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CUTTING BACK ART CLASSESUPCOMING

SCHOOL

EVENTS

Jan. 31- Home 
swim meet against 
WAHS
Feb. 2- Pride party 
for fi rst semester 
achievers
Feb. 3- Leadership 
“Morp” after-game 
dance
Feb. 4- Saturday 
Success Academy
Feb. 14- Valentine’s 
Day!
Feb. 17 & 18- Mid-
Willamette Confer-
ence Tournament
Mar. 17- Sadie 
Hawkins Dance

Publications 
will start sell-
ing Valo-Grams 
during lunch on 
Jan. 31-Feb. 13

With a new semester 
approaching, students will 
be experiencing a change in 
class schedules. Many of the 
Art students at SAHS may 
fi nd themselves in need of a 
different elective class due 
to a recent cut in the schools 
Art program. 

   “We try to keep all the 
programs we have,” stated 
Principal Brent Belveal as 
he explained the sudden 
cut in the Art courses. 700 
out of the 1300 students 
at SAHS received one 
or more F grades within 
the fi rst 12 weeks of the 
school year; with this many 
students failing there will 
be extra classes added that 
can help students bring up 
their grades. With Albany 
Options School in need of 
additional elective classes, 
two Art classes will be 
removed next semester and 
reinstated to AOS. Giving 
SAHS the opportunity to 
provide classes such as 
Study Skills (created for 
kids who struggled fi rst 
semester), to take. 

   Lorina Johnson, Art 
teacher, will be teaching 
three morning classes at 
SAHS and then going over 
to AOS to teach two classes 
there. With two classes 
being taken out, there will 
be less room for students 
who signed up for second 

semester Art classes. “Right 
now it’s going to limit 
their future opportunities. 
It saddens me that this 
is happening; art is their 
home,” Lorina revealed. 

   Longtime Art students 
Paola Gonzalez, junior, 
and Shelby Johnson, 
sophomore, are both sad 
to see some Art classes cut 
from the schedule. “I was 
upset because ever since 
my freshmen year it seems 
like our Art classes keep 
getting smaller,” Gonzalez 
admitted. “I’ve been in 
art every trimester and 
semester since I’ve been 
here, but now I can’t even 
get in because the cut,” 
Shelby explained. In hopes 

of bringing back SAHS 
Art classes, Gonzalez and 
Shelby attended the school 
board meeting stating their 
case. The school board was 
unaware of the situation and 
has agreed to talk about it.  

   In the end, everybody’s 
kind of given up something. 
Students will face plenty 
of changes for second 
semester; leaving them with 
less Art and extra classes 
in hopes of it improving 
failing students grades.  

By Rachel Bulder
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TIMBER RIDGE “THE CHOICE”
By Megan Dwier

   WAHS has more AP class-
es, more college recruit-
ers for sports, why not go 
there? Well SAHS has more 
career decision making elec-
tives, the ELL program, a 
special education program, 
fresh air between every 
class, not as many crowded 
hallways for those claustro-
phobic people, and a school 
newspaper. Why is there a 
debate on what school to go 
to?

   The students in the district 
for Timber Ridge are set to 
attend SAHS, but have the 
option of going to WAHS. 
However, with Timber 
Ridge being a fairly new 
school, many of the students 
now attending it have older 
siblings that are enrolled or 
will be enrolled into WAHS.  
This infl uences which high 
school the middle-schoolers 
will go to within the next 
few years.  

   Marissa Roos shares that 
her brother goes to WAHS. 
He did not go to Timber 

Ridge, but he had the choice 
between the two high 
schools because the district 
boundaries changed.  

   Roos states, “I get frus-
trated because he always 
downgrades South. It’s 
frustrating because I feel 
like he talks crap, but he 
doesn’t know anything 
about South.” 

With an older sibling at a 
school, it would make sense 
to want to attend the same 
school. 

   Kids choose to not fol-
low the district boundaries 
because they have acquired 
many friends at their new 
school; if all of their peers 
are going to WAHS, why 
would they choose another 
path? 

   “I was in district to go to 
West, but when they built 
Timber Ridge, the boundar-
ies changed,” states Adri-
enne Massey, sophomore. 
“Since I go to South, my 

little sister is really wanting 
to go to South.” 

   Agreeing with Massey’s 
little sister, Timber Ridge 
eighth grader, Emma Jeffer-
son (sibling of SAHS junior 
Hannah Jefferson,) excit-
edly answers that she wants 
to attend, “South!” 

   WAHS has approximately 
180 more students than 
SAHS, so it’s good to hear 
that there are kids wanting 
to come to SAHS. Convinc-
ing all of them to come to 
SAHS would be very ben-
efi cial for the school. 

   Presently, Greater Albany 
Public School District is 

very accepting to transfers 
within the district.  Most 
students will be accepted if 
they apply to be enrolled at 
a school out of their district. 
This is a letdown to the 
school that loses a poten-
tial student and can cause 
imbalance in the school’s 
population. 

   With a great school with 
so many smiling faces like 
SAHS, the choice should 
be obvious. What will the 
majority of Timber Ridge 
students do? 

TOP 10 REASONS TO BUY A YEARBOOK
10. Handy place for 

signatures

9. Remember teach-
ers and class-
mates

8. Keepsake

7. Remember the 
fun memories

6. See how you have 
changed

5. Senior picture 
ideas

4. Reminisce about 
the “olden days”

3. Memorize names 
for reunions

2. Show off the 
clothing/hair-

styles

1. Provide entertain-
ment for your 
children

By Jessica Dilbone
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I’M JUST SAYIN...
Commentary by Rachel Bulder 

   Living in a family full 
of athletes has never been 
easy for me. Uncoordinated 
and clumsy, I fi nd myself 
stumbling through my daily 
routine as I watch siblings 
succeed in their sports. 

   Though I have sometimes 
wished to have been more 
athletic, I have learned 
to embrace my lack of 
coordination and skill. 
As a matter of fact, I am 
thankful for it! Don’t get 
me wrong, I have nothing 
against sports or the people 
who are involved in them, 
I actually enjoy going to 
sporting events at times. I 
even did try out a few sports 
throughout elementary and 
middle school, but once I 
reached high school I just 
wasn’t feeling it. 
   It came to my attention 
that no, I did not need to 

be in sports to get by in 
school. There is more to 
life (surprise! surprise)! 
I believe that if I had 
grown up to be just as 
athletic as the rest of my 
family, I wouldn’t have 
chosen to be involved with 
Publications. Knowing how 
I am, I probably wouldn’t 
have challenged my self 
academically as much as I 
do to this day. 
   Choosing to not 
participate in sports has 
taught me other ways to 
make friends. To actually 
fi nd people who share the 
same interests as me and 

that I actually enjoy being 
around. I guess just going to 
school in general is enough 
to meet new people and 
make new friends, but for 
someone as shy as me, it 
can be a little intimidating.
   I may stand out from my 
athletic family, but I’m 
better off that way. I have 
found other ways to be 
involved just fi ne and I am 
and always will be proud of 
my lack of skill.

BRIANNA’S BABBLE
Commentary by Brianna Beckner

   If you have been on any 
social networking site in 
the last week or even on 
the internet at all, then you 
have probably seen the 
words SOPA as a trending 
topic. Students that are daily 
Wikipedia users (however 
much they are advised 

not to) have recently been 
deprived of their access to 
the biggest encyclopedia in 
the world because of SOPA 
protesting. 
   Not until recently did 
I even have the slightest 
clue what SOPA stood for. 
Upon further research, I 
 discovered that SOPA stands 
for Stop Online Piracy Act. 
In a nutshell, what the act 
would do for America is 
give the government a better 
ability to censor everything 
on the internet. 
   To most people, that 
does not sound all that bad. 
However, to anyone that is 
an avid user of the World 
Wide Web, or anyone that 
owns a website, it could be 

catastrophic. On January 18, 
Wikipedia, Google, Reddit, 
and Boing Boing all shut 
down in protest of SOPA. 
Millions of other websites 
are “blacking out” to show 
their support to veto the bill.
   SOPA passing would 
affect more than just big 
name websites. It would 
affect all of us little people 
that care about the fi rst 
amendment right for free 
speech. Personally, I like 
having free roam on the 
internet. I would not enjoy 
sitting in my computer chair 
one day and discovering 
that some of my favorite 
websites had been blocked 
because of an infringement 
claim that anyone could 

have made. 
   Because of the millions 
of cyber and even street 
protesters, the rally against 
SOPA is having its intended 
effect. Recent headlines 
show that senators who 
sponsor the bill have been 
withdrawing their support. 
Whether the bill passes 
through congress or not is 
something only time can 
tell, however, at this rate, its 
chances are not looking too 
hot.
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MY LIFE IS A SITCOM
Commentary by Garrett Prince

The realization is sinking 
in. I’m living in a situ-
ational comedy, minus the 
cameras. Honestly, I don’t 
really know how it all 
began. Maybe it was the 
day my gym shorts were 
yanked down during P.E. by 
my best friend in front of 
the entire sixth grade class. 
Or maybe it was the time I 
cut out holes in my dinner 
to make a pancake mask 
with the intent of impress-
ing a girl. And maybe it 
was the time I confused 
my grandmother for a 
robot. But, whichever one 
it was though, my fate has 
been decided. I am forever 
doomed to live a life of 
awkward comedy and the 
occasional heartfelt mo-
ment. 

   Okay, doomed is kind of a 
strong word usually associ-
ated with sorrow or grief. 
I’m not dismayed about my 
situation. In fact, I’m rather 
pleased. Who wouldn’t want 
to experience their favorite 
television show genre fi rst-

hand? Although, there are 
a few minor things I would 
like to speak with the writ-
ers about, specifi cally that 
seasons one and two were 
pretty boring, the sixteenth 
season was kind of drawn 
out, and halfway through 
season fourteen, when I 
was practically hospital-
ized after a longboard spill, 
I could have done without. 
So, writers, I’m speaking 
directly to you now: I’ve 
got a couple of ideas I want 
to throw around for the sev-
enteenth, and current season 
of “Never Not Awkward: 
The Garrett Prince Story.” 
Listen up.

   I would like to see myself 
growing a few inches,  so 
my younger sister does not 
pass me up in the height de-
partment. Actually, scratch 
that. That could make for 
some good comedy. It 
would also be pretty rad if 
could fi nish learning sign 
language. I feel like that 
could come in handy in my 
life, and it looks cool. And 
how come I haven’t gone 
skydiving yet? There could 
be some pretty sweet pro-
mos for that episode. And 
lastly, I’m almost certain 
you could boost ratings by 
about 68 percent (trust me, 
I did the math) if I could 
get a girlfriend before too 
long. Wait, what was that? 
...You’re saving the girl for 
later in the season? Gotcha. 
That way I can focus on 
school and being bored. 

Righteous. Oh, and one 
more thing. Is it possible for 
the eighteenth season to be a 
little less stressful than this 
one? No? More stressful? 
Wow. The viewers must be 
pretty lucky to watch this all 
go down.

   Despite all the complaints 
and requests, it’s safe to say 
that I’m enjoying the lead 

role in this television show 
that is life. Each episode 
has its laughs and gags, 
awkward and sad moments, 
and my classic catch phrase: 
“What the balls?!” (I 
imagined the whole viewer 
audience shouting this along 
with me each time I say it.) 
Let’s just hope this show 
doesn’t cancelled. 
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HE SAID: SHE SAID:
    As a seventeen year 
old New Year’s Eve is an 
awkward time for me. I’m 
too old to spend time with 
family, and I’m too young 
to party like a grown-up. 
Everybody is making a big 
deal about the New Year 
and I could care less. The 
grand tradition of this holi-
day is to kiss as the clock 
strikes twelve, but what if 
you don’t even want to be 
awake at midnight?

   New Year’s Eve falls at 
least two days before the 
dreaded return from winter 
break. High school students 
from all over must shed the 
Christmas haze and venture 
back into their harsh, natural 
environment.  Personally, in 
the days before I come back 
to school I try to go to bed 

early to get back into a good 
sleep schedule. New Year’s 
Eve messes up that plan 
on every possible level. In 
order to get into the festive 
spirit I’m supposed to eat 
junk food, stay up late and 
get caught up in the “ro-
mance” of the evening. 

   Let’s get real for a sec-
ond, what is the actual 
signifi cance of kissing at 
midnight? By locking lips 
as the balls drops we are 
somehow engaging in the 
most romantic thing pos-
sible, but what about the 
people that don’t have a 
man/woman? Desperation 
can cause party goers to kiss 
just about anybody to feel 
a sense of recognition. Just 
giving your kiss away on 
New Year’s is not good for 
anyone involved.

   I have come to the con-
clusion that New Year’s 
is more of a problem than 
it’s worth. Enough money 
is spent on food and drink, 
general damage repair, and 
stupid party paraphernalia to 
make the one percent blush. 
Maybe, instead of all this 
hoopla, we can have a day 
of tranquility to look back 
on the past year and refl ect 
on what has been, and what 
is still to come. 

     Holding hands while 
2011 comes to an end, smil-
ing and laughing together. 
His hand squeezes my hand. 
Drinking sparkling apple 
cider, I feel anticipation as 
it inches closer and closer 
to the New Year. I’m not 
excited for 2012; I honestly 
don’t care very much about 
that. I’m eager for midnight 
because of that fantastic 
New Year’s kiss.
    As the clock edges closer 
to 12:00, there is silence 
between my man and me. 
Not an angry silence. It’s a 
wonderful, edge-of-your-
seat-silence. It’s that mo-
ment that you never want to 

let continue. You wish you 
could push pause, so that 
the night never has to end. 
That is the feeling inside me 
at this moment. 
   Finally, midnight arrives. 
At fi rst I’m so excited that 
I forget how to think. He 
leans in and says, “Happy 
New Years!” He gives me a 
perfect kiss on a gorgeous 
night, in a fantastic place. 
Right there, in my head, 
I’m pushing pause. My fi rst 
New Year’s kiss, and it is 
perfect. I replay it over and 
over in my mind. Why isn’t 
there a remote that controls 
time? 
   I come back from a day-
dream and realize what’s 
happening on my T.V. “10! 
9! 8…” Ryan Seacrest 
chants. While everyone else 
is out partying on this night, 
I am sitting on my couch 
watching Times Square light 
up. I’m drinking Sparkling 
Apple Cider and cuddling 
a with cat. I’m not think-
ing about midnight getting 
closer, but Ryan Seacrest’s 
attractiveness instead. 
Although, it would not be 
half that bad to get a perfect 
New Year’s kiss.  

News Year’s Eve Kiss

 Nick May

Brandie Fernando



Page 6Page 6 FeaturesFeatures January 27, 2012January 27, 2012

FAILURE TO SUCCEED
By Nick May

           Out of the thirteen 
           hundred students
                                  that
          are currently
          attending SAHS,
          seven hundred of 
          them have at least 
one failing grade. Th at 
means that over half the 
student body has an F in 
one or more classes. What 
is causing this dip in the 
quality of student’s work?
   Steven Young, junior, 
said “[I] just don’t care.”  
Young has felt unmoti-
vated for the entirety of 
the fi rst semester. Even 
though his mother steps 
in to discipline him it 
doesn’t seem to have 
much eff ect on his re-
solve. “It’s just a waste 
of time,” he stated ada-

mantly. Th is may seem 
like an isolated case, but 
a wave of whatever seems 
to be sweeping through 
the school.
   To combat the growing 
number of F’s looming 
over the student body 
Principal Brent Belveal 
is creating more oppor-
tunities for students to 
pass. During the second 
semester, study skills 
classes will be held every 
period in order to aid 
failing students.  Also, 
due to the large number 
of failing students in both 
the freshman and sopho-
more classes, a Freshman 
Success class was started 
this year.
   Teachers from every 
department are being 
pulled in to model SAHS’s 
newest students. Rich 

Lehman, Draft ing teacher, 
is one of the brave souls 
that has been enlisted for 
this honor. “I have en-
joyed teaching [Freshman 
Success],” beamed Lehm-
an, “it forces freshman to 
take a look at their future, 
and see that the world is 
bigger than the half mile 
radius they travel every 
day.” Lehman feels that 
those who take the class 
seriously benefi t greatly 
from it.
   But sometimes life can 
get in the way of suc-
cess. Nikki Aman, junior, 
missed almost two weeks 
of school collectively over 
the past semester. Her 
absences left  her with 
a failing grade in her 
Chemistry class. “Chem-
istry is hard and involves 
lots of work,” Aman said. 

F
Aman feels her absences 
are not an excuse, and is 
aware her grades are her 
responsibility. “If you’re 
going to miss school be 
prepared to come in [to 
make up work].”
   Serious measures are 
being taken on all fronts 
to help SAHS’s collective 
student body bring up 
their grades. With any 
luck these new classes and 
opportunities will help to 
usher in a brighter second 
semester.
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   Many people believe that 
the world is going to come 
to an end, and everyone is 
going to die on December 
21st, 2012. Is there any proof 
to these claims? Where did 
people come up with these 
ideas? Is the Mayan calendar 
really a dooms day clock?

   Senior Patrik Fields likes 
to think that the world is not 
going to end, but that only 
summer and winter will fl ip 
fl op. He also likes to believe 
that Transformers will come 
and prevent any natural di-
sasters from occurring, and 
that the psycho that brought 
up 2012 will be killed when 
it does not come true. When 
asked why the weather has 
been so off, and why it is so 
cold out, Fields just laughed 
and said “Cause it’s 2012. 
Auto bots, roll out!” 

   In Mark 13:32-33 of the 
Bible; Jesus states “No one 
knows about that day or 
hour, not even the angels 
in heaven, nor the Son, 
but only the Father. Be on 
Guard! Be alert! You do not 
know when that time will 
come.” Christians believe no 
one can be sure of when God 
will come again, or when the 
world will come to an end, 
but there is not one without 
the other. When he comes, 
that will be the end of life as 
people know it. 

   Sophomore Hannah Rich-
ards also doesn’t think we 
will die in 2012. “It’s ri-
diculous, and pointless, 

and meaningless; we aren’t 
going to die!” Richards 
stated. When asked about 
natural disasters, or weird 
occurrences, she said “The 
climate changing, and car 
wrecks, or maybe another 
war.” “No one is going to 
die; like Obama or Justin 
Bieber.” She laughed. “Party 
hard! Live it up! 

   Scientists at NASA have 
said: “Just as the calendar 
you have on your kitchen 
wall does not cease to exist 
after December 31, the Ma-
yan calendar does not cease 
to exist on December 21, 
2012. This date is the end of 
the Mayan long-count pe-
riod but then -- just as your 
calendar begins again on 
January 1 -- another long-
count period begins for the 
Mayan calendar.” 

   They also go on to say-
ing: “There are no planetary 
alignments in the next few 
decades. For any claims of 
disaster or dramatic changes 
in 2012, where is the sci-
ence? Where is the evi-
dence? There is none. There 
is no credible evidence for 
any of the claims made in 
support of unusual events 
taking place in December 
2012 

   No one knows when the 
world will end; that is the 
glory of it. Students should 
live life to the fullest, and 
when the time comes, have 
no regrets.   

2012: THE END?
By Anna Schamp

OMAR’S OBSERVATIONS
Commentary by Omar Ramirez

   As I scrolled down 
my Facebook page on a 
regular Wednesday night, 
I realized that there was 
an unusual pattern in 
my “friend’s” statuses. 
I perceived, aft er only 
a few brief glances that 
Th e Democrat Herald 
had published an article 
concerning the numerous 
transfers that had oc-
curred during 2011 from 
SAHS to WAHS. Aft er 
examining the article, I 
was slightly upset with 
the number of people 
who don’t even give south 
a chance. It’s true that 
the majority of students 
who attend SAHS are of 
a lower economic range 
compared to those who 
attend WAHS. I believe 
that money doesn’t make 
a happy person. It’s true 
that there are luxuries that 
can brighten one’s day 

but how long do physical 
possessions actually last? 
Personally, I would rather 
have no money and still 
be happy with myself and 
those who surround me 
than to be wealthy and 
have a rotten personality. 
All students who attend 
a school should not be 
labeled as hurtful things 
such as a “critter” or by 
other hurtful names.
   Th e high schools of 
Albany might be di-
vided into two, but in 
the end we still are part 
of the same city. If only 
both schools could leave 
behind their pride and 
would try to unify, there 
would be many more 
smiles in Albany.
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A school with no art? 
Okay SAHS has not 
gone to that extent, 
but to some students it 
seems like it has. Art is 
a popular class; a lot of 
students including myself 
have taken it. Although I 
would not consider my-
self one of those students 
who are really good at art, 
I do enjoy the freedom I 
have of expressing myself 
in a creative and artistic 
way.
As the new semester 
rolls on by I am expect-
ing big changes, and the 
biggest change of all is 
the art classes being cut. 
Instead of having the 
opportunity of taking 
art classes throughout 
the day they will only be 
provided the fi rst three 
periods of the day. Th e 
news spread quickly and 
I was pretty disappointed, 
and I am sure I was not 
the only one. Why cut 

the classes when there are 
those students who really 
depend on those classes 
for college? Not only that, 
I personally know some 
students who look for-
ward to heading to their 
art class every day to get 
away from their hectic 
and diffi  cult schedule. 
Now with the art classes 
cut short students who 
want to take an art class 
has trouble getting into 
it because not many art 
classes are provided. 
Knowing the fact that 
there are students, who 
are going to missing out 
on art, is a big disappoint-
ment to me.
Nothing should have 
been brought up about 
cutting the classes; much 
less it should not have 
happened. Studies have 
shown that students who 
have taken four years 
of art throughout high 
school score 103 points 
higher one their SAT/
ACT than an average 
student. So why take that 
away?  At the end of the 
day I do not walk out 
of the room with an art 
lesson, I walk out with a 
life learning experience 
and a diff erent view of the 
world around me and I do 
not just speak for myself.

Commentary By Ana Mendoza
NOTES FROM ANA

   A night of fun is what 
most students here at south 
Albany need. On January 
13th, which also happened to 
be Friday the 13th, Strike-
out had their fi rst dance 
called “Blackout,” which 
started right after the boys’ 
varsity basketball game 
against Lebanon. Our boys 
beat them, 100-82. No big 
deal or anything! Blackout 
lasted from around 9:30-
11:00pm, and was located in 
the cafeteria. Students were 
dressed in bright colors, 
and were ready to get down 
and have a great time. Zack 
Correll, senior, was DJ’ing 
the  event.  Many students 
have had great reviews of 
Correll’s skills. His style 
was one of a kind, and was 
much appreciated. 

   Strikeout made profi t from 

this event.  Charging each 
student 3$ admission, and 
only spending $27.20 on the 
balloons. They decorated 
the cafeteria in black tarps 
on the walls, to make the 
lights work better, so people 
could have a fantastic time. 

   When asked, Correll 
responded, “I like to keep it 
upbeat, and play songs that 
people can dance to. A little 
bit of slow songs mixed in, 
too.” This event was Cor-
rell’s fi rst time DJ’ing, and 
he enjoyed every second 
of it. “I would love to do 
it again. And add a smi-
ley face to that!” laughed 
Correll, jokingly.  He said 
if given the chance, he do 
another one. Let’s hope so, 
because so many people 
were a fan of his skills.

BLACKOUT REVIEW
By Cheyenne Parsons

Abby’s Pizza
3033 Santiam Highway

Albany OR 97322
541-928-9311

www.abbys.com

Present this coupon at Abby’s for $3 off 
a giant sized pizza. Only one coupon 

use per visit.
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    At school sporting events, 
the expectations of athletes 
is that the “student section” 
will be loud. Being loud 
does not mean sitting down 
in the bleachers and chat-
ting with your friends with 
an aggressive tone, it means 
standing up and SCREAM-
ING your head off and 
cheering on your team. By 
participating, it is an excel-
lent way to energize the 
team and boost their spir-
its if things are not going 
well for them. Take Duke 

University for example: 
The “Cameron Crazies” 
are jam packed in the arena 
every single game, whether 
it is a no name division 
three school, or another top 
ranked team. A vast major-
ity of schools in our league 
and in the state have loud 
student sections, creating an 
obvious home court advan-
tage, but when the South 
Albany boys and girls teams 
play at home, there is a huge 
difference between away 
games and home games 

meaning opposing teams are 
not given the feeling they 
are playing away other than 
the fact that the venue is 
different. 

   Student sections should 
be a big “tool” to get into 
opposing player’s heads. 
By getting into opposing 
player’s head’s, you can 
mentally take them out of 
the game giving your team 
a better chance of winning 
the game. Duke, again is 
a perfect example of this, 

with their rhythmic yet ob-
noxious noises during free 
throws and their perfectly 
legal yet mildly inappropri-
ate chants. They are sure to 
annoy the key players on 
the opposing team. Here are 
some tips for anyone look-
ing to attend a home basket-
ball game anytime soon:

1) Yell

2) Use tip number 
one.

HOOTIN’ AND HOLLERIN’
By Tanner Tibbitt

1) How long have you 
been swimming?

 I have been swim-
ming for two years. I 
should have done it my 
freshmen year, it would 
 have been so much bet-
ter.

2) How did you get 
started in the 
sport?

 My sisters swam in 
high school, so I have 
always wanted to do it. 
Plus the encouragement 
from my friends helped.

3) What motivates/
inspires you?

I always want to do 

better and I push 
myself. You stop 
being good, when 
you stop getting 
better.

4) Do you plan on 
doing swimming in 
college?

 I would like to, but 
I am not sure if I would be 
able to get scholarships. 
I would have to drop six    
seconds to get looked at.

5) Any embarrassing 
moments?

Yes, I remember 
during my fi rst 
District meet I wore 
a jammer, but Jon 
Beamer gave me a 

speedo so I wore it.

6) Have you gotten 
any awards or spe-
cial recognition?

 I currently am 
ranked number one in 
Districts for 100 yard 
back strokes.

7) What are your 
goals this season?

 My goals are to get 
fi rst in Districts, break a 
minute and go to state for 
the 100 back strokes.

ATHLETE OF THE ISSUE: PHILIP DOSTIE
By Ana Mendoza
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Jordan Eade and Samantha Cutting

South Albany  students getting down

Briianna Beckner and Zack  Correll

Harly Umburger, Megan Kelsch, Ali Rowe 

Marissa Roose and Ashley Waite
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Queen Rachel Gonzalaz and King Cory Stabelin 

Korie Werhman blowing a kiss to the DJ

Trebor Joyner, ian Nyquist and Tad Biggs
Rheese Fisher and Christian Werhman

Jillian Alden, Sabastian richardson, Millie Dunn 

and Cole Smith


