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Web Regulations
OLIVIA GUILLEN 

   The basis for the equal treatment 
of internet service providers (ISP) is 
known as net neutrality. Currently, 
the neutrality of the internet allows 
companies such as Clearwire and 
Sonic.net to compete with ISP’s 
like Comcast and AT&T, who each 
provide internet to over 17 million 
customers. 
   The Federal Communications 
Commission is an independent U.S. 
agency, and regulates interstate and 
international communications by any 
medium. In May of 2014, the FCC 
proposed and debated the possibility 
of allowing ISP’s to purchase “faster 
lanes’ of service. For the largest 
companies, it would guarantee faster 
internet service for extra charge. For 
the smaller companies, it may mean 
falling behind the large companies 
who can afford to pay the fee. This 
dominance of the ‘best internet,’ 
according to Larry Downes , New 
York Times, will threaten the long-
established net neutrality. 
   The proposal went through by a 
one vote margin on May 15, 2014. 
The FCC is asking the public to 
comment on the proposal for a ‘trial 
period’. According to Ars Technica’s 
Jon Bordkin, the FCC is asking for 
the opinion of the public on whether 
or not they should keep the proposal. 
This decision needs to be made 
“before enacting final rules made 
later this year,” wrote Bordkin. All 
comments should be posted on the 
FCC website ( http://www.fcc.gov/ ) 

until July 15, 2014. Commissioners 
will reply to the comments will be 
posted until September 10, 2014. 
   Many broadband companies are 
in full support of the proposal. The 
option to charge extra for faster in-
ternet lanes provides the opportunity 
for profit. Companies like Netflix, 
Disney, and YouTube can also invest 
in faster lanes, which gives their 
content more appeal. 
   The concerns with the proposal 
come from those who believe that 
allowing content providers to pay for 
fast lanes will drown smaller provid-
ers out. If a small voice is suppressed 
by a large one, people fear that the 
freedom of speech will no longer be 
protected with the approval of the 
proposal. Stacey Rey, commented on 
the FCC website, “The call to end 
net neutrality is based on nothing 
more than big business trying to be-
come bigger on the backs of the av-
erage American and small business 
owner. Keep net neutrality in place. 
It should be protected as a vital part 
of the country's free market.”
   The FCC will continue to take 
public opinion on the proposal for 
five months. This trial period will 
allow ISP’s and content providers 
to test the new fast lanes, and see 
possible benefits. On the other hand, 
it will show whether or not these 
new fast lanes are harmful to small 
content providers, and whether or 
not they can maintain their freedom 
of speech. 

Gay Marriage in the U.S.
JESSICA CHILCOTE

   Starting in the 1970’s, opinions on 
gay marriage has been different in 
America and this became a politi-
cal and social issue between those 
who supported or opposed it.  As the 
years went by into the 21st century, 
American citizens and politicians 
started realizing gay marriage was a 
debatable topic.

Albany Creepers
MELISSA HUFFMAN

   Albany Police Department look to 
see if the burglaries that keep recurring  
in Albany are in any way connected to 
the killing that included an eight year 
old boy finding his 36-year old mother 
dead in the kitchen of their house. A 
woman of the name Heather Needs 
told the Democrat Herald that she is 
not a fan of firearms but now sleeps 
with one close at hand because of 
break ins and murders that have hap-
pened in her neighborhood recently. 
   Police have stated that most of 
these burglaries are at night and also 
mostly in the Southeast part of Albany, 
Oregon. Police recommend locking 

all doors and windows before you 
go to sleep because the suspect or 
suspects have been gaining entrance to 
the house through unlocked doors or 
windows. Within the 13 nighttime bur-
glaries, which included a robbery and 
a sexual assault of a woman on May 7, 
the suspect or suspects typically gained 
entrance through either unlocked doors 
and windows or in some cases sliding 
glass doors.
    Police Detective Lt. Travis Giboney 
reported to the Albany Democrat Her-
ald, “We certainly don’t want  panic, 
but people should be cognizant of 
safety and security.” 
   In two cases car keys and cars them-

   One of the sites that discuss both 
sides of the issue is ProCon.org, 
which asked the question, “Should 
gay marriage be legal?” It listed 
pros and cons of gay marriage. One 
argument for homosexual mar-
riage is people should be able to 
freely express their feelings, just as 
a heterosexual person does. Also, a 
major argument is that many married 
couples have more benefits, while 

gay couples could not take advan-
tage of these same benefits without 
marriage. An argument against it is 
that gay marriage is not following 
traditional marriage standards. 
   Alina Bitter, sophomore at South 
Albany High School, gets pumped 
up about the sensitive subject. She 
said, “I think it should totally be 
allowed! My uncle is gay and has a 
partner. I mean, they are people too, 

just let them be happy.” 
   On to the other side of the argu-
ment, there are people who still 
value traditional marriage. Those 
who are against gay couples tying 
the knot believe that homosexual 
couple vows will weaken the institu-
tion of marriage. Argued by Ryan T. 
Anderson, Fellow in Religion and a 
Free Society at The Heritage Foun-
dation, "In recent decades, marriage 

has been weakened by a revision-
ist view that is more about adults’ 
desires than children’s needs... Rede-
fining marriage to include same-sex 
relationships is the culmination of 
this revisionism, and it would leave 
emotional intensity as the only thing 
that sets marriage apart from other 
bonds.” Another political con is 
people believe they should not have 
their tax dollars used to support 
something they do not believe in.
   Colin Meyer, sophomore at SAHS, 
said, “I personally disagree with gay 
marriage. I’m Christian, and I have 
just grew up with people who don’t 
support it.”
   There are three ways to legal-
ize gay marriage, and those are: 
the courts decision, popular vote, 
and state legislature. According to 
Huffpost, the religious institution 
must be ratified by the state in order 
to be deemed legal. President Barack 
Obama supports gay marriage, giv-
ing it a huge political advantage. 
   According to PolicyMic, all 50 
states could have legal gay mar-
riage by 2016; currently there are 18 
states who have legalized same-sex 
marriage. They include Washington, 
California, New Mexico, Minnesota, 
Iowa, Illinois, New Hampshire, Mas-
sachusetts, Delaware, Rhode Island, 
Connecticut, New Jersey, Maryland, 
Vermont, Maine, New York, Oregon, 
and Pennsylvania. 
From banning same sex marriage, to 
it developing into a more contro-
versial subject, there are different 
opinions all over the world that are 
always changing.

Banned same-sex 
marriage. 

Ban overturned, 
under appeal.

Only civil unions or 
domestic partnerships.

Same-sex marriage is 
legalized.

Map of the status of same-sex marriage in the United States. (http://www.reviewjournal.com/politics/govern-
ment/here-s-status-gay-marriage-every-state)

selves have been taken. Game systems, 
cash from purses and other small items 
have been taken within these 13 break 
ins. According to The Washington 
Times, Police have released images 
from a surveillance video of a “person 
of interest” who may be connected to 
the string of nighttime burglaries, but 
Capt. Eric Carter said, “We have no 
idea his actual involvement with the 
case.” 
   Again, police recommend locking 
all doors and windows before going 
to bed, including on the second floor. 
Some break ins have happened on the 
second floor even when it was clear 
that residents were home.

   After school, when homework 
is done and the schedule is wiped 
clean for that one show that just has 
to be watched. Then, just before it 
starts one gets all the snacks and tv 
remotes set down so there are no 
distractions until the very end. When 
it is time for the scheduled show to 
make an appearance on the tv screen, 
some other random show comes up 
and you are wondering where your 
show is, so you look it up on the 
world wide web to find out that it 
was canceled in the middle of the 
season on a cliff hanger.
   So, here are the top five T.V. shows 
that should be brought back that 
were canceled.

05. Heroes 
04. Chuck 
03. Buffy, The Vampire Slayer 
02. Leverage 
01. Firefly
   “Firefly”, is about a crew aboard 
a ship 500 years in the future that 
travel the unknown parts of the 
galaxy avoiding agents that are 
after them. “Leverage”, is about 
a group of high tech crooks who 
steal from the rich. “Buffy, The 
Vampire Slayer” is about a girl 
destined to fight vampires and other 
creatures. “Chuck” is about a guy 
who inadvertently downloads secrets 
to his brain and is placed under 
the protection of the government. 
“Heroes” is about a group of people 
who wake up with powers one day 
and do not know how they got them.

COMMENTARY BY
JAMES ROSSITER

T.V. Show Resurrection 

http://www.howardandrewjones.com/wp-
content/uploads/2014/05/Firefly.jpg

Inside: Summer Events Page 3, Powder Puff Wrap-Up Page 4
Issue 8   Volume 43



   It’s the gorgeous, sunshine-ridden, 
not quite, but almost summer 
months in Albany, Oregon and the 
temperatures are starting to climb 
higher and higher. It’s when girls 
trade their leggings and jeans for 
shorts, capris, and crop tops, and 
something absurd is happening. I say 
absurd, but not unprecedented. Every 
single year around this time, pre- to 
mid-pubescent girls are being told to 
cover up. “No one wants to see your 
butt cheeks, sweetie.” “Get a longer 
shirt, your bellybutton is showing.” 
“Are those fingertips length? I didn’t 
think so.”
   When women said they wanted to 
work in factories during World War 
II, they were told they would be a 
distraction to the men they would 
be working with. It was the year 
2012, and when my class learned 
about World War II in Modern 
U.S. History, people thought that 
was ridiculous. Women would be a 
distraction? How stupid! How sexist! 
How completely absurd!
   But why can’t sweet little sixteen 
year old Jane wear a crop top to 
school? “She would be a distraction 
to learning.” How is that any less 
crazy?
   I’ve heard too many mothers say 
that they don’t allow their daughters 
to wear what they deem “revealing 
clothing” because “boys will think 
things about them.” I’ve heard too 
many young girls talk behind their 
friend’s backs and call them “slutty” 
for wearing short shorts. Guess 
what? Fifteen year old Alyssa loves 
how comfy her shorts are and likes 

Cover Up

how her legs look in them.. She’s 
not wearing them for attention and 
wearing them doesn’t make her 
slutty, she’s wearing them because 
she feels great in them.
   Muscle shirts are a common trend 
among young men at South right 
now. These shirts are cut underneath 
the armpits so the shirt technically 
covers the front of the boy’s chest, 
but is completely open on the sides 
and very, very loose. Because they 
are so loose, the whole chest is pretty 
much visible. Why is it okay for me 
to see John’s nipples, but not alright 
for him to see my midriff?
   I, Phoebe Jo May, am a crop top 
wearer. I won’t apologize for it. My 
logic is that if my sixty-something 
year old grandma thinks I look cute 
in them and completely approves, 
pretty much everybody else can suck 
it. If seeing my stomach makes you 
uncomfortable, look away. If you’re 
sexually attracted to the place where 
my umbilical cord used to be or the 
fact that I am underage makes you 
feel super gross about yourself, that’s 
your problem, not mine.
   Girls are told to wear more clothes 
because they’re a distraction, they’ll 
make boys think inappropriate things 
about them, they’ll get molested 
for showing too much skin. People 
make it out to be a problem that 
girls have, when really, our attitude 
about it is the issue. In our culture, 
we blame girls for having curves. 
Instead of teaching girls to hide 
themselves, why not just teach boys 
to respect them and keep their hands 
to themselves? 

PHOEBE MAY

   As the school year’s end 
approaches, I realize just how crazy 
life can be, and how unprepared I 
really am. My sophomore year is 
nearly over, and I will be starting 
new. I realized that friends come 
and go, I can get parts in theater 
productions, I got a job, and I am 
one of the editor-in-chiefs for next 
year’s Sentry. What I desperately 
need to learn is how to balance all 
the crazy things going on. 
   I feel incredibly incapable 
of accomplishing all of my 
responsibilities for the daunting 
years of 2014 and 2015. Just this 
morning, I accidentally punched 
myself in the face while attempting 
to tie my shoe. How am I to be 
trusted to act as a responsible, well-
rounded human?
   I wish there was some magical 
way to balance everything in my life. 
For someone who is simultaneously 
an over-achiever and a slacker, 

that would be extremely useful. 
However, there just might be 
something to help... It’s called self-
discipline. It’s something that I’d 
like to actively use in my daily life. I 
want to become a better person.   
   I know that this last year, I have 
failed to successfully make myself 
and everyone else happy. I know 
that it is nearly impossible, but this 
is different. I slacked immensely this 
year, and I feel as though I have let 
those close to me down. Next year, 
I will not be the same. I will prove 
to myself and those around me that 
I can focus on important things. 
No more distractions. No more 
procrastinating. (Well, at least a 
noticeably lessened amount of these 
habits).
   My life will be insanely busy next 
year, but I am so determined to focus 
on academics and responsibilities. 
So what if I sometimes eat just 
frosting out of the container? Or if I 
accidentally spill liquids all over my 
clothes? I can still be responsible. 
I will not let myself continually be 
a rug for others. I will no longer 
tell myself I can’t. I will avidly use 
self-discipline. And, lastly, I will be 
the very best that I can be. I hope 
that everyone I let down will give 
me another chance, and I am really 
looking forward to a new year with 
South Albany. 

Changes

BAILEY MAYFIELD

   Now I know juniors are not 
supposed to have senioritis, but I’m 
afraid my weak immunity has come 
down with yet another thing. While 
most of the students in my classes 
are pretty much obsessed with 
getting good grades, I have been 
unable to find the same motivation 
recently. As of late, I have been 
finding myself procrastinating until 
the last possible minute, and this is 
unfortunate, since my schedule has, 
all of a sudden decided, by its own 
accord, that it wanted to get a life.
  Do not get me wrong, I love 
being involved in school activities 
and various other things with my 
friends, but time has been scarce, 
and my homework supply has been 
abundant. While memories are being 

created, my assignments have been 
shamefully neglected. (Side note: If 
you are one my teachers reading this, 
you are the exception. I always do 
your class’s homework first.)
   I must applaud my fellow 
procrastinators due to their very 

relaxed and carefree appearance 
while leaving their work to the last 
possible moment. I have been unable 
to attain this skill. As the stack of 
papers describing my various end-
of-the-year projects grow, the hours 
I stay up at night stressing seems 
to expand with it. My mind races 
through all of the things I must 
do, and counts the free minutes in 
which I must cram these various 
assignments into.
   As the school year comes to 
a close, and the sun draws my 
attention from the homework I 
should be focusing on, I realize that 
not only am I another year older, but 
procrastinating is not for me. So as 
the year comes to a close, so does 
many bad habits. Good-bye for now, 
and see you all next year.

RACHEL KLEINT

Pre-Senioritis Syndrome

Because Life Isn’t Fair

QUIN HARP
   Parents often tell their children that 
life isn’t fair. Maybe a favorite toy 
got broken, or a prized possession 
lost. Maybe a loved one has passed 
away and can’t play with them 
anymore. In any case, “life isn’t fair” 
is often the excuse given to a child 
when things go irrevocably wrong.
   Keep in mind that these are good, 
honest people on all other fronts, and 
that they believe they are doing their 
child a service by “waking them up” 
to the “harsh reality” we live in. By 
no means is life easy, and the intent 
to convey this message is noble, 
but the why it’s being done doesn’t 
make sense. These people speak to a 

child with an adults age and hidden 
meanings, disguising their words in 
the weariness of decades. When we 
say life isn’t fair, we really mean that 
it is not in life’s nature to be fair.
   We are, more so now than any 
other time in history, the masters of 
our surroundings. Mountains rise 
and fall at our bidding, islands are 
no longer oddities of rare beauty, 
but structures to be built out of 
necessity. We are the one race that, 
instead of changing to survive in our 
surroundings, bends our environment 
to our will. Humanity is the ultimate 
power on Earth. We are the Supreme 
Court, we are the last congressional 
hearing, we are the judge, the jury, 

and, all too often, the executioner. 
With the kind of ultimate power 
we have now, you would think we 
would have one of our own ideals 
figured out. No other species is truly 
“fair.” In nature, the weak aren’t 
helped back to their feet, they are 
savagely trampled by the strong. We 
own the idea of fairness, and we own 
our surroundings. What else do we 
need? An invitation?
   The truth is, all of that power is 
exactly why we tell our kids that 
their lives aren’t going to be fair. The 
people who abuse it, and those who 
simply refuse to use it, are why we 
can’t have any resemblance of being 
fair. Being fair doesn’t put money 
in your pocket, it takes money out. 
It doesn’t put food on the table, it 
puts it in the mouths of the needy. 
No matter how noble a person is, 
having the sweat of your brow taken 
at every turn to reach this utopian 
idea of “fair” will make you bitter. 
To avoid this, we have to start telling 
kids the truth
   It is not in the nature of life to be 
fair, but, as thinking, reasonable 
human beings, and the only ruling 
form of life on the planet, it is our 
privilege and our duty to make it so.

   To procrastinate is to artfully 
kill time, until you have no time 
left to do your work (oh, no). I, 
Olivia Guillen, am excellent at 
artfully killing time, and this is the 
procrastination column to end all 
procrastination columns. 
   There are approximately 1,563 
other things that I suddenly want 
to do instead of my work (this 
column). For example, I have a 20 
page poetry assignment due in three 
days, and I’ve had it for about a 
week with zero progress. I also have 
a math review that is due.. yesterday. 
Finals are in six days, so I should 
worry about that, but I just got my 
yearbook..

   This column is due today. No 
exceptions- I could just bust it out 
right now, after a five minute break. 
I probably have time after school to 
finish it, and I could submit it before 
midnight tonight! Perfect, now I 
know I have plenty of time to attend 
to my other 999 responsibilities. 
   While I wait until I have to start 
my column, I might as well do some 
laundry because it happens to be 
all over my floor. Yeah, that’s what 
I should do: clear my brain before 
I have to think. See? I can stop 
procrastinating. 
   Music. I need music to continue 
cleaning. It HAS been a while since 
I’ve listened to those classic Disney 
songs. They totally remind me of 
my favorite childhood movie, which 
I completely forgot about! Maybe I 
can find some clips online to refresh 
my memory and reminisce. 
   All of these Disney songs are 
reminding me of my childhood. 
I cannot believe all of the cringe-
worthy things I did before I knew 
how to be civilized. I used to run 
around the house trying to sing 
opera at the top of my lungs. It 
sounded more like shouting. I might 
apologize to my parents later. 
   Speaking of my parents, I was 
supposed to get a signature for 

something... what was it? I wonder 
if I still have that really nice pen I 
found last month. I should find it so 
I can have it ready for that signature. 
Maybe it got lost in my backpack... 
which is downstairs. I can get that 
later when I go downstairs.. for 
something. 
   I guess I do need to go downstairs 
to eat dinner. Now is a good time to 
eat. Except I see nothing ready to 
eat, so I have to make something. 
What a drag. Since I feel too lazy to 
make any real food, maybe I can find 
something to snack on. 
   There are zero things to snack on 
in my house, so I’m forced to cook. 
I should look online for meals I can 
make out of nothing. 
   Luckily for me, while I was 
looking for recipes, I found a 
hilarious video I saw when I was 10. 
I guess today is full of trips down 
memory lane. The suggestions are 
full of videos that look funny. It 
can’t hurt to watch a few…
   Ooh, I got a text! I can hear my 
phone vibrate, but I don’t see it. Just 
kidding, I see the light behind my 
bed. I can just move my bed a little 
and grab it..
   Oh no. 11 o’clock was half an 
hour ago. I guess the time really flies 
when you get busy. 

Oops, I Did it Again...

OLIVIA GUILLEN
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    Before I say anything else, I want 
to make one thing perfectly clear: 
I enjoy playing Titanfall. Playing 
the Xbox 360 version of the game 
is one of the best experiences with 
a first-person shooter that I’ve had 
since the early days of Battlefield 
3, when “PTFO” (Play The 
Freaking Objective) was a message 
encouraged and well observed. 
However, Titanfall is not the game I 
expected it to be when I first rented 
it. Seasoned, mature gamers will 
understand that there is more than 
one type of shooter on the market, 
a sentiment strongly represented 
by both the Battlefield and Call of 
Duty franchises. On the one hand, 
you have Battlefield, a game based 
more around vehicular combat using 

everything from Apache’s to ATV’s 
to capture and hold key points in the 
conflict, while in Call of Duty you’re 
introduced to tighter conditions 
where awareness is key to survival. 
Both games have fantastic gunplay, 
with Battlefield edging ahead in the 
realism department. So far, with 
the exception of Medal of Honor, a 
franchise that has tried somewhat 
unsuccessfully to do both at the same 
time, these have been the only two 
types of first person shooters out 
there.
    What Titanfall does is change 
all that in the most original way 
possible. Picture two rails: On one 
rail you have Pilots, the player 
controlled infantry. Pilots are armed 
with three weapons, as well as 
ordnance and a tactical ability of 
your choosing. Primarily, you will 
use the anti-personnel weapon, 
something like a carbine or light 
machine gun. Your sidearm is always 
a handgun, and your third weapon 
is entirely built to combat enemy 
Titans, large mech suits equipped 
with shielding and weapons longer 
than a Pilot is tall.
    On the other rail, you have Titans. 
Titans are called in after you kill 
a certain amount of Pilots, or after 
you kill one pilot and the timer 
runs down. Titans can either pilot 
themselves automatically, or you 
can board them and take control 
yourself. Titans entirely dominate 
infantry in open combat, their 
weapons acting as devastating tools 
to destroy your opposition. Other 

Titans however, are a bit more 
challenging. Both of these worlds, 
the pilots and Titans, run alongside 
each other. The vehicular combat of 
Battlefield and the close-quarters, 
arcade-esque room-clearing of Call 
of Duty run in complete ignorance 
of each other, yet when a Titan 
manages to cross into the Pilots 
world, or when a Pilot manages to 
board and attack an enemy Titan, the 
effects can be devastating. 
    One thing that you have to 
understand about Titanfall is that 
the game is fast. Pilots are equipped 
with jump kits, a rocket pack that 
allows them to hang off and run 
across walls, as well as up and over 
buildings. Going from holding a 
position to mowing down AI soldiers 
whilst running across the rooftops 
while a Titan chases you from street 
level is incredibly common and to be 
expected The world is very fluid, and 
the slightest slip could interrupt your 
momentum and leave you outgunned 
and outmaneuvered.
    All in all, Titanfall ranks very 
highly in my gaming library, and has 
been highly reminiscent of several 
ingenious but flawed recipes in the 
past, such as Brink. It’s a game 
with a brand-new approach to first 
person shooters in the sense that the 
vehicles and people somehow exist 
separately but somehow together in a 
perfect piece of synergy. If you enjoy 
shooters of any kind, I strongly 
recommend this game for whatever 
port you can get it on.

   Looking for songs to jam out to 
this summer? This is the right place! 
In no particular order, here is a list of 
10 upbeat songs that are perfect for 
summer dance sessions:
-Best Day of My Life by American 
Authors
-Fancy by Iggy Azalea
-Problem by Ariana Grande
-Can’t Hold Us by Macklemore
-The Man by Aloe Blacc
-Take Me Home by Cash Cash
-Dark Horse by Katy Perry
-Everybody Talks by Neon Trees
-Neon Lights by Demi Lovato
-On Top of the World by Imagine 
Dragons   
Music lovers who are looking for 
summer concert events in Oregon 
may want to check out some of these 

Summer Jams

ABBY SLANGA popular options include:
-Cyndi Lauper at Moda Center in 
Portland - Monday, June 30th
-Carolina Chocolate Drops at the 
Oregon Zoo in Portland - Saturday, 
July 12th
-Ringo Starr at Les Schwab 
Amphitheater in Bend - Thursday, 
July 17th
-Bruno Mars at Matthew Knight 
Arena in Eugene- Monday, August 
11th
-Counting Crows at Arlene 
Schnitzer Concert Hall in Portland - 
Wednesday, August 13th
-Emblem3 at Oregon State 
Fairgrounds in Salem - Sunday, 
August 24th
**Via concertful.com

COMMENTARY BY
QUIN HARP

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
File:Titanfall_box_art.jpg

   Recently, it seems like the news 
is filled to the brim with horrific 
shootings. The latest one happened 
on June 10th, 2014 at Reynolds High 
School in Troutdale, Oregon. 
   The gunman has recently been 
identified as Jared Michael Padgett, 
15, a freshman at RHS. The fighting 
broke out in the boy’s locker room 
when Padgett shot and killed 
Emilio Hoffman, 14. The P.E. 
instructor heard this commotion 
and ran to inform the office of what 
was happening and to prepare for 
lockdown, but not without escaping 
a shot to his hip. Police later found 
Padgett dead in a bathroom stall 
where it was assumed that he 
committed suicide.
   It deeply saddens me that society 
has come to this state in which 
it is not considered abnormal to 
learn about another shooting. 

Ugly Violence
COMMENTARY BY 

ABBY SLANGA

Because this problem seems very 
prominent, there were bag checks 
and policemen on standby at South 
Albany High School’s own 2014 
graduation ceremony. It is totally 
understandable why they were there, 
and I fully support the decision 
because it ensures the safety of 
the spectators, but it is extremely 
depressing that such a joyous time 

for the graduates has to be protected 
from possible threats that lurk in the 
shadows. Nevertheless, my heart 
goes out to anyone who was affected 
by this traumatic occurrence; 
especially to Hoffman’s family.
   I also consider the fact that 
children have to experience events 
like this to be a cruel twist of fate. It 
is unfathomable that anyone would 
want to bring harm to innocent 
minds. Depending on the child’s part 
in the tragedy, it could quite possibly 
be the cause of an ugly scar in their 
life. They could be forced to have 
a fear of venturing out of the safety 
of their homes and miss out on the 
positive life experiences.
   The message I’m heavily trying 
to put across here is that violence 
is ugly, and so are the factors that 
push people to commit these crimes. 
The injustice of it all is plainly 
inconceivable. Unfortunately, this is 
the unattractive truth that is now a 
part of everyday life. 

   Summer vacation: the three months 
out of the year where kids do not 
have to attend school, (unless they 
were assigned summer school…) 
and they just get to relax and have 
fun in the sun.
   Some people are busy during every 
week of summer break, while others 
only do a few things to pass the time.
   “This summer, I am going to 
Lincoln City with my family, taking 
a roadtrip with my best friend to 
my grandpa’s ranch in Medford, I 
am going swimming at Foster Lake 
a lot, and my cousin is visiting 
from Australia,” shared sophomore 

Sydney Gordon.
   Gordon also plans on going to 
River Rhythms with friends and 
family, and she is hoping to get a 
job at the Boys and Girls Club in 
Albany.
   Of course, not everyone is 
that busy. Sean Law, freshman, 
stated, “I am going down to Six 
Flags in California. I have never 
been there before, but I am really 
looking forward to the rides! I am 
also visiting my grandparents in 
California, and having fun with 
them.” Law wishes he could go to 
Hawaii and surf, or possibly scuba 
dive in Florida.

RACHEL SURBAUGH

   Some students, like Law, dream 
of a place they would love to visit 
during summertime. Some dream 
to visit places as far as China, while 
others would rather find somewhere 
closer to home to visit. 
   Marissa Spencer, junior, said, “I 
would love to visit Israel and see the 
Crying Wall! I love the history of 
Israel and would give anything to go 
there.”
   Even though Spencer can not 
quite go to Israel yet, she is going to 
Disneyland with her family for two 
weeks. She will also be camping at 
Nehel Beach.
   So whether they are staying 
indoors all summer or soaking up the 
sun at the pool, people should have 
fun, make memories, and do not 
forget the sunscreen!

Summer Fun

   When it comes to summer, people 
think about family vacations, 
hanging out with friends, pool 
parties, Fourth of July, or Labor Day. 
People also may or may not notice 
about their latest summer outfits, or 
summer fashion that other people 
wear during the summer. There are 
many different brands, styles, and 
colors that people tend to wear in 
the summer, and they can be seen 
through the students of South Albany 
High School. 
   Amanda Barten, junior, loves 
wearing summer colors, especially 
of bright pink and yellow. She 
usually buys her clothes at Rue21, 
Ross, Forever 21, American Eagle, 
and Kohl’s. “Definitely [my mom 
inspires] my fashion, because she 
helps me shop for my clothes,” 
Barten explained. She also got her 
inspiration from T.V. shows. “I 
like how they dress on Pretty Little 
Liars,” She added. 
   Lupita Rojas, sophomore, loves 
summer clothing. Her favorites 
include high low dresses, shorts, and 
skirts. She normally buys her clothes 

Hot Fashion

ERIKA SCHERTZ

at Rue21, Kohl’s, or Ross. Rojas 
explains why she does not really 
have a favorite brand of clothing. 
Rojas remarked, “I just buy what 
seems fashionable, and that is my 
style.”
  Commonly, clothing stores will 
have summer sales. At Forever 21, 
women’s clothing is on sale for 25 
dollars and under. The sales are 
limited time only. At Rue21, they 
have a coupon for clothing that is 
called “20 Ruebucks” for people 
who spend 40 dollars or more on 
their purchase. Tanks tops at Rue21 
are buy one and get one for 5 dollars 
or under. 
   Larissa James, sophomore, loves 
dresses, but mostly sparkly ones. 
She loves the brands of clothing 
from Macy’s, Kohl’s, and Rue21. “I 
like being my own person,” James 
commented. I don’t like copying 
other people’s style.”
   Sales and summer fashion impact 
not only women, but also men. At 
Rue21, for guys tank tops and shorts 
they are buy one and get one for 5 
dollars. Guys graphic t-shirts are buy 
one, get one 50 percent off. 
   Jake Bergstrom, sophomore, is a 
fashionable guy among the SAHS 
student body. “My favorite style 
to wear is to tucking my shirt in,” 
Bergstrom commented. His style is 
unique, and usually does not think 
about what other people will say 
while choosing an outfit. “It doesn’t 
really matter what you wear, you can 
wear what you want,” Bergstrom 
advised. 

The links below are Rue21 and 
Forever 21 websites that show more 
details and sales:
 http://www.rue21.com/store/
 http://www.forever21.com/Product/
Main.aspx?br=f21

Titanfall Review

Jake Bergstrom, 10, 
poses in his fashionable 
clothing.

Bruno Mars performing at Hyde Park in London, for a 
festival, on July 1, 2011.

http://www.mtv.com/art-
ists/bruno-mars/photos/

June 2014 A&E Page 3



The Best:
1. George W. Bush threw one of the 
best first pitches of all time. It was 
not just that it was right down the 
middle, it was the time of the pitch. 
The first World Series game held in 
New York after the 9/11 attacks was 
when Bush strolled onto the field 
in a bulletproof vest with a secret 
service agent dressed as an umpire. 
After the pitch “USA” chants 
immediately ensued. 
2. Cirque du Soleil had an acrobat 
come to throw a first pitch for the 
San Diego Padres back in 2011. 
After a bunch of flips and twists the 
acrobat came up without getting his 
balance and tossed one right down 
the middle.
3. For the people on the list of worst 
first pitches this one may add insult 
to injury. Max Ashton, a fully blind 
kid came out to throw the first pitch 
in Arizona in 2011. He came out 
to the mound and looked back and 
forth nervously. In the end he ended 
up delivering one right down the 
middle. 
4. After the bombing of the Boston 
Marathon, bombing victim Jeff 
Bauman came out to the Red Sox 
game and threw a pitch from the 
side of the mound. Sitting beside the 
mound in his wheelchair he threw a 
pitch that was lofty but eventually 
made its way over the plate.

The Worst:
1. Recently at the Mets vs. Padres 
game 50 Cent came out to throw 
the first pitch. It was questionable 
what the superstar hip-hop artist was 
aiming at as he almost took out a few 
cameramen, a solid 20 feet away 
from home plate. 
2. Carly Rae Jepsen also threw a 
pitch around where 50 Cent threw 
his last July at a Tampa Bay game. It 
is difficult to compare the two since 
Jepsen’s hit the ground halfway 
to the plate, but it seemed like 50 
Cent’s was a little bit further from 
home plate. 
3. Former superstar, and hall of 
fame basketball player Michael 
Jordan threw a first pitch, but it was 
debatable if the pitch would have 
been a strike for a batter that was 15 
feet tall. Not only to mention that 
Jordan threw the pitch behind where 
the batter would stand, or a massive 
amount outside for a lefty. 
4. In the category of government 
officials George W. Bush nailed it 
with his pitch after 9/11, but there 
is much less praise to be said for 
Barack Obama. Better than the pitch 
by Jordan, Obama threw a pitch 
nearly as lofty, but the pitch made it 
over the plate. How well Bush did as 
a president is up for debate, but he 
nailed the first pitch. 

   In a world where people with 
disabilities are often treated 
differently, is it possible to reach 
a point of mutual ability through 
one activity? The makers of Beep 
Kickball have made exactly that 
scenario a reality. 
   The Beep Kickball Association is 
a non-profit corporation aimed at 
enriching the lives of the visually 
impaired, by means of sports. More 
often than not, people who cannot 
see well are unable to participate in 
athletics. Beep Kickball offers an 
environment for people who are not 
usually given the opportunity to run 
and become active.
  Beep Kickball is played with a 
ball that has internal speakers that 
beep, and two bases that buzz. The 
rules for recreation Beep Kickball 

on http://www.beepkickball.com 
stated, “There is no second base, no 
throwing the ball and no running 
around all the bases. There are five 
players on each team and everyone 
wears a blindfold to equalize 
the differences in vision. Simply 
explained, the kicker kicks the ball 
and runs to tag the buzzing base, 
either first or third. If he tags the 
base before a fielder picks up the 
ball, he is safe and scores a run. If 
a fielder picks up the ball first, the 
runner is out.” 
   Beep Kickball can be played by 
anyone from small children to adults. 
The field sizes change based on sizes 
of the groups, ages, and the abilities 
of the players.  
   According to the United States 
Association of Blind Athletes, there 
are several sports created for people 
who are visually impaired, like Beep 

   I remember every day in the 
summer as a kid. Waking up and 
huddling around a TV the size of 
my head. My room strewn with 
hand-me-down hats and jerseys. 
Every win put me on top of the 
world, every loss brought me to 
rock bottom. This is how I found 
my favorite team. It is inherited, 
not found because they are the best 
team, have the coolest logo, mascot, 
or colors, or because they are local. 
   People ask me all the time how 
I can like Detroit baseball. I’ve 
watched the Tigers play for as 
long as I can remember. Everyday 
I would wake up early or stay up 
late watching them play with my 
uncle. It’s one of the things that I 
can remember the most clearly from 
my childhood. I remember the 2006 
World Series. Everyday prior to the 
start I couldn’t sit still. During every 
game I was on the edge of my seat. 
Doing the best I could to control my 
sweat beads. And we went home 
in five games? I was crushed at the 

time. Being eight years old I didn’t 
get the big picture. I didn’t see that 
there would be another chance. 
   One of the things I’ve learned 
over my not so long life is that 
things that you love can make you 
have the worst days. It just depends 
how they are manipulated and at 
what perspective you are viewing 
them from. The day Jim Leyland 
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My Favorite Team
left the Tigers I thought it was over. 
I thought we never had another 
chance. He was the only guy I can 
remember being the manager of 
the Tigers. He was the guy who 
brought us from a wildcard berth 
to the World Series. He could 
make something out of nothing 
and I respected him for that, and 
for the fact that he was a legendary 
manager. 
   The only other thing I’ve learned 
is there is no “loving two teams.” 
I laugh in the face of people that 
can say that they unconditionally 
love two teams until they play each 
other. Then they like one better. I 
just wanted to wake these people up 
to a harsh reality because watching 
sports since I was a little kid makes 
me suffer from this condition called 
“being a loyal fan.” 
   People that watch local teams are 
right, there is no real reason for me 
to like Detroit baseball. The only 
reason is that it is ingrained in who I 
am today. 

Beep Kickball
BAILEY MAYFIELD

  Powder puff football was created 
in the early 1930s, and this year, on 
Friday evening, May 30th, South 
Albany High School held their 
annual powder puff football game 
between the Juniors and Seniors. 
The bleachers, while not quite filled, 
contained many cheering friends and 
family members of the girls playing. 
   As the game began to start, the 
teams met in the middle, for the 
brief description of what the night’s 
rules consisted of, to verify that the 
girls knew they were not allowed to 
tackle, pull hair, or shove during the 
game. The two teams stood there, 
listening, and feeling the tension 
build as their adrenaline started to 
rush.
   While there was very rarely a 

dull moment during the game, 
Eddie Cox; senior, Christian 
Wehrman; senior, Chris Garcia; 
senior, and Adrian Lopez; also a 
senior, entertained the crowd with 
their hilarious routines as male 
cheerleaders.
   “The best part was when Nena 
scored that amazing touchdown!” 
Reflected Cox.
   As the game came to the end of the 
fourth quarter, the two teams came 
to a tie of 6:6. Starting overtime with 
the Seniors on offense, the game 
started up again. After they were 
unable to score, the juniors took their 
place playing offense. 
   “I was pretty nervous because 
we hadn’t been able to move the 
ball effectively or stop their offense 
consistently. But I had faith in the 

Elias Shearer

   Elias Shearer, junior, also known 
as a sports fanatic, loves playing 
and watching sports every chance 
he gets. He does football, basketball 
and track for South Albany. Shearer 
has been watching sports pretty 
much his whole life. 
   “When I play sports, I feel so 
relaxed and in the game. I also 
get this free feeling like I can 
do anything I put my mind to,” 
expressed Shearer. 
   He does not really have an off 
season because he plays three 
sports, but that is the way that he 
stays in shape. When students play 
sports, their coaches encourage 
their players to do work outside of 
practice. Shearer usually does foot 
work, jogging and lifting outside of 
practice. 
   Athletes always hope to look 
up into the stands and find their 
parents cheering them on. “My 
family always completely supports 
me in anything I do. They go to my 
games and get me anything I need. 
My family also supports me by 
encouraging me to always do my 
best,” smiled Shearer. 
   His neighbors got him into playing 
sports; they invited him to go play 
sports with them. After playing some 
sports around the neighborhood he 
wanted to start playing sports on 
a team. Shearer has been playing 

sports since third grade. He has 
continued playing sports now in high 
school. In football, his positions are 
a receiver and safety, in basketball 
he is a wing, and in track he runs 
the 400 meter. Shearer thinks people 
should definitely play sports because 
it builds character, they can make 
more friends, and it teaches them 
to work hard for what they want. 
“If people want to try a sport, do it. 
You will not regret at least trying 
it. If you do not like it, you can find 
something else to try,” encouraged 
Shearer.  
   Shearer’s dream is to play 
professional football someday. “I 
would love to play football after high 
school, but I think I am too small for 
that,” Shearer explained. “Football 
is definitely a tough sport to play. 
That’s just because there is so much 
technique involved with the sport. 
The challenges that come along with 
football makes it my favorite sport.” 
   “My dream sports room would be 
a huge room decorated like a football 
field. I would have all my friends 
come over and we would watch 
multiple sports games on many 
different TV’s,” Shearer said, while 
picturing it in his mind.
   “I love sports. Thanks to anyone 
that supports me and cheers me on 
no matter what. Go find a sport to 
watch or play. Remember work hard, 
play hard,” added Shearer. girls, and since Nena was out we 

had an even better chance to win,” 
shared Kelsch, senior.
   After winning the game 6-12 - 
compliments of Sarah Henderson, 
junior, last minute touchdown - the 
juniors went in one roaring rush onto 
the field to claim their victory. 
   Henderson commented later on, “It 
was the best feeling because I got to 
celebrate the victory with my class, 
and I loved every single one of those 
girls out there!” 
   This years senior coaches were 
Brian Kelley, Bryce Armstrong, 
Robert Jacobson, Nick Plagman, 
Daniel Miles, and Dakota Carter.
   Junior girl’s coaches were Tyler 
Kelsch, Mitchell Butzner, Elias 
Shearer, Greg Scherer, Alex King, 
and Dalton Tackitt.

Powder Puff

ASPEN ARNOLD

Baseball and Goalball. Many other 
athletics can also be adapted for 
people who are blind, like running, 
judo, archery, wrestling, and 
gymnastics.  
   With an increasingly growing 
number of adaptations possible 
for athletes, the gap between 
people disabled and not can thus 
shrink. David Younger, health and 
physical education teacher at SAHS, 
remarked, “I think that adapted 
sports are very important. I think it 
is vital for everyone to be physically 
active, even with physical or mental 
disabilities, because it will help them 
now and in their futures.”  More than 
40 schools and camps for the blind 
play this sport now. These sports can 
provide a sense of self-confidence 
and competition vital to humans, to 
grow and learn from. 

RACHEL KLEINT

The 2014 junior class Powder Puff team after their win during Homegoing week. 
Photo courtesy of Claudia Kerlegan.
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As the sun begins to shine,
The energy of the soul begins to 
leak into the mind.
Hope of what is to come,
Overwhelms everything under 
the sun.
Future plans start to be made,
Bad school memories begin to 
fade.
The brightness of our summer 
begins to fill our every day,
While everyone waits 
expectantly,
For the stress of school to 
dissolve away.

Summer
Time

RACHEL KLEINT

Creative Corner

    On Tuesday, June 3rd, 12 
year-olds Morgan Geyser and 
Anissa Weier left their Wisconsin 
home and went into the woods 
to play hide-and-go-seek with 
a friend. One of the pair then 
stabbed the girl 19 times, one 
of these wounds missing a vital 
artery by a millimeter. The girl 
crawled out of the forest and to a 
nearby roadway, where a passing 
bicyclist found her and dialed 
911. As of this writing, she is 
stable and recovering.
    The motive for this brutal 
assault from two seemingly 
normal girls lay in the site known 
as “The Creepypasta Wiki.” 
The term “creepypasta” is a 
derivative of “copypasta,” an 
internet slang word for “copy and 
paste.” Copypasta refers to how 
storytelling is approached by 
internet culture. Online, where 
voices are rarely heard aloud, 
reading, copying, and pasting 
stories is how a tale is told and 
passed around. “Creepypasta” is 
copypasta of the horror or thriller 
genre, and has been known to 
resemble everything from actual 
news reports to Lovecraftian-
style storytelling. One of the 
antagonists in creepypasta is 
known as “The Slender Man,” 
or “The Operator.” He was the 
inspiration of the two girl’s 
murder plot.
    Their theory was to kill their 
friend as a ways of appeasing 
the Slender Man, at which point 
they would run away to his 
mansion and serve the Operator 
as one of his underlings, known 
in the Slender Man mythos as 
“proxies.” Since the incident, 
The Creepypasta Wiki has been 
blamed by several media sources 
for the attack. The website’s 
head administrator posted a 
message of his condolences 
on the site. Several fans of 
the mythos have shown their 
sympathy by posting pictures 
of the “Operator Symbol,” 
a circle with an X drawn 

QUIN HARP

Stand for Creativity, 
Not Reality

Do you see the man in black?
The man in black, he’s calling
He’s calling for an Empires fall, 
morning, noon and night

Morning, noon, and night he 
waits
He waits to serve the crown
To serve the crown tainted wine
Wine with poison watered down

Down, down the crown will fall
Falling to the ground
Down, down, an Empire falls
Falls to assassins hand

Ask me why I dress in black
And hide my face from day
Ask me why I sleep at night
Set to sprint away

Ask me why I live this way
Shattered like so much glass
To ask me why I am this way
Is to ask me the truth at last

Ask me where my fear comes 
from
Ask me for my past

Ask 
Me

To Kill An 
Empire

Poems by The Sentry Staff

QUIN HARP QUIN HARP

See this sad, lonely blank space right here?

THIS is where your art should be! 
Email phoebem.thesentry@gmail.com with your   

drawings, poems, short stories, paintings and more! If you 
can photograph or type it, we can print it!

   What does one usually consider 
when picking their future career? 
Do they think about fame? Fortune? 
Often enough they do, but they have 
to consider the down side of picking 
a job specifically because of what it 
pays. A career is not about making 
as much money as one possibly 
can, it is important for one to pick 
something they are passionate 
about. A career is something that an 
individual gets out of bed every day 
for. It puts a smile on one’s face and 
adds fulfillment to their life. A career 
is exactly what rising artist James 
Sampsel has. 
   James Sampsel was an artist who 
shared his wisdom with the South 
Albany High School painting class. 
He showed the class many of his 
paintings, and even gave them a 
quick lesson. “To have a guy that 
famous come to our school was 
phenomenal. It was priceless.” said 
Lorina Johnson, art teachers at South 
Albany. 
   Choosing one’s own path is not 
easy, it is a decision that takes a lot 
of self-reflecting. A person has to 

CHENOA CRAVATT

James Sampsel, painting at the SAHS campus. 

know what they want out of life, 
and where they want to be. A career 
in art is risky business, but Sampsel 
is beating the odds. In addition to 
having  his art  exhibited in many 
art galleries and festivals around 
Oregon, his work has also been 
displayed in solo shows. 
   If one is exploring the possibility 
of a field in the arts, they should 
know it takes more than just good 
brush strokes to make a painting. 
There has to be more depth than just 
simply replicating pretty scenery. 
Sampsel uses planar painting to 
create feeling. His work is not meant 
to show every detail and is not a 
mirror image, but it is meant to 
invoke emotion. Every painting has 
a story, and it is up to the viewer to 
interpret what that story is. 
    “I think he is brilliant,” said 
Amanda Niskanen, junior, “I love his 
philosophy on painting.”
   Seeing Sampsel at work was an 
experience future artists at SAHS 
will keep with them throughout 
their career, and could not be more 
grateful for his time. “He was a 
hippie, but he was awesome,” said 
Tyler Whittaker, sophomore.

Dumb Puns

http://www.panix.com/~clp/humor/puns/Dumb_puns.html

  What do prisoners 
use to call each other?
  Cell phones.
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Passion Over Fame through it. Another creepypasta 
community, those who do not 
necessarily write creepypasta 
but narrate the stories for the 
listening pleasure of fans on 
YouTube, posted a video titled 
“narrators uNIGHTed,” which 
showed, or rather, depicted 
through audio, the narrators 
horror and sympathy for the 
family. Included in this group 
of narrators is arguably the 
most famous of them all, 
MrCreepyPasta, who currently 
sits just below 550,000 
subscribers on YouTube. By 
the time this article will be 
released, the narrators will have 
had a livestream as they plied 
their craft for a charity fund 
going both to the families of 
the affected and those suffering 
from violence worldwide. 
Myuuji, a self-described “dark 
music composer,” often allows 
narrators to play their music 
in the background. They have 
also pledged to be a part of the 
livestream. All money from 
the monetization of “narrators 
uNIGHTed” will also go to the 
charity, which is a hefty sum 
after considering that over ten 
YouTube celebrities posted the 
video on their channel
    To say this is a horrifying turn 
of events is putting it lightly. 
While I myself do not post to 
the Creepypasta Wiki, I have 
written several stories involving 
the Slender Man, as well as 
making art to accompany them 
and releasing them into this very 
section of the newspaper. I have 
also posted several stories on 
Fanfiction.net about the Operator 
being inserted into other stories. 
What used to be creative freedom 
has now, for me, turned into a 

nightmare of my own, and those 
stories have since been taken 
offline.
    An entire community has 
been ruined, or, at the very 
least, tainted. Similarly to the 
“violent video game” attitude, 
creepypasta has become the 
main source of blame in this 
tragedy. Personally, I know that 
I had more sense than to stab my 
friends for fictitious characters 
when I was 12. However, the 
Slender Man is almost always 
represented as real in creepypasta 
and fake video logs on YouTube. 
This last Halloween, I also 
presented myself as being in 
mortal danger from this fictional 
being. I didn’t think to write 
a disclaimer at the end of the 
article, and most creepypasta 
stories about the Slender Man, or 
creepypasta articles in general, 
would be forced to claim the 
same. While it is my belief that 
the Creepypasta Wiki as well 
as the Creepypasta narrators 
are not to be blamed for this 
unfortunate turn of events, we as 
a community didn’t do much to 
prevent this eventuality. What we 
have to be thankful for is that no 
lives were lost, and that there is 
no real force that can do this to 
us besides our own minds.
    I have nothing but sympathy 
for everybody involved, for 
the plight of the Creepypasta 
community is nothing in 
comparison. To show my support 
for those affected, this article 
comes accompanied by the 
picture of a yellow rose, which 
signifies wishes of well-being 
to a friend. This flower is the 
same used in the “narrators 
uNIGHTed” video. The link to 
this video is below. Above all 
else, remember:
    Stand for creativity, not reality.
  

The link to Narrators uNIGHTed: 

www.youtube.com/
watch?v=GqSp8eQ-ut0

How do you get 
holy water?

  Boil the hell out 
of it.

What is a zebra?
  26 sizes larger 
than an “A” bra.

What do you call 
cheese that isn’t yours?
Nacho Cheese.
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