     In memory of Jeter’s outstanding, 
amazing, and excellent playing for 
the New York Yankees, people will 
always remember how Jeter did his 
extraordinary .310 batting average 
and ranked sixth in the big league 
for finishing his career with the New 
York Yankees. 

In Memory of: 
Derek Jeter

CHENOA CRAVATT

Photo courtesy of: http://abcnews.
go.com/

ERIKA SCHERTZ
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November 
Horoscopes

PHOEBE MAY

   You wake up in a field, covered in 
the dew of the morning. Something 
woke you, you know that much. 
Because people rarely wake this 
suddenly on their own. But all is 
quiet. Maybe that is what was so 
disturbing, because the field you are 
in is so quiet you can hear that your 
ears ring with an imaginary noise 
made up by the mind because it can’t 
withstand the inevitable onslaught of 
nothing.
   Shivering, you stand, brushing 
layers of dew off your clothes in a 
vain attempt to get dry. Finally, after 
shedding what feels like a gallon of 
water, you survey the field with more 
scrutiny. It is lined with small stone 
hills, obelisks, plaques, crosses...and 
with much difficulty, you remember 
what these things are for.
   You have been sleeping amongst 
the dead.
   Hurriedly, almost as if apologetic 
to those whose rest you may have 
disturbed, you step out of the grass 
and onto the cobblestone path to 
your right. With no real aim or 
direction, you start down the path, 
listening to the empty tap-tap of 
shoes on rock. The sound does not 
echo, and it’s with this observation 
that you notice how flat the cemetery 
really is. A morning fog prevents 
you from seeing very far, but what 
you can see almost looks two-
dimensional. The idea of turning 

around to see if the area behind you 
suffers from a similar phenomena 
crosses your mind, but a foreign, 
fearful instinct tells you not to.
   That’s okay. There’s something 
important for you to do somewhere 
else.
   You approach one of the 
headstones, a stone cross with an 
unfamiliar name on it, and reach 
for the golden chain around your 
neck. It’s presence is both normal 
and foreign, expected but new. 
You can’t recall where you got the 
trinket, nor why you got it at all. It’s 
a small, silver and gold-plated heart 
on a chain. Some exotic lettering is 
carved into the center, far beyond 
anything your lingual understanding 
might cope with.
   The same instinct that told you 
not to turn around is now telling 
you to hang the necklace around the 
tombstone, and you quickly do so. 
It’s not until the chain slips from 
your grasp that a thousand voices 
wail in agony to take the necklace 
and run, to not make the same 
mistake they did, to grab the chain 
and get out of this old boneyard, 
all screaming through your mind, 
searing themselves into your 
thoughts. You stagger back in shock, 
and despite the voices in your head 
telling you to take the necklace the 
sane part of you, or rather what’s left 
of it, advises you to get as far away 
from that thing as possible.

   Upon looking up, however, 
you see how that might not be so 
simple. One by one, rows of graves 
disappear. The morning fog suddenly 
becoming a tangible, living thing 
that moves to devour you. In shock, 
you do the worst thing you could do.
   You turned around only to stare 
into the absolute nothingness of 
the cosmos, as the world crumbles 
around you. Spots appear in your 
vision, black, tricky things that 
dance around anything you try to 
focus on until you can hardly see 
save for a narrow tunnel in the center 
of your vision.
   What was once a patch of grass 
near a headstone is now an island 
in the center of the great maw. 
You collapse in weakness, a fuzzy 
feeling quickly encompassing your 
entire body. Dizzily, you look at 
the headstone, and in this great 
confusion come clarity.
   You stole the necklace.
   The carving on the front is 
common English, and reads 
“GREED,” emblazoned on the 
now cracked heart in bold, singed 
lettering that glows faintly
   And the most horrifying 
aspect of it all? The name on the 
headstone. Once undefined, it rings 
throughout your shattered soul with 
unmistakable recollection
   Your name.
   And with this revelation, the last 
patch of grass and stone crumbles 

away, and you fall into nothing, a 
nothing that will destroy you.
   Nothing at all.
   And a world away, your loved 
ones burst into your room, only to 
find you, lips a pale blue, with the 
chain to a blank necklace hung up on 
the bed frame and wrapped tightly 
around your neck.
   The necklace will be taken for 
investigation.
   It will go missing.
   And history will continue it’s 
terrible repetition.

   Long ago, the heart necklace was 
seen as a force of good, bringing 
thieves and wrongdoers to justice 
wherever it drifted. Shopkeeps kept 
such artifacts in their stock, not to 
sell, but to trap and dissuade any 
careless, pilfering hands.
   Times change. The necklace 
didn’t. Death is no longer seen as an 
acceptable punishment for thieves, 
but the necklace doesn’t care. It will 
continue it’s rampage, lurking in 
antique shops for a price so cheap 
that you may as well steal it...and if 
you plan on using it for your own 
purposes, all the better that you do. 
If you come by it honestly, no matter 
how meticulously monitored it is, 
you will quickly find it absent from 
your collection.
 It is one of seven Cardinal 
Artifacts: The Price of Greed.

The Price Of Greed
QUIN HARP

Drawn by Victoria Schofield, junior

Drawn by Perla Jimenez, junior

Drawn by James Rossiter, sophomore

Scorpio October 23 - November 21
Be wary, a bird could easily poop on 
your head today.
 
Sagittarius November 22 - December 
21
You should google George Watsky. 
Not because you’re Sagittarius or 
anything, he’s just a really talented 
musician and deserves more 
recognition.

Capricorn December 22 - January 19
You will win every game of rock, 
paper, scissors that you attempt 
today.

Aquarius January 20 - February 18
Fortune will fall into your lap in the 
form of a BLT sandwich.

Pisces February 19 - March 20
See that person sitting to your left 
right now? Yeah, that’s the person 
you’ll marry. Sorry.

Aries March 21- April 19
You’ve been procrastinating doing 
that homework that’s due in two 
days. Do it right now or you’ll be up 
until three in the morning tomorrow.

Taurus April 20 - May 20
Don’t even TRY to go on YouTube 
today. Seriously, it’s gonna need to 
buffer for so long, it isn’t even worth 
it. 

Gemini May 21 - June 20
Have you thought about trying 
knitting?

Cancer June 21 - July 22
That thing you’ve been wanting to 
do? Do it.

Leo July 23 - August 22
Don’t eat the gum under your desk 
today. You do not want to know 
where it’s been...

Virgo August 23 - September 22
It’s totally fine and socially 
acceptable that you like cats more 
than people. You do you, boo.

Libra September 23 - October 22
You will accidentally drop a BLT 
sandwich out of a window.

Spooky Jokes
Why do demons and ghouls hang 
out together?
Because demons are a ghouls best 
friend!

What do you call a witch who lives 
at the beach?
A sand-witch.

Where does a ghost go on Satur-
day night?
Anywhere where he can boo-gie.

Why did the headless horseman go 
into business?
He wanted to get ahead in life.

Why didn’t the skeleton dance at 
the party?
He had no body to dance with.

Where did the goblin throw the 
football?
Over the ghoul line.

*Courtesy of Halloween.com
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Why did the Vampire read the 
Wall Street Journal?
He heard it had great circulation.

What are ghosts’ favorite kind of 
streets?
Dead ends.

What is a vampires favorite holi-
day?
Fangsgiving.

What do you call two spiders that 
just got married?
Newlywebbed.

How can you tell a vampire likes 
baseball?
Every night he turns into a bat.

What did Dracula say after read-
ing all these jokes?
They suck! (or they bite!)
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What was your favorite child-
hood Halloween costume?

What is the first thing you would 
buy if you won a million dollars?

“My favorite 
costume was 
Spider Man,” 
-Sean Gillespie, 
9

“When I was an 
elephant at three 
years old,”
-Trinity Perry, 
10.

“When I was 
Blue’s Clues,”
- Ricky Epperly, 
11

“Cinderella was 
my favorite cos-
tume,”
-Seychelle Sater, 
12

“I would buy a 
super nice car,”              
-Addy Marks, 9

“I want to buy 
a mini castle,”       
-Sydney Oden, 
11

“I would do-
nate half of the 
money to the 
football team at 
South Albany,”                       
-Leo Garibay, 10.

“I would prob-
ably buy a car, if 
so then I would 
buy a Camaro,”                        
Marcel Quenga, 
12
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